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Chief Reader Report on Student Responses:

2021 AP® Chinese Language and Culture Free-Response Questions
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The following comments on the 2021 free-response questions for AP® [subject name here] were written by the
Chief Reader, [insert name/title/affiliation here]. They give an overview of each free-response question and of
how students performed on the question, including typical student errors. General comments regarding the
skills and content that students frequently have the most problems with are included. Some suggestions for
improving student preparation in these areas are also provided. Teachers are encouraged to attend a College
Board workshop to learn strategies for improving student performance in specific areas.
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Question #1 Task: Presentational Topic: Story Narration
Writing

Max. Points: 6 Total Group Mean Score: 4.82
Standard Group Mean Score: 4.01

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assessed writing skills in the presentational mode of communication. The AP Chinese Language and
Culture Course content related to this question is the Unit on Families in Different Societies. To respond to the question
successfully, students needed to demonstrate their proficiency in Chinese language pertaining to everyday family life and
the skills required to describe and narrate in paragraph-level discourse. Students were expected to demonstrate their
presentational writing skills by narrating a story, depicted in a series of four pictures, about a boy with a messy room who
got in trouble with his father for doing a poor job cleaning it (The four pictures and the instructions for answering this
question is on AP Central). Students were allotted 15 minutes to narrate a complete and coherent story based on the four
pictures provided. The narration should reflect a clear progression of ideas, including a beginning, a middle, and an end.

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the responses
integrate the skills required on this question?

In general, the majority of responses demonstrated competence in the presentational mode of communication; they
addressed the question with linguistic accuracy, especially in using appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures
to tell a story in accordance with the scenes provided by the pictures. The overall strength was the narration on Picture #1
and #4 (bedroom, bed, on the floor, basketball, computer, clothes, to listen to music, to request, to play video games, to
watch TV). However, there were responses with errors that obscure meaning due to limited use of appropriate vocabulary
pertaining to family life. Some responses also lacked the grammatical structures needed to address the actions in Picture
#2 (putting things under the bed) with linguistic accuracy.

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

Responses lack logical and smooth transition Responses with smooth and logical transition from
from one picture to the next, not addressing one picture to the next. The narration is consistent
the change of scenes in the pictures, e.g., fifi3F | with the prompt with a clear and logical

WAER, HURK TSP Piflfy | progression.

B, At— AAGEDL LB . ) fromthe | 5 — K R4~, K EILE G A B FHL BRI
following response: RKRER+TEZHEF Fo RIX, RPM S EEE, &
Ao BEISHEMP RS R, EE | BT R ELL) R, o R B A 7
AT K DEZBe R, RO R R | et alkdsty, A febi)l. sk 7L

HARZ RN, MEESIFRDBEMK | 5, I i 5 R 5L i BT 75 PO 4T
R, WRKEAZEM. Prek, StdEfh | BIERK T TV BUS, S8 50k
MEEERKENREINE. Ra, KD | BRI BEEERE T EAFE. REA
M ZRPEEAR S8 BifD, DR R —HB0L | WKz, B8R T IRIE NIRRT, Rz

R . PORAR R B A K B | . FREIE, ROIFERE T IuiiEtk. SEER
MREHEAPRAS, PrbMMiEELgG Ed, B | 208 FRAE SRR U3 fh 75 B0 R Pl
TEIZRVEAEI L. AhARHAER, HUR | .

R RAB IO, A — A
BeDr JLH I ERR . Asa result, the responses
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are description of separate pictures, instead of
a narration with a clear and logical
progression.

Responses with limited appropriate vocabulary
pertaining family life needed to tell a complete

story, e.g., — ~AEE M H—" ANIYZZT],
7] B 2 Ul SR AR E b A Al
PREETFIFIRIHL Lo A8 5 22 n] 1R
it b, M EEEEELAEE, 7
Tl s ER, AR, R FLAEAth ) e i
7. MEERAS! hEn i,
BEE WA, IRASA] LB AR
“l SRJEM U AR EERR, KR,
B LIRS SR !

One example of responses that narrated a logical
and complete story with details and elaboration:

AL N NBIEERANE R, At
HERAE R B AR AL, /DA
I, ARITPTAT BOA R B 8 AR A ) B 1),
SEAATIER, Bt DA R s TRIAR L .

NI EE AR NI 3 [RARMER 1 HL A
WAFWR N GREL AL, MPUE, %
I, EaEBAEN? SN
ARG Pre s e st /N 1 Al
MBS B — bR B TRl EE B0
W LUE, ABEEE NS T .

N T E 'R, AR EEM T
Ja, /NITEREAE 2 AT A PEAE PR ) R
T o

WAk LR AEHEEARTF O HRIIE /N Y
FIEEEE 7. (HEEE, WAREFE, N
/N R LU A BRAG T USRS 2 FTBLE
AR N, &2 RR, K
fik, FIZRVE. EERESA.

b MR BN DL TR . EEMRAS
RN B AR AR 1 1A

As a result of lack of control of the f# sentence
structure, responses do not clearly describe
and narrate the son’s action of placing things
under the bed in the second picture in the

sequence. Sentences such as (IT LMt B &
Y, EBK, KMRAFEPRI NI . ) Another
weakness found in the responses is the
common mistakes: the incorrect use #F, e.g.,
HHI B3, as seen in the following example:
NEFIRZW R, A—RDEFES
T NEREREMT. saf/NEHATFI
AT KR & SRFER B, BRI e b
ik dE R AR EEENEMNEIFNE
fh— g BT . BRUA/NEIRCARA
BITH, bt ey, Bk, KR
FERMI NI . DEEFEEFEAETHET
FHALTEHE FHIRDLH RUERR . B8 E/D

Responses with appropriate use of the sentence
structure i needed to describe Picture # 2

Responses used the correct phrase T ] to
express “all”

ORI 1 28 B J3 L [ 281 5 PR A A K I )
[AREL. Mo A ek, BBk, MHERLE/\
WY, KRR E SRR, AAER L
W& SR T AN 1R R AR 28 28 10 0 SR A
BTt — € 2RI 1. K EREE
B AbLE, KPS B RRER T T
Fila], A RASHEA T3 A PE IR T

Tfio AR 1 B £ T B kA &

o MEE LA K 55 e — e
R, Ahmrm sk, IoyLT
THEWr RIS 7o (ER AL —& R it A 3
R aEELE SR APEBEIR T AR
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R R — bR . EERERTE | AR EIE 2K TAEDUE R <X
THESNR . EERNERFZILE T/ | BARZ DN NEASIZRER, BT AR

IR, EEWNEEITHGEAAE o, ARSI .
Ko

Based on your experience at the AP® Reading with student responses, what advice would you offer teachers to
help them improve the student performance on the exam?

1.

Demonstrate for the students that narrating a story sequence is different from describing the pictures. The task
required by this question is to tell a story that is consistent with the pictures, not merely to describe each
picture. In addition to make the story have a beginning, a middle, and an end, students also need to make sure
that the transition from one picture to the next is smooth and logical. For example, in this question, the father
discovered the son’s trick in the son’s bedroom (Picture #3), then he went downstairs to the living room to ask
the son to go upstairs and clean his room again (Picture #4). Although the movement of the father’s going
downstairs is not depicted, it can be clearly understood by comparing the locations of Picture #3 and

Picture #4.

Help students develop the necessary linguistic elements, vocabulary and grammatical structures, and cohesive
devices, which are needed to narrate stories about everyday events and situations. For instance, teachers can
create tasks and provide contexts and learning activities that encourage students to use the % grammatical
structure to describe moving things around.

© 2021 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



Question #2 Task: Interpersonal Topic: Email Response
Writing

Max. Points: 6 Total Group Mean Score: 4.80
Standard Group Mean Score: 4.01

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assesses writing ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by requesting students to write a
response to an email received from a friend. The AP Chinese Language and Culture Course content related to this
question is the Unit on Influence of Language and Culture. In the 15 minutes allotted for this task, students must be able
to comprehend the email and then write a response that address all the questions posted in the email regarding studying
of Chinese after high school. Students are expected to demonstrate skills such as comprehending, analyzing,
synthesizing, comparing, and evaluating in order to derive meaning and to respond based on the specific situation and
cultural context. The question of this year is as follows: fiTif1%? IR m P HRENL T, Bk UG RIS s, KR
PRIFI R MR UL R T RS B dks s, Al R BARZ i LR, FRuial BRI e, &2
2 E 5 S SCAT 1o XA RIREASIANTELF? A4 ? RAh, BRI, REF AR

To respond to the question successfully, students needed to demonstrate their Chinese proficiency in reading and writing
competencies. In particular they need to demonstrate their ability to identify the main idea and relevant details, to infer
the meaning and draw on their understanding of learning Chinese in different contexts. To demonstrate the writing
competency, students need to understand and apply appropriate communication strategies in interpersonal writing, use
the relevant vocabulary and appropriate grammatical structures for the given context.

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the responses
integrate the skills required on this question?

Most responses demonstrated competency in interpersonal writing. They demonstrated understanding of the email
content, i.e. the writer of the email is about to graduate from high school, and wants to know how to continue their study
of Chinese. The responses showed that they were able to identify the main idea and relevant supporting details of the
email and able to answer the questions in writing, drawing on their knowledge about studying Chinese in college or in
China, and using appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures.

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

Students failed to read all the way through the | The following is an example of responses that

prompt and missed the third question of &1} | demonstrated understanding and fully responded
B P, eg., - RAIRZ P CAEN) | to the prompt with thoroughness and details: PREF
o VRUFNE D R B AR S 5 ke B2t iy, T, B2 BRI UR TR RS B FF O o FEARHR
ERBAEN IR, AT SCEME | MHRIAE, IRBAGE K2 SR B i %
. AT HEERRESER. SRR | PRSP REDBGE, RN IZEFE
W 2N L SISO L XGRS —, AR SR
el IRABEN KA ORI 4%, (B
Fe A E A E N RE S AR IR . IRAES
Rl A, BB, WERARE A E/RAE
HE SO A ER A X TR P S A SO
M2, IRAE A REA B OCH BRE R . X3k
K, 25 A ST R I L2, FRAE
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PRZe AR EAR GRS a2 h o, AL
AT 4o WAV R EE R 2 [E AL
NURETHSOKT B2 AR &, AL DU g
WEZRIRITRE . B T R, IR F
PRSI — m . ARG R A i
o, HEeEPaEmme g, /Mg

Responses showed lack of attention to the
details of questions of the email, e.g. students’
misunderstanding of %l as “other” (it means
“don’t” in this email £ &R H - RKEL B
HHSCER). Some students responded by writing
ART DAFE A R R 27 2 SC R O SRR

Another example of responses that fully responded
to the prompt: YRUF ! TR L ! XANER &
=g S 1 e s e N T2 R A A e ]
PREFEAN ST o T SR AR 2 v [ 4 8 FR N S e
AT AFER S o BRONBERARIT B 2 Nt
SCHTDARH H SR B o 13 R SCH A5 AT A
ARSI S AR Z W ST AT REFS R
2o WUERAREE RS )5 ) v STAUR AT R AR 8
BEAEARI AR SCHE . B R s (R I ) 25 > o
SN B 2 ] . H SO IR AR AR
s s HE B F LARAT 55 7 77 S VR m] LUARAR

Feo Ty !

Based on your experience at the AP® Reading with student responses, what advice would you offer teachers to

help them improve the student performance on the exam?

1. Teachers should remind their students that this question is an interpersonal writing task. Before writing the
email response, they need to read the email/prompt carefully and be sure they are responding appropriately and

thoroughly, to all parts of the stimulus.

2. Develop learning opportunities for students to develop their ability to construct a logical and complete response
with a clear progression of ideas, using appropriate transitional elements and cohesive devices, required for

developing elaboration.
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Question #3 Task: Presentational Topic: Conversation
Speaking

Max. Points: 36 Total Group Mean Score: 27.50
Standard Group Mean Score: 22.21

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assessed speaking ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by having students respond to a
series of 6 questions in a simulated conversation about planning a trip to China. The course content related to the
Conversation is geography, tourism, and travel, etc., which are in the Units on Factors that Impact the Quality of Life and
other topics. Students were allotted 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Students should demonstrate
ability to interact appropriately, given the specified cultural context, in an unrehearsed, spontaneous fashion, and their
responses should reflect integration of a variety of critical thinking skills—such as analyzing, synthesizing, and
evaluating—in the process of meaning negotiation. The following are the questions for the 2021 Conversation:

I WAAWT, Wit ERIT T, XK T R ARHE LR E? A2 88N i 25 2

2. RRETEIRLT, FROFTHEEZIAIRTTEMTT? A

3. fEFREMEE, Br 7RI M DAL, IRE QB A A A

4. EHERATZHT, R E M A HE 2

5. [RIRETIHE, ARAESEA ARSI RIK? A4

6. XREHE, VRUAFRRATE I LG AR B ?

=

=

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the responses
integrate the skills required on this question?

The responses addressed the course content related to the development of interpersonal communication in speaking.
Responses demonstrated the students’ familiarity with the course content related to the Units on Factors that Impact the
Quality of Life and other topics. They addressed the prompt with appropriate interactions in response to the six questions
about planning a trip to China. Most responses integrated the skills required to respond to the six questions well; they
demonstrated their listening comprehension of the questions and their speaking competence to respond to the questions.
They also demonstrated their cultural knowledge about geography (At 52, Fifg, P22, &M, 5K, VU1, 48 %), famous
landmarks (i# =, &3k, K%M, JefG4, 885H), or type of places, such as VU4 B, £6H, Z%4H, £ 5. However, the mean of
student response scores shows that the conversation part is the most challenging among the four free-response questions
(Story Narration, Email Response, Conversation, and Cultural Presentation). Some responses could be improved if they
addressed all the aspects of the prompt fully. Some responses showed the need to strengthen their command of
appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures. Students could also be helped improve their “test strategies,” e.g.,
carefully listen to the questions and time their responses so that all parts of the question be addressed. In the next
section, specific examples will be given to illustrate the strengths and areas that need improvement.
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What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question

(Conversation 1)?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

Some responses showed misunderstanding of
the questions of the prompt as if it asked
“where are you going and why” e.g. 1IX |21
AR 1% 2% AL 5 [jing3), eh AT LAFRAI TR
127 3| eh KIl[cheng3], BN KIRA R Z
1130t thual], FIFRAR 3K

An example of responses that demonstrate
understanding and completing the task on both
questions of the prompt with a clear focus on the

topic: Uh FRWCAFAE .. F R IIIHE 2R EL Ferh
E, [FNuh BREEHMEAEEFET, FRATATLA
T xin3)FEAE H [, um IEAN KB A K

[re3].

Some responses did not address the second
question of the prompt about Nf1 4, e.g., &,
MEFEER.ZHE, ©AEREERAN].
ZRAFAEARIR eh, HOCREF, @&F
W EARGE... A FATAT LA AR B ) R
PEAEIX B,

An example of responses that demonstrate
understanding of the prompt and demonstrated

excellence in interpersonal speaking: A 14T H.7E
ZARMIE i 2w [, RN TE 2R i

SRS L 2 A AR TS, T RART BLER A
[ R — eI AOR R — 5. 1 HAEZ R A i

FEAIRZ SR RES 5, iR
LML, EERZHTTHIRGE . AT
AL LI R o

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question

(Conversation 2)?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

This question is comprised of two sub-
questions, WFN I T Bl 77 (where) and N
14 (why). Some responses only addressed
one question and therefore did not complete
the task. The following is an example: hmm %1
AR DA [ (3T, AR At 2
% .. dbun B, RONARA TR -

uh FATEKIRAEAL B R Dy /2 —> uh 5K
W7, FAIEERZIROVIX WA, &
AIRAVTHCE. BT

Some students did not correctly assume the
role in the scenario (a member in a class) or
correctly respond to #R{" in the question;
consequently, instead of responding to
questions based on the role they were playing,
their responses were given from their own
personal perspective and were inconsistent
with the scenario. Examples include 1%,
02, AT RN, A, WERZE ete.

The following is a response as an example:

Uh X ANRBATT 27 B ik, Fedi148 2
R R BE AL, KRR R P E K
3RTT . Uh AV RE RO MiE, Mk
AT R 2K
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Um FFEEET M, FrBAEET I E IR
7, uh FHEUEL. BRI BEHER & .

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question

(Conversation 3)?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

Some responses did not address the second
question of the prompt about ~NftA4 , e.d.,
TATAT LB KIRATCE . AT T LA
HEET.

Most students demonstrated understanding and
completed the task by responding to ({14 =
and Nft 4. Following is an example: 1L 5T,
XM, EERK, BRIRZ A E LR U
W, EaEER. RARRZ P E AR,
FIE AT LA B F 3 T 5

Some responses had difficulty identifying or
describing the activities that can be done in
China.

An example of strong responses that complete the
task thoroughly, using solid sentence structures,

as in the following: ¥ tH[yed] BNz & Ff S FEH]T,
HhIE AR e R TR B, RO 3R AS A [ 2
R IR o FRAFT R, uh R uh 17
VU3 cain), RO B AR IRBEIASE

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question

(Conversation 4)?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

The prompt asks about fi{f1 /AYE%, but

some students took it as #E £ i/ 4. That
misunderstanding affected their performances.

For example, KOLHER L uh FH.

An example of responses that demonstrate
understanding and completion of the task:

AT —EEL L% HL, mMHZ T
NrREAHAE, T RTER S E
IR AN 2 um BR AT T A uh, BEEE I %
A AT REAT RN

Some responses took too much time repeating
parts of the prompt (e.g., 2% H [E 1T Z B).
Repeating those multiple times left little time
to provide a complete and appropriate
response. There are only 20 seconds for each
question.

One of the common weaknesses of responses
is the misuse of FITA (so) instead of IX ¥ (so;

in this way) in an attempt to connect sentences

or to connect sentences smoothly, e.g., A
uh 73 AT AR AR, HEHLEE, B3k
fiTuh AT DAAR KL 2.

An example of responses that demonstrate
understanding and complete the task with

elaboration and details: FA1 175 B SEXF B AR,
BREPEIBIT AR, BrCAIRAT A 5 75 5
SEMEF- B, AR AR IR .
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What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question

(Conversation 5)?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

There are two parts in the question: what to
bring home and why. Some responses fail to
address both. Following is an example of
responses that failed to address Nft4: 7E

H[E SR 2 R PRI AR VG . L EYIZR
P H [ Y -

Two examples of responses that demonstrate
understanding and complete the task with
demonstration of knowledge of Chinese culture:

o RELEWWANBE, RFEIAKN A
P

o RESLEMEETILA P E . I E
28 LE ) BT BE AT . RAR BB 7%

Some responses were weak due to inaccurate
tones and lack of control of grammatical

structures, e.g., & X[maid]+ [F 1P kuai2]
T4 H E % [chal]. % MF[ting2]it[shuod]
H [ (1) % [chal ] 7E 5l [bied] I Hb[di2] /7, LL
7l [bied] ) Hi[di2] /7 BE 4

Two examples of responses that demonstrate
understanding and the ability to complete the task
with elaboration:

o REIIRMWIL—ANEE, RPESK
. IXFEAREE, KDy E AR B XK
[

o ETPHE, WEEX, AELAMATCHEEE
RV . RS FR AR IR AR ki [
[

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question

(Conversation 6)?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

Some responses commented on what they
would do in China, instead of addressing the
prompt how the trip to China would help their
Chinese learning: e.g., 22Zx I H 3, M4
JH: T T ete.

Examples of responses demonstrated
understanding of the prompt and completed the
task:

o EEIEACK, ZRIUDUR, 5 RAZR
o UK, FEIFE L, s EE 7
fieto

Some responses were weak because they only
included broad comments, e.g., S, 2
Ak, without providing details.

An example of responses that demonstrated
understanding and addressed the prompt with
details and elaboration on what they will do in
China and how these activities will facilitate their

language learning: FAITA] DLER B AT A 15
T AR 2s uh AR T4 FRATE LS, uh 2
EBAFES BN U4, IF T LR —
MR S A AR LR BT

Based on your experience at the AP® Reading with student responses, what advice would you offer teachers

to help them improve the student performance on the exam?

1. Help students practice addressing the questions directly and fully. This is an interpersonal speaking task, so it
is important to listen carefully to the question and then respond to all parts of the question. If there are two
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questions in the prompt such as what and how, address both questions coherently. It is important teachers
provide a wide range of communicative activities for students to orally interact with each other. The format can
be pair work to compose a dialogue in a particular life situation or a small group activity.

Use the Scoring Guidelines when conducting daily formative assessments. Teachers should provide
opportunities for students to practice conversation tasks and then evaluate their conversation performance
based on the rubrics derived from the Scoring Guidelines. Help students develop the ability to complete the
task fully and thoroughly.

Help students build a solid linguistic foundation, their pronunciation (including tones), the command of
grammatical structures, accurate use of vocabulary, and linguistics devices to connect sentences to respond to
questions coherently and cohesively. Provide plenty of opportunities for the students to develop their ability to
construct a logical and complete response with a clear progression of ideas, using appropriate transitional
elements and cohesive devices, required for developing elaboration. For example, after saying #t & &b 5”
the next logical idea to develop should be something related to dt57, like 3, Jt5T#%HE. Then the next part
will be a description of £ or At 7S | or an elaboration with the reason for the choice, like EI31E3%; 1BH
ZWHIBER G L, b2t 5E & K25 /. With proper cohesive devices, the response can be

significantly improved.

Ask students to do role-playing in simulated real-life situations. Some responses showed that students had
difficulty in assuming the appropriate role in the simulated conversation. The answer does not have to be
“truthful.”

Expand students’ basic knowledge about Chinese culture, including cultural products, practices, and
perspectives. Teachers can create daily activities for students to practice conversation involving description
(FEPS A, s, 30fk), explanation (N4, /54), or comparison (H [E #1335 [ ()& 4).
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Question #4 Task: Presentational Topic: Cultural Presentation
Speaking

Max. Points: 6 Total Group Mean Score: 4.54
Standard Group Mean Score: 3.88

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assessed speaking ability in the presentational mode of communication by requiring students to give an
oral presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic as if they were speaking to their Chinese class. The 2021 question is
related to the Units on the Influences of Beauty and Art and the Influence of Language and Culture of the AP Chinese
Language and Culture. It comprised a single prompt, which identified the cultural topic and asked students to select an
example of that topic, describe it, and explain its significance. Students were allotted 4 minutes to prepare and 2 minutes
to deliver their presentation. In addition to linguistic accuracy in forming coherent and cohesive discourse, students
should demonstrate cultural appropriateness in describing and analyzing the specified cultural practice, product, or
perspective. Responses to this question should demonstrate accurate cultural knowledge. The question for 2021 is as
follows:

Choose ONE aspect of Chinese culture that you especially appreciate (Chinese characters, Chinese martial arts, Chinese
painting, etc.). In your presentation, describe this aspect of Chinese culture and explain its significance.

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the responses
integrate the skills required on this question?

The responses addressed the course content related to the development of presentational communication in speaking. In
general, the responses demonstrated competence in the presentational mode of communication; they addressed the
question with linguistic accuracy, using appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures to describe one aspect of
Chinese culture they appreciate. Responses demonstrated the students’ familiarity with Chinese culture, which the
readers consider a broader topic, open to a variety of Chinese cultural aspects for students to talk about. They addressed
the prompt with appropriate knowledge about Chinese culture in response to the question. Most responses integrated the
skills required to complete this presentational communication task. They demonstrated their oral presentational skills to
describe an aspect of Chinese culture and to explain the significance, and their understanding of Chinese culture. But
some responses described an aspect of Chinese culture (product and practice), but failed to discuss the significance with
elaboration (perspective).

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question?

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps Responses that Demonstrate Understanding
“Chinese characters” are meant for Chinese The following is an example of responses that
language characters in the prompt. However, demonstrated understanding and fully responded
some responses mistook it as famous figures to the prompt despite a few errors of tones and
such as Confucius, Mao Zedong, etc. word usage: KFEUF, TS RIBIRATU— Ui [E

H, WEMREREE, FAFGRZEEEW
KA, LA S A LK I . A6 L 4 fa
1 &, ., 0F, shul[#2]. #. BHFLE
AL FF o XFE I [ 1 R OR T, TR IX K
R [, ORI AR ENANE B
A, lKEEFEL. K B s E
[chi3)Ji. . P+ iKEFRERANEG
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—, RN HEZR2PRE N, A& HRK
— O — . BAAFH AT LA B AR Ak
AR, AR, RIREXKE
M, RN ES R SENN AL AR I . B e

[wand4] T, WHHARAT

Similar to what we saw in previous years,
some responses did not address all aspects of
the prompt even though they demonstrated
presentational communicative competence in
terms of the describing of one aspect of
Chinese culture, but did not discuss its
significance. This may be due to a lack of
careful reading of the prompt or lack of
training in explaining the significance of a
cultural product/practice, which requires a
higher level of thinking skills than describing a
new cultural produce/practice. Following is an
example: YRAEF, FZ, uh FIR E X um..
AHH E g, XA um X
um. X S URR, RIS H
kSR H IR RE R, WREE®

, HE—Kum FH—KEIF,um K 1t
AR..rong2yi1 K Fafth.. . A Ry fth £ uh
da3tianlsheng3 [long pause]ﬂ"@ umum fth 7E ik
2R, hm G0, 0 1k AN G N uh 2 By
BERAGZE, WERIZZE, um BER K G,
XA R R,

Based on your experience at the AP® Reading with student responses, what advice would you offer teachers to

help them improve the student performance on the exam?

1. Emphasize the importance of full understanding of the question. The cultural presentation question always

consists of two parts: describing ... and explaining its significance.

2. Watch the time closely and make sure to have an appropriate closure to the task before the clock runs out.

3. Develop speaking tasks similar to cultural presentation topics that help students practice addressing both
parts of the question so that they don’t spend too much time on one part of the question, and run out of time for

the second part of the question.

4. Help students improve their vocabulary, sentence structures, and cohesive devices so that they can describe

the Chinese Cultural product and practice and explain the significance as well.
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	How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the responses integrate the skills required on this question? 
	What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question? 
	Based on your experience at the AP® Reading with student responses, what advice would you offer teachers to help them improve the student performance on the exam? 
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	What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this question (Conversation 2)? 
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