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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Conversation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in

interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

excellence in
interpersonal speaking

in interpersonal speaking

Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

with comprehensibility
or results in very
fragmented language

with comprehensibility
or results in
fragmented language

with comprehensibility

in complex structures
or limited to simple
structures

errors in complex
structures

s minimally or marginally prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
= E an appropriate but basic but appropriate an appropriate thorough and very thorough and
,E o incomplete answer answer response appropriate response; appropriate response;
cE) may include includes elaboration
o elaboration and detail and detail
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural Strained or unnatural Generally exhibits ease e Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes frequently interferes flow of expression flow of expression does of expression expression
with comprehensibility with comprehensibility sometimes interferes not interfere with
with comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace Generally consistent Smooth pace with e Natural pace with
repetition repetition marked by some pace with some occasional hesitation or minimal hesitation or
hesitation or repetition unnatural hesitation or repetition, which does repetition
repetition not distract from the
= message
L
; Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation Infrequent or e Pronunciation virtually
g pronunciation pronunciation sometimes necessitate do not necessitate insignificant errors in error free
necessitate intense necessitate constant special listener effort special listener effort pronunciation
listener effort listener effort
Constant use of Frequent use of Use of register and May include several Consistent use of e Consistent use of
register and style register and style style appropriate to lapses in otherwise register and style register and style
inappropriate to inappropriate to situation is inconsistent consistent use of appropriate to appropriate to
situation situation or includes many errors register and style situation except for situation
appropriate to occasional lapses
situation
Insufficient, Insufficient, Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary e Rich vocabulary and
inappropriate inappropriate vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms and idioms, with idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms interfere with sporadic errors
) constantly interfere frequently interfere comprehensibility
3 with comprehensibility with comprehensibility
3 Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical Appropriate use of Appropriate use of e Excellent use of
g grammatical and grammatical and and syntactic grammatical and grammatical and grammar and syntax,
g syntactic structures syntactic structures structures syntactic structures, syntactic structures, with minimal or no
< significantly interferes frequently interferes sometimes interfere but with several errors with sporadic errors
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE-Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

o Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e Notin Japanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluates speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It comprises a statement in English that identifies an interlocutor and
conversation topic, followed by a series of four related prompts in Japanese. After each prompt, students have
20 seconds to respond.

On this year’s exam students participated in a conversation with Daisuke Yamamoto, director of an after-
school program at a Japanese elementary school, about volunteering in the program. To successfully respond
to the prompt the students had to (1) respond to the director’s greeting and question about weather, (2) explain
why they wanted to volunteer at an elementary school, (3) express their preference for a grade level or levels,
and (4) indicate a time they could visit the following week to observe the program.

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
ZAEBIE, ZHELORKUITIKVWTT, 2oL, DU THA=T R, BIZ, 2oL, 25200 TTh,
b, 228, RABT I, BT, 228, WNEERWET,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the

prompt, providing an appropriate response and elaborating by mentioning summer weather (2 > &, 7V 7 %
N=T R, BT, 2ok, 2252080 TTh, 906, o0&, REANT I, &BLT, 228, WNEEE
\ E 7). Although the response includes frequent hesitation (B2, x> &, 7225 25H 0 TIH, TINDH, 2
Sk, RaNT I, &L T, 2o t), this does not significantly distract from the message. The register is
consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response includes a variety of vocabulary with sporadic errors
(72528 D TETNHE; W7 & BuyE ) that do not distract from the message (725> % Y 723025 should
be 72 %5 ®C). The response includes complex grammatical structures (7 U 7 V=7 M, BT, 22&. 25
DHDTT, T, 2ok, RANT I, BT, 228, WniZe k1), although there is one
error in vocabulary (72 5> % ¥, which can be understood as 72 % 1%79). This response could have earned a
higher score had it included additional elaboration and one or more examples of rich vocabulary, and had the
delivery included fewer hesitations.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Zobd, uh ZAHIE, FAOLHRIIE [name of candidate] T4, Z-obD, KKIL. WWTY, 4. uhh - -
IZ, 4. uh, . LW ATY, 75, uhh, 4, BW3RATY,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response by explaining the overall weather and specific details about the weather (=
S>bo, R&EUE, W Td, 4, uhh - -2, 4, uh, §. LoARWRATY, 2n5H, uhh, 54, BWRATY).
The somewhat strained flow of expression does not interfere with comprehensibility (5. . U722 AT
3. 25, uhh, 4. 232 A T7). The pace is generally consistent, but with some unnatural hesitation and
repetition (Z o H®, uh ZAIIXHIE; ZobD, K&IX, WWTI; 4, uhh- -2, 4. uh, {. Ui
<4, 7,5, uhh, 4. B2 A TF). The response includes a complex structure (i, U722 AT, 7
©. uhh, 5. 272 A T9) with a grammatical error (2 72 A7) This response could have earned a higher
score had it been delivered with a smoother pace and with fewer grammatical errors (&7 A7) and more
complex structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
b—, TbHbH, RATT, H—, W+« WWTT, - - o0&, THEEA,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. The response attempts to address the
prompt but produces an inappropriate utterance that does not respond completely to the question (5 &, X
LTT, b—, W, - - WV TT). The expression is labored, and the response contains frequent hesitation
and repetition (b—., £H 5, KK TT, H—, L, » - VN TT, + + xo&—, THAEHFA). Because
the prompt asks about the weather where the student lives, the response’s inappropriate vocabulary (%5 %)
interferers with comprehensibility. The limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures frequently
interferes with comprehensibility and results in fragmented language (£ H 5. KA Td . Ho—, W, « « W
VN C9). This response could have earned a higher score had it directly addressed the weather where the
student lives and exhibited better control of grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

2. e, F ZTAHANG, BH, &L AT T 4T, ELTVWET, b, o0&, &, AHEL, 20k b
Sk E, TEWTT, &L ARTUT 4TI b, FHE—FRIESZ LB TELL, 5L, W EEINE
j‘o

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a very thorough and appropriate
response, giving more than one reason to volunteer. It contains some use of filled pauses (% &), but there is
minimal hesitation with no repetition. The pronunciation is excellent, and the use of register is consistent and
appropriate (e <. 72T W & U vE97). Grammar usage is also excellent, with only minor errors (+fit,
AN fE . 72T,

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
RV T 4 T7HR—, L=, . T, Unm, community., %. Fz\F9, Fz-o7=>, uhh, ZL T, Ffit
D, HETY,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. The pace is generally consistent, with some English filled pauses (Umm,;
Uh). There is one lapse in register (15> 72\ >). Some pronunciation errors (“volunteer” and “community”)
necessitate close listening. The grammatical constructions used are simple or contain errors (Ffz\ ¥ 7, Fin
72V instead of F{&EV 72 T9). This response could have earned a higher score had it included more detail
and more complex grammatical structures and vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
MoZHDEXIZ, UK, 77, TI7X—RAIT—NADTa—TF LN, LIZWTT, um % LT, FAiE, it
HIFEFT, Lz, TT,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt by
attempting to explain the speaker’s wish to help/give to children, but this is not fully explained (fAi%. TfitiddH
¥ % 7). Insufficient vocabulary (7 7, 7 7% —A 27 —/)L®O 71— 3 1) and grammar (FAl%, +#i3dF %
9, L7\, T7)interfere with comprehensibility. The delivery is very slow, with frequent hesitations. This
response could have earned a higher score had it demonstrated a stronger control of vocabulary and grammar
and given a clearer and more complete answer.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
%@\ Eﬁﬁi@ﬁﬁlb\b\fik%b\i»—ﬁ‘o :@éb\Z)S“ 35)-——\ %:)é L/l/\fik;%a\b\i'j_o %b\—a—\ 35)0)\ 445'5%03:
FEWNWT XL EENWETITE, FRh. WU, A THWLWNTT L,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt thoroughly
and directly by stating a preference (=44 575\ ) and providing an explanation for the choice (Z ® &\
N, HH, L LWEE EvE ). In addition, the response explains a reason for reluctance to work with
younger children (—4AFH W T X 572 L BEF71F L) as well as stating a willingness to work with this
group or any other grade level (Z#LH U, (i TH W TT L), It contains complex grammatical structures (—
FEAITHENWT 572 L B E9iF £) with minor errors (Z D X, FHNTE 5, W72 & EVvE ) that do not
interfere with comprehensibility. The response demonstrates general ease of expression and contains only a
single lapse in register (Z#1%. V). The response could have earned a higher score had it contained more
complex grammatical structures and a greater variety of vocabulary.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
b—, I, RA, 2T, To, FWVWTTh, W TTR, b—, - - —F4E B, VTR,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate answer by stating a preference (—4F4, 23, W\ C94). The flow is strained
(b—., MHF, A, »F, 5, TTD, WV TT 1), and the frequent repetition suggests limited
vocabulary. The response would have earned a higher score had it responded to the prompt more directly and
demonstrated smoother delivery and a greater control of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
umm, S A, uh&E4, 2, - - @K, Z4FE4%E, ©9—, uhh, VW, —FE4E,

Commentary

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally with a mention of what is likely the grade level of the respondent (E:. =44, T7), followed by
a mention of a school grade level (—#-4:) with no indication of making the choice that is requested in the
prompt. Insufficient vocabulary constantly interferes with comprehensibility. The limited control of
grammatical structures results in very fragmented language (& A, uh, 4. 2, - - &K, Z4EE, T9H).
The response could have earned a higher score had it more directly addressed the prompt.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Cod, AR, O, 5REITAILE D TTh, FROKZROT—, 3 <KkONET, AR THWVWNTT L, TH
—. A—o &, 4l 5IFT, BEWLET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a very thorough and appropriate
response with elaboration and detail by providing a specific date and time (A H. @, 5 kI A), stating a
reason (SER D% 72D T—, T BN FET), and also offering an alternate time (4 B>, 5 Bf). It contains
complex grammar (Ko ET, ;4R THWOWTT L, ;4 KEH, 51T, BEV L £ ) and the expression is
natural and flowing, with minimal fillers (X — - &) and virtually error-free pronunciation.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Rok—, bWl — I—A, I, EALE—T— + - Zob— FHEI0K, 1T, kET, 2oL
—. A, BLACLTWD,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response (X A JL—O— ; /% 10 if, |2, ¥ FE 7). The pace is generally consistent,
with some unnatural hesitation (9 —A. % > &—). The strained flow of expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility. The use of register is generally consistent, with one lapse (3 L #!Z L TV %). The response
could have earned a higher score had it provided elaboration and detail and included more complex
grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
I A TV, WO T, 22—, ZhiE, W EEnE9, [long pause] SEITV D,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt minimally by
mentioning next week” (3&# %\ V"), but the response is incomplete since it does not specify a day or time.
Insufficient vocabulary interferes with comprehensibility (IX\>, \W->TF; ZHiE, W& EuvE9). The
response could have earned a higher score had it more directly addressed the prompt.
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