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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Perspective Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

excellence in

presentational speaking

and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

* Presentation addresses

prompt only minimally

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

Presentation addresses
almost all aspects of
prompt, including
explanation of view or

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including explanation of
view or perspective

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of

results in very fragmented
language

results in fragmented
language

simple structures

2 perspective, but may lack view or perspective
9 detail or elaboration
E Lacks organization and Scattered information Portions may lack Generally organized and ¢ Well organized and Well organized and
o coherence generally lacks organization or coherence; coherent; use of coherent, with a coherent, with a clear
S organization and infrequent use of transitional elements and progression of ideas that is progression of ideas; use of
8 coherence; minimal or no transitional elements and cohesive devices may be generally clear; some use appropriate transitional
¥ use of transitional cohesive devices inconsistent of transitional elements elements and cohesive
2 elements and cohesive and cohesive devices devices
= devices
Cultural information Cultural information has Cultural information may Generally correct cultural * Minimal errors in cultural Cultural information is
almost entirely inaccurate frequent or significant have several inaccuracies information with some information accurate and detailed
or missing inaccuracies inaccuracies
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural flow Strained or unnatural flow ¢ Generally exhibits ease of Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes with frequently interferes with of expression sometimes of expression does not expression expression
comprehensibility comprehensibility interferes with interfere with
comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace marked Generally consistent pace e Smooth pace with Natural pace with minimal
repetition repetition by some hesitation or with some unnatural occasional hesitation or hesitation or repetition
E repetition hesitation or repetition repetition, which does not
g distract from the message
E Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation do ¢ Infrequent or insignificant Pronunciation virtually
=) pronunciation necessitate pronunciation necessitate sometimes necessitate not necessitate special errors in pronunciation error free
intense listener effort constant listener effort special listener effort listener effort
Constant use of register Frequent use of register Use of re.!gister aind st.yle. May incIu.de severjal lapses ¢ Consistent use of .register Consistent use of register
and style inappropriate to and style inappropriate to épproprlate to sltuatlon is in oth.erW|se consistent use a.nd style appropriate to and style appropriate to
situation situation inconsistent or includes of register and style situation except for situation
many errors appropriate to situation occasional lapses
Insufficient, inappropriate Insufficient, inappropriate Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited e Variety of vocabulary and Rich vocabulary and idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms idioms, with sporadic
w constantly interfere with frequently interfere with interfere with errors
g comprehensibility comprehensibility comprehensibility
g Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical and Appropriate use of e Appropriate use of Variety of appropriate
< grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic syntactic structures grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic
2 structures significantly structures frequently sometimes interfere with structures, but with several structures, with sporadic structures, with minimal or
% interferes with interferes with comprehensibility errors in complex errors in complex no errors
S comprehensibility or comprehensibility or structures or limited to structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “ldon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The Cultural Perspective Presentation assesses speaking skills in the presentational communication mode by
having students present their perspectives on a specific topic related to Japanese culture. The prompt consists
of a statement in English identifying the audience and context, and a presentation prompt to which the
candidate is to respond.

On this year’s exam the prompt instructed students to present their perspectives on Japanese historical places,
beginning with an introduction, giving five examples or aspects of Japanese historical places with details,
explaining their view or perspective, and ending with a concluding remark. Students had four minutes to
prepare an outline and two minutes to record their responses. Each response receives a holistic score based on
how well it accomplishes the task in terms of task completion, delivery, and language use. In addition, the
score reflects the level of cultural knowledge exhibited in the presentation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

EHOyZFLALLIBEWLET, FAD., £uilt. [name of candidate] T4, FiZZhmnd, BAD, BERDH D
. & B|WAFico>WT, FELET, &oic, BLIUZOWTELET, BN, BARATREXARLUT, =< &A
BERNH-T, 47z, T, @20, ZolE, o THLRHIOT, 4F T, < EADOANF, B,
1T T, BoT, ¢ THLHELTT, KRIZ, BrotELWARFNIZOWTEE L, IBBIZAARTEREZRD 50T, F
TR KEDS, oo T, B—, Lo, FITLE, ETHEL TS T, BHS, < 2oT, WELL, &K
2y R, 2 SAHLENE, BT, HLE, 4. BAARTETHRE AR, BT, huh JER T, RER, F
NIEEZAELR-, EHIFNCRY Lz, REN, IR otz EEWET, KIZ, UFKE, BEXH
LTI, REN, FATWLHITITT, HART, REIE, £LoTh, Fhlle, AT, < SANRH-T, REN
FEATVWAENE, o, S SABBERH ST, BV, KEND, ZOFEAT, WE Lz, K#ZIZ, BAR
T, BENRTES EAHDLFTE. o LIRS T, FF, FLMthL, Lo TH, BERHDHFTTT, AART, fHEO
FHED, Lo THRUIT, & 0FELmtiL, BENZS SAHY FT, fEins LT, BARIE, 72< SAREER
HDOPTN, HoT, £oTH, W EFHWNET,

Commentary

This presentation demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It addresses all
aspects of prompt (e.g., & 1111, I &, T, RENF AL TWBFT, 5F & #1) with thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of perspective (H AT, K&Ei%, &> T, FHIR AT, < SANNH- T, RENE
ATWD EZAIE, e SABERH ST, BWVEEHE, KREN, TOFTIFEA T, WE L7). The cultural
information is accurate and detailed. The presentation is well organized and coherent, with a clear progression
of ideas using cohesive devices (F&#JIZ, KIZ, U H, & %2, fiim & L C). The expression is natural and flows
easily. The language includes rich vocabulary (55 — 7 5 CHE, 1o, K&, 72#) and a variety of appropriate
grammar with minimal errors (451> C for &5lI72 DT, 2E L7277 for 78 L VFR).

© 2021 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

LU FE LT, A, L. [name of candidate], &H L E3, EH, Hr, 12, 2T, BELT, WTEEW
ERWET, T BT U mthl 13, 72K SA BoZ e B BV ET, £, uh frh BT I
ITETV, W& ATEXWVWTT, WIZ, BAZHEF, T, B, FAZHIHATE, & TH, BL LA, JEHY
I Cd, WAZIGATNL, 72< SA. LA, BEATEAN, Ofiv, &, A, HEFES, A8, BRET, F=12. A
B, LREIE, O, uhuh A& ERIFT, 2 EAEEELEZ, Bx25, uh &, <0, B, b BV ET,
B, FKIER, RKEEFIL., & Ch, T=A, OFEE, A, HY £7, [cough] FIIT, HutlE, 72< &A. uh,
ORI, B, U2y, A2, uh 3T, Tb., 22 TiE, uh, KERZOE, &, &, B, U ETT,
HOMEHITEZNET,

Commentary

This presentation demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It addresses
almost all aspects of the prompt (ftl, ¥ A Z 55T, A, Kk, SIER, HR) including explanations of
perspectives ([ & Fliix, 72< SAMES %, B % 5). Itis generally organized and coherent with consistent
use of transitional elements (56 —1Z, ¥RIZ, 5 =12, FHMIZ, FFTIZ, LL_E). The cultural information is generally
correct. The expression is strained but does not interfere with comprehensibility (A Z 9 HATIE, 72< S A,
LA, BEATEANDVDL, %, HE, AEEd, AE, R E 7). The language includes limited vocabulary (&
A Z 9 5T for ¥ D IFT; RE 9 for A1 F97) and simple structures (K72 2 5%, &4 72), but errors
do not interfere with comprehensibility (5, &, 12, DWW T, BEL T, WTEEZWEBWET, FK
WL B U, Bz, BKEERIT, & CTHT7 = ADFEL2% Y £97). This presentation could have
earned a higher score had it contained more cultural information with elaboration and more complex syntactic
structures with fewer errors.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

[long silence] 4, £ LE—7, H—. HAREFT—, E—THLELERHR, HV ET, TOWHIL, TH T, K
#Hix—. uh, £ TH, AT, T, B, H—, ET—, + ¢+« T, ETC—, [longpause] x &—, X°F
55U, uhyuhuh », 2O, 20" I, RESHL, RESLIE, £TH, HW, T, TTL—, um, - -
uhZzD =, 13—

Commentary

This presentation suggests lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It
addresses the topic only marginally (7145, #F A, & &, 2% 5 ). Some cohesive devices (T DI, D E A)
are used, but the information is scattered and lacks organization. The labored expression frequently interferes
with comprehensibility (F&Fi%, uh, &TH, AT, EHD, &, H—., =T, [pause] X t, Z7T).Frequent
repetitions (X b D%, &, T, 2 &, RESHL, b, 20T, 20T, 1L, RESL, £ 5 UIF) and long
pauses necessitate constant listener effort. The language use shows insufficient vocabulary and idioms (X° % .5
L) and limited control of grammatical structures (&R IX., ., & TH, AANF. EbD, 2, b—, T, X
). This response could have earned a higher score had it directly addressed the prompt and demonstrated
greater control over language delivery and use.
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