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AP® Music Theory 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Question 2: Melodic Dictation 9 points

General Instructions

Always begin with the regular scoring guide. Try an alternate scoring guide only if necessary. (See 1.D.)
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I. Regular Scoring Guide
A. Award 1 point for each segment correct in both pitch and rhythm. 1 point each
o A “segment” is any half measure of the original melody, even if occurring over a (max 8)

bar line or beginning on a metrically weak pulse.

e To receive credit, a segment must not overlap with any other segment receiving
credit.

e Do not subdivide a note to identify a segment.
e To receive credit, a segment may be metrically shifted from its original position.

e Give no credit for the final half note if notation of pitches continues thereafter.

B. If at least one segment is correct in pitch and rhythm, award 1 additional point to 1 point
the total. For example, a response that is correct in all aspects receives a score of 8
+ 1, or 9. Exception: Do not award a 9 unless all measures have the correct number
of beats. Award an 8 (i.e., do not award the additional point) to an otherwise
perfect response that does not use bar lines correctly.

C. Record any score of 4 or higher and ignore the alternate scoring guides.

D. If after applying lLA. and |.B. the score is less than 4, try an alternate scoring guide.

Il. Alternate Scoring Guides (Do not award the additional point to the total.)

A. Award % point per segment of correct pitches. (Maximum of 4 points) % point each
OR (max 4)

B. Award % point per segment of correct rhythm. (Maximum of 2 points) % point each
(max 2)

Rounding Fractional Scores

e Total scores of %2 and 1% round up to the closest integer. Total scores of 2% and
3% round down to the closest integer.
e Quarter points should be rounded to the closest integer.
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AP® Music Theory 2021 Scoring Guidelines

lll. Scores with Additional Meaning
1 This score may also be used for a response that does not have one segment
correct in both pitch and rhythm but has two or more redeeming qualities. (Do
not award the additional point.)

0 This score is used for a response that demonstrates an attempt to answer the
guestion but has no redeeming qualities (or only one) or a response that is off-
topic or irrelevant.

NR Reserved for blank responses.
IV. Scoring Notes

A. The following notations will not receive credit: enharmonic equivalents; octave
transpositions; dots before the notehead; accidentals after the notehead.

B. If you use an alternate scoring guide, do not award the extra point to the total.

C. If you try both regular and alternate scoring guides, award the higher of the scores if
there is a difference.

D. Scores from one guide may not be combined with those from another guide.

Total for question 2 (Regular Scoring Guide) 9 points

The melody is given below without bar lines and beams to assist in identifying segments (a segment is any half
measure of the original melody, i.e., any set of four contiguous eighth-note beats):
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Record points for correct segments in the boxes below. Use either the regular scoring guide or one of the
alternate scoring guides.

Segment 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Add. Pt.

Regular Scoring

Alt. for Pitch

Y% point Mo
Alt. for Rhythm Max 2

% point
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Sample 2A

Write your response to QUESTION 2 on this page.

Question 2. The melody will be played four times. There will be a pause of 30 seconds after the first playing and a
one-minute pause after each subsequent playing. The melody you will hear uses all four of the measures provided
below and contains no rests. The melody will be played on a bassoon.

The pitch of the first note has been provided. Be sure to notate the rhythm of that note. Now listen to the melody for
the first time and begin working.

Moderato

—— — et

The melody for Question 2 will now be played a second time. /7]

The melody for Question 2 will now be played a third time. /7]

The melody for Question 2 will now be played a final time. (/7]

PLEASE GO ON TO THE NEXT SET OF QUESTIONS.
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Sample 2B

Write your response to QUESTION 2 on this page.

Question 2. The melody will be played four times. There will be a pause of 30 seconds after the first playing and a
one-minute pause after each subsequent playing. The melody you will hear uses all four of the measures provided
below and contains no rests. The melody will be played on a bassoon.

The pitch of the first note has been provided. Be sure to notate the rhythm of that note. Now listen to the melody for
the first time and begin working.

Moderato
P art _ Ff T
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The melody for Question 2 will now be played a second time.
The melody for Question 2 will now be played a third time.
The melody for Question 2 will now be played a final time.

PLEASE GO ON TO THE NEXT SET OF QUESTIONS.
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Sample 2C

Write your response to QUESTION 2 on this page.

Question 2. The melody will be played four times. There will be a pause of 30 seconds after the first playing and a
one-minute pause after each subsequent playing. The melody you will hear uses all four of the measures provided
below and contains no rests. The melody will be played on a bassoon.

The pitch of the first note has been provided. Be sure to notate the rhythm of that note. Now listen to the melody for
the first time and begin working.

Moderato
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The melody for Question 2 will now be played a second time.
The melody for Question 2 will now be played a third time.

The melody for Question 2 will now be played a final time. (/7]

PLEASE GO ON TO THE NEXT SET OF QUESTIONS.
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AP® Music Theory 2021 Scoring Commentary

Question 2
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

This question assessed students’ ability to:
e hear a four-measure melodic minor-key melody in bass clef and simple meter and notate the melody;
e hear and notate ascending and descending scalar patterns in the melodic minor mode;
e hear and notate an ascending arpeggiated tonic triad;
e hear and notate an ascending arpeggiated subdominant triad;
e hear and notate the dotted rhythms in measures 2 and 4;
¢ hear and notate melodic patterns containing stepwise motion and melodic skips;
e hear and notate a chromatic passing tone in measure 3 of the melody;
e hear and notate an idiomatic melodic cadence; and
e hear and notate pitches correctly in bass clef.

Sample: 2A
Score: 8

This represents a very good response. Segment one is incorrect in pitch because it does not have the
accidental on the second note. Segments two through eight are correct in pitch and rhythm and were awarded
7 points. Using the regular Scoring Guide, 1 extra point was awarded to the score of 7 for a total score of 8.

Sample: 2B
Score: 4

This represents a fair response. Segment one is incorrect due to a missing accidental and an incorrect pitch on
the fourth eighth note. Segments two and three are incorrect in pitch. Segments four and five are correct in pitch
and rhythm and were awarded 2 points. Segments six and seven are incorrect in pitch and rhythm. Segment
eight is correct and was awarded 1 point. Using the regular Scoring Guide, 1 extra point was awarded to the
score of 3 for a total score of 4.

Sample: 2C
Score: 2

This represents a poor response. Segment one is incorrect in pitch due to the missing accidental and the pitch
of the fourth eighth note. Segment two is incorrect in pitch. Segments three through seven are incorrect in
pitch and rhythm. Segment eight is correct in pitch and rhythm and was awarded 1 point. Using the regular
Scoring Guide, 1 extra point was awarded to the score of 1 for a total score of 2.

© 2021 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.


http:collegeboard.org

	AP® Music Theory Sample Student Responses and Scoring Commentary 
	Question 2: Melodic Dictation 
	General Instructions 
	 Roman one  Regular Scoring Guide 
	 Roman two Alternate Scoring Guides (Do not award the additional point to the total.) 
	Roman three Scores with Additional Meaning 
	Roman Four Scoring Notes 
	Question 2 
	Overview 
	 Sample: 2A 
	 Sample: 2B 
	 Sample: 2C 





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




