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AP® European History 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

Question 4: Long Essay Question, Cultural Effects of the First World War 6 points  

General Scoring Notes 
• Except where otherwise noted, each point of these rubrics is earned independently; for example, a student could earn a point for evidence 

without earning a point for thesis/claim. 
• Accuracy: The components of these rubrics require that students demonstrate historically defensible content knowledge. Given the timed nature 

of the exam, essays may contain errors that do not detract from their overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the 
argument is accurate. 

• Clarity: Exam essays should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those errors will not be counted against a student 
unless they obscure the successful demonstration of the content knowledge, skills, and practices described below. 

Evaluate the most significant cultural effect of the First World War during the period 1918 to 1939. 

© 2021 College Board 



   

  

 
  

 
 

  

   
     

     

 

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row A 
Thesis/Claim 

(0–1 points)  

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point.  

1 point 
Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line of 
reasoning.  

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Are  not  historically defensible.  
• Only restate or rephrase the prompt. 
• Do not respond  to the  prompt. 
• Do not establish a line of reasoning.  
• Are overgeneralized. 

Examples that do not earn this point: 

Do not focus on the topic  of the  prompt  
• “The most significant effect of the war was that it led to a 

second, even more destructive war only a few years  later.” 

Do not provide  a historically defensible claim  
• “World War I wiped out an entire European generation and 

scarred Europe’s culture forever.” 

Do not establish a line of reasoning although the claim is 
historically defensible   
• “The most important cultural effect of the war was on the 

young generation that experienced it firsthand.” 

Restate the prompt or are overgeneralized  
• “The experience  of war darkened European culture in the 

interwar period.” 

Responses that earn this point: 
• Provide a historically defensible  thesis or claim about the  most significant cultural effect 

of the First World War in the period 1918 to 1939. The thesis or  claim must either provide 
some indication of the reasoning for making that claim OR establish  the  analytic 
categories of the argument. 

Examples that earn this point: 

Establish a line  of  reasoning that evaluates the topic  of the  prompt  
• “The war’s most  significant cultural effect was to  erode many Europeans’ belief in Europe’s 

cultural superiority.” 
• “The War’s most significant  cultural effect was to  undermine nineteenth-century cultural 

and artistic conventions. The shock of technological warfare led Europeans to try to create 
new forms of art better suited to  the modern age.” 

Establish a line  of reasoning that evaluates the topic  of the  prompt with analytic categories  
• “The war’s most  important effect was to cause many Europeans  to question the certainties 

of the previous period; some became bitter and disillusioned as a result while others were 
inspired to create new forms of art.” 

Establish a line  of reasoning  
• “The horrors of the war  created a Lost Generation who questioned Europe’s  cultural 

values.”  (Minimally acceptable thesis/claim) 

Additional Notes: 
• The thesis or claim must consist  of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion (which may not be limited to the first 

or last paragraphs). 
• The thesis or claim must identify  a relevant development(s) in the period, although it is not required to encompass the entire period. 

© 2021 College Board 



   

  

 
  

 
 

  

   
     

 

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row B 
Contextualization 

(0–1 points)  

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point.  

1 point 
Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Provide  an overgeneralized statement  about the time period 

referenced in the prompt.  
• Provide context that is not relevant to the prompt. 
• Provide a passing phase or  reference. 

Examples that do not  earn this  point:  

Provide overly generalized attempts at contextualization   
• “During World War One from 1914–1918, it is clear that 

many lives have been dramatically changed,  some for the  
best, and some  for the worst.”  

• “A massive event like the First World War was bound to 
influence European culture.” 

Provide a passing  phrase or  reference   
• “The First World  War was the first total industrial  war.” 

Responses that earn this point: 
• Accurately describe a context relevant to  the  cultural effects  of the First World War. 

Examples of relevant context  that earn this  point  include the following, if appropriate  
elaboration is provided:  
• Nationalism/jingoism prior to the war  
• Trench warfare and mechanized warfare 
• Mass casualties of the war 
• Prewar anxieties and questioning of certainties 
• Nineteenth-century positivism and belief in progress  
• Prewar optimism about  perceived European superiority 
• Political extremism in the interwar period 
• New Imperialism and/or colonialism 
• Victorian  customs and  values  

Example of acceptable contextualization:  
• “Even before the war, many European artists and intellectuals began to doubt whether the 

mechanistic view of the universe and the rational view of human behavior were valid.” 
• “Soldiers and civilians on both sides were told that the aim of the war was  to save 

civilization, but the way the war  was fought began to seem barbaric.” 

Additional Notes: 
• The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before,  during, or continue after the 

time frame of the question. 
• To earn this point, the context provided must be more than a phrase or reference. 

© 2021 College Board 



   

  

 
  

 
 

   

   
       

 

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row C 
Evidence 

(0–2 points)  

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one 
point.  

1 point 
Provides  specific  examples  of evidence  relevant to the  topic  
of the  prompt.  

2 points 
Supports an  argument  in  response to  the prompt  using  
specific  and relevant  examples of  evidence.  

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn points: 
• Identify a single  piece of evidence.  
• Provide evidence that is not 

relevant to the topic  of prompt. 
• Provide evidence that is outside the 

time period or region specified in  
the prompt.  

• Repeat information that is  specified 
in the prompt. 

Examples  that do not earn points:  

Provide  evidence that is outside the  
time period   
• “The development and use of the 

atomic bomb confirmed many 
Europeans’ belief in the futility of 
war.” 

Responses that earn 1 point: 
• Identify at least  two specific historical examples  relevant 

to  the  topic of the cultural effects of the First World War 
in the period 1918 to 1939. 

Examples  of evidence that  are  specific and relevant include  
the following  (two examples required):  
• Interwar artistic  movements (e.g.,  Expressionism, 

Futurism, Surrealism, Dadaism) 
• Anti-war literature (e.g.,  British trench poets,  All Quiet on 

the  Western Front) 
• Prowar literature (e.g.,  Storm  of Steel) 
• Existentialism 
• Freud and his influence on art and literature 
• Greater American influence on European culture  (e.g., 

jazz, Hollywood  films, Lost Generation) 
• Changes in gender roles (e.g.,  ‘The New Woman’) 
• Social  impact of  political ideologies (e.g.,  racism, family 

structure,  anti-Semitism) 
• State-sponsored art 

Example of a statement that earns  one  point for evidence:  
• “Otto Dix’s grotesque images of wounded veterans and 

the Tombs of the Unknown Soldier built  in many  countries 
after the war are both examples of Europe’s cultural 
response to the  war.” 

Responses that earn 2 points: 
• Use at least two specific historical examples  to 

support an argument regarding  the cultural effects of 
the First World  War in the period 1918 to 1939. 

Examples that successfully support an argument with  
evidence:   
• “Remarque’s unheroic portrayal  of alienated young 

German soldiers  was a direct attack on the Romantic 
nationalism that had influenced much of the pre-war 
art and literature.” (Functions as part of an argument 
that the war led to cynicism about pre-war values) 

• “Some artists and intellectuals saw the war as an 
opportunity to  make a clean break with what  they 
saw as a corrupt pre-war culture. Russian artists 
employed Expressionism and later Socialist  Realism in 
support of the Communist party’s claims to be 
building a new,  better society.” (Uses evidence to 
support the argument that the  war provided an 
opportunity for a fresh start) 

Additional Notes: 
• Typically, statements credited as  evidence will be more specific than statements credited as contextualization. 
• If a response has a multipart argument,  then it can meet the threshold of two  pieces of evidence  by  giving one  example for one part  of the argument and another 

example for a different part of the argument,  but the total number of examples  must still be at least two. 

© 2021 College Board 



   

  

 
  

 
 

 

   

   

 
   

 

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

 

Row D 
Analysis and 

Reasoning 

(0–2 points)  

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria  
for one point.  

1 point 
Uses historical  reasoning (e.g.,  comparison,  causation,  
continuity  and change)  to  frame or  structure an  argument  
that  addresses the  prompt.  

2 points 
Demonstrates  a complex  understanding  of the  historical  development  
that is the  focus of the  prompt, using  evidence to  corroborate,  qualify,  
or  modify an argument that  addresses the  question.  

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn 
points: 
• May  include  evidence but 

offer no reasoning  to 
connect the  evidence  to 
an argument.  

• May assert the use  of  
historical reasoning  but do  
not use it to frame  or  
structure  an argument. 

Examples that do not earn  
points:  

Provide evidence  but offer  no  
reasoning to connect the  
evidence  to  an argument  
• “The  massive casualties  of 

the war  shocked 
Europeans.” 

Responses that earn 1 point: 
• Must demonstrate the use of historical  reasoning to frame or  

structure  an argument that addresses  the cultural  effects of 
the First World  War in the period  1918 to 1939,  although the  
reasoning may be  uneven, limited or  imbalanced.  

Using a historical thinking  skill  to frame  or  structure an  
argument could include:  
• Using  causal reasoning to explain significant psychological 

effects of  the war  and how those contributed  to post-war 
cultural changes  

• Structuring  an argument thematically  to  consider  different 
subcategories  of the cultural effects  of the war  (e.g.,  
negative/rejectionist vs.  positive)  

• Structuring an argument logically  to consider  the merits of 
alternative possibilities a s the most important effect  

• Arranging an   argument as  a chronological narrative of  
developments over  the  course of  the  period showing change  
over  time  

Examples of acceptable  use of historical reasoning:  
• “The war led some  artists to simply reject earlier  cultural  

forms, while  it led  others  to create new cultural  forms  better 
suited to the postwar  world.” (Establishes two categories of  
effects. This  statement would  need  to be  followed with at  
least  minimal elaboration  of  this  reasoning.)  

• “While  antiwar  themes  remained important  throughout the  
interwar period,  as the immediate  shock  of the war faded,  
more positive  views of the war  began to  be expressed.”  
(Identifies both causation and references  change over time in 
the  discussion of significant effects  of the  war.  This  
statement would  need  to be  followed with at  least minimal  
elaboration  of this reasoning.)  

Responses that earn 2 points: 
May demonstrate  a complex understanding in a variety of  ways,  such as:  
• Explaining  the  nuance  of an issue by  analyzing multiple  variables. 
• Explaining both similarity  and difference,  or  explaining both continuity and 

change,  or explaining  multiple causes, or  explaining  both causes and  effects.  
• Explaining relevant and insightful  connections  within and across periods. 
• Confirming the validity of  an argument by corroborating multiple  

perspectives a cross themes.  
• Qualifying  or modifying an argument by considering diverse  or alternative 

views or evidence.  
Demonstrating complex  understanding might  include  any  of  the  following,  if  
appropriate elaboration is provided:  
• Evaluating whether the  reactive  or rejectionist cultural  tendencies  coming 

out of  the war  were  more  or less significant than  the reconstructive  
tendencies. (Qualifies or   modifies an  argument)  

• Explaining different effects of the  war in different regions of Europe (e.g.,  
contrasting the war’s  effects  on artists in  France and Britain,  the  Western  
allies,  vs.  Germany or  discussing  how  cultural responses  in Russia  were  
shaped by  communism).(Explains  nuance,  multiple variables)  

• Explaining  the  changing influence of  the  war over the course  of  the  period  
or  considering its  continued influence into the later  20th  century  (Provides  
insightful connections within and across  periods. Note that  discussion of the  
period  after  1939  would need to be  more  than a passing  reference to count  
as  complexity.)  

• Considering the interrelationship between political developments and 
cultural changes in response to  the  war.  (Confirms  the validity  of an 
argument by  corroborating  multiple  perspectives across themes)  

Additional Notes: 
• This  demonstration of complex  understanding must be  part of the  argument,  not merely  a  phrase or  reference. 

© 2021 College Board 
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AP® European History 2021 Scoring Commentary 

 

Question 4 — Long Essay Question 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

The LEQ asked students to formulate a thesis/argument, to utilize evidence, to address historical context, and 
to display an ability to employ historical thinking skills in response to a prompt about a particular historical 
development or episode in European history. In 2021 each LEQ asked students to determine the most 
significant effects of historical events or processes in European history. In the case of LEQ 4, responses were 
expected to demonstrate historical reasoning, specifically analyzing the most significant cultural effect of the 
First World War during the period 1918–1939 (Key Concept 4.4.I.A). Students were expected to provide a line 
of reasoning about why this was the most significant effect and to relate the topic of the prompt to the broader 
historical events, developments, or processes that occurred before, during, or continued after the time frame 
specified in the prompt. Responses were expected to provide specific examples of evidence relevant to the 
topic of the First World War and to use this evidence to support an argument. Responses were expected to 
demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to frame or to structure an argument that addressed the prompt. 
Although the prompt directed the students toward the historical reasoning skill of causation, responses could 
also frame their arguments around other types of historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, continuity and change 
over time). Responses were expected to demonstrate complex understanding, which could be achieved in 
various ways. For instance, responses could discuss the thematic preoccupations of the arts and philosophies 
of the interwar period or the impact of other cultural effects, such as the fears of a second military conflict or 
the emergence of radical ideologies. Responses might also explain relevant and insightful connections across 
time by discussing cultural upheavals in other periods, such as the emergence of critical thought during the 
Enlightenment or the Romantic era. All are ways to display complex understanding. Responses were assessed 
on the extent to which they performed in the following four categories: thesis and/or claim, contextualization, 
evidence, and analysis and reasoning. 

Sample: 4A 
Score:  6  

Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization:  1  
Evidence: 2 
Analysis and Reasoning: 2  

Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for thesis/claim because, in the first paragraph, it connects the advent and 
continuity of anxiety expressed in art, science, and existential thought to the First World War. 

Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for contextualization as it addresses a worldview colored by Romanticism during 
the Belle Epoque that set the stage for an age of anxiety after the First World War. 

© 2021 College Board. 
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org. 



     

  
   

   
 

    
 

     
            

          
  

 
        

              
              

 
     

 
   

             
               

        
 

   
           

           
              

     
 

  

 
 

  

 
   

 
            

      
 

   
 

           
      

 
    

 
     

              
       

  

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Commentary 

Question 4 — Long Essay Question (continued) 

Evidence (0–2 points): 2 

Providing Specific Examples of Evidence 
The response earned 1 point for mentioning the specific intellectual/cultural trends in the interwar period (e.g., 
Surrealism, Expressionism, psychoanalysis, relativity) and the individuals who contributed to those 
movements. 

Using Specific Evidence in Support of a Relevant Argument 
The response earned 1 point for using specific evidence in support of an argument because it marshals those 
pieces of evidence to create a causal effect between the war and feelings of meaningless and uncertainty. 

Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 2 

Using Historical Reasoning 
The response earned 1 point for using historical reasoning to frame or structure an argument that analyzes an 
intellectual shift in the arts and sciences away from reason, realism, and absolute morality to the irrational and 
the abstract because of the First World War’s devastating effects. 

Demonstrating Complex Understanding 
The response earned 1 point for demonstrating a complex understanding with a nuanced explanation of the 
effects of the First World War that draws from multiple disciplines. The response analyzes how prewar 
intellectual trends culminated in a decisive break with the past, giving rise to modern cultural forms and ideas 
as a result of the war. 

Sample: 4B 
Score:  4  

Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization:  1  
Evidence: 1 
Analysis and  Reasoning: 1  

Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for thesis/claim because it identifies sadness and anger and the emergence of 
existentialism as significant cultural effects of the First World War. 

Contextualization (0–1 points):1 

The response earned 1 point for contextualization because it identifies the political and economic effects of the 
First World War, as well as prewar nationalism. 

Evidence (0–2 points): 1 

Providing Specific Examples of Evidence 
The response earned 1 point for providing specific examples of evidence by referring to existentialism and 
anti-Semitism as effects of the First World War. 

© 2021 College Board. 
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org. 



     

  
   

   
 

       
            

            
 

     
 

   
           

          
 

   
              

             
 

 
  

 
 

  

 
   

 
               

       
 

    
 

           
            

 
    

 
     

          
      

 
       

             
               

          
 
  

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Commentary 

Question 4 — Long Essay Question (continued) 

Using Specific Evidence in Support of a Relevant Argument 
The response did not earn a point for using specific evidence in support of an argument because its coverage 
of anti-Semitism is minimal and not clearly related back to the argument. 

Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 1 

Using Historical Reasoning 
The response earned 1 point for using historical reasoning (causation) to frame an argument because it 
demonstrates how existentialism was the most significant cultural consequence of the First World War. 

Demonstrating Complex Understanding 
The response did not earn the point for demonstrating a complex understanding because it does not offer a 
nuanced analysis, corroboration of the evidence in the argument, or insights across periods or geographical 
regions. 

Sample: 4C 
Score:  2  

Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization:  0  
Evidence: 1 
Analysis and  Reasoning: 0  

Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for a minimal thesis/claim because it links the destruction of the First World War 
to the creation of new art and beliefs. 

Contextualization (0–1 points): 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization because its mention of the physical and mental effects 
experienced by soldiers during the First World War is merely a passing phrase or reference. 

Evidence (0–2 points): 1 

Providing Specific Examples of Evidence 
The response earned 1 point for providing specific examples of evidence as expressions of postwar 
disillusionment (e.g., Dadaism and Freudian analysis). 

Using Specific Evidence in Support of a Relevant Argument 
The response did not earn a point for using specific evidence in support of an argument because only Dadaism 
as a cultural effect is sufficiently linked to the First World War. Although other evidence is provided, it is not 
adequately linked to an argument about cultural effects of the war. 

© 2021 College Board. 
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org. 



     

  
   

   
 

     
 

   
            

          
 

   
           

          
    

 

 

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Commentary 

Question 4 — Long Essay Question (continued) 

Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 0 

Using Historical Reasoning 
The response did not earn a point for using historical reasoning to frame or structure an argument because it 
fails to evaluate, explain, or make logical connections among the examples provided. 

Demonstrating Complex Understanding 
The response did not earn a point for demonstrating a complex understanding because it does not use 
evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument or to explain insightful connections between the First 
World War and culture. 

© 2021 College Board. 
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org. 

http:collegeboard.org

	AP® European History Sample Student Responses and Scoring Commentary 
	Question 4: Long Essay Question, Cultural Effects of the First World War 
	General Scoring Notes 

	Question 4 — Long Essay Question 
	Overview 
	Sample: 4A 
	Sample: 4B 
	Sample: 4C 
	Contextualization (0–1 points): 0 





