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AP® United States Government and Politics 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Concept Application
A.

3 points
1 point

Referencing the scenario, describe the structural barrier to voting that is discussed
above.
Acceptable descriptions include:
•

B.

Taylor Swift’s Instagram post addresses voter registration procedures which are a
structural barrier to voting.

Explain how the structural barrier described in part A may be more of an obstacle in
some states than in others.

1 point

Acceptable explanations include:
•
•
C.

The states get to determine rules for elections. Due to federalism, registration
procedures vary from state to state.
Legislators and citizens in different states have different views on what registration
procedures should be in place.

If youth voter turnout increases as a result of the actions in the scenario, explain how this
could affect the way candidates run campaigns in the future.

1 point

Acceptable explanations include:
•
•
•

Candidates might recruit celebrities to campaign for them on social media.
Candidates are likely to engage their supporters on social media to register, vote,
donate money, and/or attend campaign events.
Candidates may adopt and focus on issues that are more important to younger
voters.
Total for question 1

3 points
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Question 1
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview
•

The Concept Application question expected students to describe course concepts using real-world scenarios.
In this scenario they were given a celebrity quote from an Instagram post that was connected to the course
concept of voting rights and voter turnout. Students were expected to recognize structural barriers to voting
such as restrictive voter registration laws and procedures. Students were also expected to understand the
course concept of federalism with regard to voting laws and procedures for states versus the federal
government. Finally, students were expected to understand how candidate campaigns could be altered to
impact voter behavior and the influence of media, specifically social media, on candidate campaigns.

•

This question expected students to describe a structural barrier to voting. Students were expected to
reference the scenario in order to derive the structural barrier. Students were also expected to explain how
the voter registration process differs across states and could be impacted by federalism. Finally, students
were required to explain how candidates might adjust their campaign with new media types/sources.

Sample: 1A
Score: 3
The response earned 1 point in part A for stating, “The structural barrier to voting that is referenced in the
scenario is having to register to vote” and “[t]he scenario references this in the end of Swift’s statement
when she writes ‘But first you need to register.’”
The response earned 1 point in part B for stating, “Many states in the US require registration prior to election
day rather than same day registration and voting,” and/or “[t]he states that don’t have either of these
implemented means that prior registration is required which creates obstacles for citizens in some states.”
The response earned 1 point in part C for stating that “candidates are going to seek out endorsement from
popular stars.”
Sample: 1B
Score: 2
The response did not earn a point in part A because it does not reference the scenario specifically, even though
it states, “The structural barrier to voting discussed is registering to vote.”
The response earned 1 point in part B because it states, “Registering to vote can be an obstacle in some states
rather than others because different states have different requirements on voting and regestration.”
The response earned 1 point in part C because it states, “If voter turnout increases, in the future, candidates
could spend more time relating to youth on social media platforms.”
Sample: 1C
Score: 1
The response did not earn a point in part A because it does not reference the scenario specifically and does not
reference voter registration.
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Question 1 (continued)
The response did not earn a point in part B because it does not discuss registration procedures varying from
state to state. It only references voting behaviors/practices.
The response earned 1 point in part C for stating, “They may appeal more to the younger audience, such as
using social media to outreach more, express more concern for public education, or more concern for student
loans/debts.” (All three examples are not needed for the point.)
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