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Question 4: Long Essay Question, Internal Migration 1900 to 1970 
 

6 points 

General Scoring Notes 
• Except where otherwise noted, each point of these rubrics is earned independently; for example, a student could earn a point for evidence 

without earning a point for thesis/claim. 
• Accuracy: The components of these rubrics require that students demonstrate historically defensible content knowledge. Given the timed nature 

of the exam, essays may contain errors that do not detract from their overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the 
argument is accurate. 

• Clarity: Exam essays should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those errors will not be counted against a student 
unless they obscure the successful demonstration of the content knowledge, skills, and practices described below.  

 

Evaluate the relative importance of causes of internal migration within the United States in the period from 1900 to 1970. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row A 
Thesis/Claim 

 
(0-1 points) 

 
 

 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line of 
reasoning. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Are not historically defensible. 
• Only restate or rephrase the prompt. 
• Do not respond to the prompt. 
• Do not establish a line of reasoning. 
• Are overgeneralized.  

Responses that earn this point: 
• Provide a historically defensible thesis or claim about the causes of internal migration 

within the United States in the period from 1900 to 1970. The thesis or claim must either 
provide some indication of the reasoning for making that claim OR by establishing analytic 
categories of the argument.  

 

Examples that do not earn this point: 

Provide a historically defensible claim, but do not establish a line 
of reasoning  
• “Internal migration took place for social, economic, and 

cultural reasons.”  
 
Provide a claim that is not historically defensible 
• “The primary reason from internal migration 1900 to 1970 was 

the search for religious freedom.” 
 
Provide a restatement of the prompt   
• “Many factors caused internal migration within the United 

States in the period from 1900 to 1970.”  

Examples that earn this point: 

Establish a line of reasoning that evaluates the topic of the prompt with analytic categories 
• “Although living in hostile environments where natural disasters or a history of unfair 

treatment forced some Americans to migrate within the U.S., it has been the allure of 
economic opportunities that has served as the main reason for these movements.” 
 

• “Americans moved inside the U.S. often to escape racism and discrimination or in the 
1930s to escape the Dust Bowl. The most important reason for internal migration was the 
industrialization of northern cities that offered the promise of economic prosperity and a 
better life.” 

 
Establish a line of reasoning with analytic categories 
• “Internal migration during the period between 1900 and 1970 were driven by wars, 

economic opportunities, and the growth of the middle class.” 
 

Establish a line of reasoning 
• “Many Americans moved to urban areas between 1900 and 1970 to pursue the growing 

jobs in industry.” (Minimally acceptable thesis/claim) 

 Additional Notes: 
• The thesis or claim must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion (which may not be limited to the first 

or last paragraphs). 
• The thesis or claim must identify a relevant development(s) in the period, although it is not required to encompass the entire period. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row B 
Contextualization 

 
(0-1 points) 

 
 

 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period 

referenced in the prompt. 
• Provide context that is not relevant to the prompt. 
• Provide a passing phrase or reference.   

Responses that earn this point: 
• Accurately describe a context relevant to the causes of internal migration within the 

United States in the period from 1900 to 1970. 
 

Examples that do not earn this point:  

Do not provide context relevant to the topic of the prompt 
• “The Vietnam War encouraged the baby boom generation to 

become politically engaged.”    
 
Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period 
referenced in the prompt 
• “The period from 1900 to 1970 was an era of social and 

cultural tension.” 
 

Examples of relevant context that earn this point include the following, if appropriate 
elaboration is provided: 
• World Wars I and II 
• The Great Depression 
• Post-war affluence 
• Urbanization 
• Growth of industrial capitalism 
• Western expansion 
• Imperialism 
• Southern segregation and violence toward African Americans 
 
Example of acceptable contextualization:  
• “The United States provided a large amount of the supplies for both the First and Second 

World Wars, this led to a major increase in manufacturing during a period that many 
young men were needed for military service.” 

 

 Additional Notes: 
• The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the 

time frame of the question.  
• To earn this point, the context provided must be more than a phrase or reference. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row C 
Evidence 

 
(0-2 points) 

 
 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one 
point. 

1 point 
Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic 
of the prompt. 

2 points 
Supports an argument in response to the prompt using 
specific and relevant examples of evidence. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn points: 
• Identify a single piece of evidence. 
• Provide evidence that is not 

relevant to the topic of the prompt.  
• Provide evidence that is outside the 

time period or region specified in 
the prompt. 

• Repeat information that is specified 
in the prompt.  

Responses that earn 1 point: 
• Identify at least two specific historical examples relevant 

to the causes of internal migration within the United 
States in the period from 1900 to 1970.   

Responses that earn 2 points:  
• Use at least two specific historical examples to 

support an argument regarding the causes of 
internal migration within the United States in the 
period from 1900 to 1970.  

Examples that do not earn points: 

Provide evidence that is outside the 
time period 
• “The ‘48 Gold Rush encouraged 

many Americans to migrate to 
California.” 

Examples of evidence that are specific and relevant include 
the following (two examples required): 
• Jim Crow 
• Ku Klux Klan 
• Sharecropping/debt peonage 
• Great Migration 
• Harlem Renaissance 
• Redlining 
• Okies/ Dust Bowl 
• Military bases/defense contracting in South and West 
• Zoot Suit Riots 
• Rosie the Riveter 
• Internment of Japanese Americans 
• Post-war service jobs 
• Suburbanization 
• Levittown 
• White Flight 
• Interstate Highway Act of 1956 
• Sunbelt 
• GI Bill 
• Air conditioning 

 
Example of a statement that earns one point for evidence: 
• “Levittowns were suburbs of New York City and 

Philadelphia built after the Second World War.”   

Examples that successfully support an argument with 
evidence:  
• “The appeal of affordable homes on small plots of 

land in developments like Levittown encouraged 
many people to move from cities to the suburbs.” 
(Uses evidence to support an argument about 
suburbanization) 

• “Sharecropping, debt peonage, and Jim Crow 
segregation encouraged many African Americans to 
move from the South to the North.” (Uses evidence 
to support an argument about the African American 
Great Migration)  

• “Air conditioning made living conditions in the 
American South and West much more comfortable, 
encouraging people to move there.” (Uses evidence 
to support an argument about migration to the Sun 
Belt) 

Additional Notes: 
• Typically, statements credited as evidence will be more specific than statements credited as contextualization.  
• If a response has a multipart argument, then it can meet the threshold of two pieces of evidence by giving one example for one part of the argument and 

another example for a different part of the argument, but the total number of examples must still be at least two.  
(For example, supporting a two-part argument about movement in the 1930s with evidence about both the Dust Bowl and the 1950s with Levittown.) 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row D 
Analysis and 

Reasoning 
 

(0-2 points) 
 

 
 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria 
for one point. 

1 point 
Uses historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, 
continuity, and change) to frame or structure an 
argument that addresses the prompt. 

2 points 
Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development 
that is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or 
modify an argument that addresses the question. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not 
earn points: 
• May include evidence 

but offer no reasoning 
to connect the 
evidence to an 
argument. 

• May assert the use of 
historical reasoning but 
does not use it to 
frame or structure an 
argument. 

Responses that earn 1 point: 
• Must demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to 

explain the causes of internal migration within the 
United States in the period from 1900 to 1970, 
although the reasoning may be uneven, limited, or 
imbalanced. 

 

Responses that earn 2 points:  
May demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety of ways, such as: 
• Explaining the nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables. 
• Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity 

and change, or explaining multiple causes, or explaining both causes 
and effects. 

• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across 
periods. 

• Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple 
perspectives across themes. 

• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or 
alternative views or evidence.  

Examples that do not earn 
points: 

Provide evidence but offer 
no reasoning to connect 
the evidence to an 
argument 
• “As more leisure 

activities, such as the 
TV and the radio were 
created, people were 
able to enjoy their days 
more satisfying.”  

Using a historical reasoning process to frame or 
structure an argument could include: 
• Explaining how factors such as sharecropping and 

racial segregation contributed to African American 
population movement out of the South during the 
Great Migration. 

• Discussing similarities and differences between the 
African American Great Migration and the 
movement of urban dwellers to the suburbs. 
 

Example of acceptable use of historical reasoning: 
• “Innovations such as the automobile, airplane 

travel, and air conditioning encouraged increased 
population movement to the American Southwest.” 
(Indicates a cause of internal migration to the 
Southwest) 

Demonstrating complex understanding might include any of the 
following, if appropriate elaboration is provided: 
• The response argues that the allure of economic opportunities served 

as the main reason for these population movements. It then 
corroborates that argument with evidence from multiple variables 
about multiple population movements, such as the African American 
Great Migration, the movement of people in pursuit of war industry 
jobs, the movement of people to the Sun Belt, and the movement of 
people from cities to suburbs. 

• The response argues that the allure of economic opportunities served 
as the main reason for these population movements. It then qualifies 
that argument by pointing out and providing evidence that while 
economic opportunity was significant for all groups, racism was also 
an important factor for some segments of the population, both 
motivating and preventing migration. 

• The response argues that economic opportunity, climate, and 
discrimination contributed to internal migration. It then modifies the 
argument by claiming that internal migration was not a significant 
development in this period, providing evidence that most Americans 
did not, in fact, migrate between 1900 to 1970. 

Additional Notes: 
• This demonstration of complex understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference.  
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Question 4—Long Essay Question 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

• Responses were expected to demonstrate knowledge of the relative importance of the causes of 
internal migration in the period from 1900 to 1970. 

• Responses could utilize a wide range of content knowledge including social and economic 
motivations: Social motivations for migration included segregation, legal discrimination, and 
racially motivated violence as reasons for African Americans to migrate from the American 
South. Economic motivations for migration included the Great Depression, post-World War II 
affluence, defense contracting, the G.I. Bill, and consumerism.  

• This question primarily addressed Topics 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.12, 8.2, 8.4, and 8.5. 

Sample Identifier: 4A 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 1 
Evidence: 2 
Analysis and Reasoning: 2 
 
Total Score: 6 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for the thesis because of the last two sentences of the first paragraph. 
The thesis argues that “racism in the South” and “[e]conomic opportunities in cities” were major 
causes of internal migration from 1900 to 1970 and that “new migration streams resulted as a 
response to previous ones.” 
 
B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for contextualization. In the first paragraph it describes a transition 
from an agrarian economy to a more industrial economy during the late 1800s. 
 
C. Evidence (0–2 points): 2 
 
The response earned 2 points for using evidence. It notes a variety of examples of evidence relevant 
to the topic of the prompt including Jim Crow, the Great Migration, and white flight. The response 
uses these examples to support an argument that racial antagonism in the South led to the Great 
Migration of African Americans “to Northern cities before the Civil Rights Act.” The response also 
uses the idea of white flight from cities after World War II to support an argument about growing 
suburbanization and population shifts from the Rust Belt to the Sun Belt. 
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Question 4—Long Essay Question (continued) 
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 2 
 
The response earned 1 point for using historical reasoning because it demonstrates the reasoning of 
causation with many different variables. For example, it explains that the “GI Bill of Rights allowed 
returning WWII veterans to pursue higher education at the expense of the government,” which 
combined with home loans to make it “economically possible for families” to move to the suburbs. 
 
The response earned 1 point for demonstrating a complex understanding because it corroborates an 
argument of movement to and from cities for economic and/or racial reasons across different times 
and racial groups. It looks at African Americans moving to cities for economic opportunities and to 
escape racial discrimination, many people moving to cities for job opportunities during wartime, and 
race as a motivation for White people moving from northern cities to suburbs and the Sun Belt. It 
provides evidence to support each of these pieces of the argument along the way. 

Sample Identifier: 4B 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 0 
Evidence: 2 
Analysis and Reasoning: 1 
 
Total Score: 4 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point in this category because it presents a historically defensible thesis in 
the first paragraph. The thesis states the causes of internal migration as southern racism, the 
expansion of opportunities for women, and the effects of the Great Depression.  
 
B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 0 
 
The response did not earn the point for contextualization because it does not make an attempt to 
describe a broader historical situation relevant to the prompt. 
 
C. Evidence (0–2 points): 2 
 
The response earned 2 points for evidence. The response brings up multiple relevant examples of 
racism in the South including the Ku Klux Klan, lynching, and sharecropping. It uses these examples 
to support an argument about the factors that motivated southern African Americans to take part in 
the Great Migration.  
 
The response also uses evidence to support an argument about migration due to the Dust Bowl.  
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Question 4—Long Essay Question (continued) 
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for historical reasoning for establishing causality. It argues that racial 
violence and agricultural decline caused the Great Migration, and the Dust Bowl caused the 
westward migration of Okies. The response would not earn the point for the discussion of women’s 
migration because it does not provide enough clarity regarding which types of women migrated to 
join the Second World War–era workforce.  
 
The response does not demonstrate a complex understanding. There is no attempt made to 
corroborate, qualify, or modify the argument. 

Sample Identifier: 4C 
Thesis/Claim: 0 
Contextualization: 0 
Evidence: 1 
Analysis and Reasoning: 1 

Total Score: 2 

A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 0 

The response did not earn the point in this category because it does not present a historically 
defensible thesis. The response simply rephrases the prompt while providing a line of reasoning that 
addresses the effects rather than the causes of internal migration.  

B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 0 

The response did not earn the point for contextualization because it does not make an attempt to 
describe a broader historical situation relevant to the prompt. 

C. Evidence (0–2 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for evidence. The response brings up multiple relevant historical 
examples, such as the interstate highway system and suburbs that are relevant to causes of internal 
migration.  

The response did not earn the second evidence point, as it does not use the evidence presented to 
prove a larger historical argument. 

D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for historical reasoning for establishing causality linking the interstate 
highway system as a cause of migration.  
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Question 4—Long Essay Question (continued) 
 

 

The response does not demonstrate complex understanding. There is no attempt made to modify, 
corroborate, or qualify the argument. 
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