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Question 3 

Development of 
Argument/Analysis 

Use of Latin Inferences & 
Conclusions 

Contextual 
Knowledge 

5 

Strong 

The student develops a strong 
essay about enemy strategies 
and consistently aligns it to 
Latin evidence. Occasional 
errors need not weaken the 
overall impression of the essay. 

The student uses 
copious examples 
of accurate, 
specific, and 
relevant Latin, 
properly cited, 
drawn from 
throughout both 
passages. 

The student 
consistently uses 
inferences and 
draws conclusions 
that accurately 
reflect the Latin and 
support the analysis. 

The student uses 
specific contextual
references consistently 
in order to support the 
analysis. 

4 The student develops a good  
essay about  enemy strategies,  
providing main ideas  and 
some supporting details. 
Although the  analysis may n ot  
be nuanced,  it  is based on a  
sound understanding of the  
Latin.  

The student  
provides  examples 
of Latin that are  
generally accurate, 
specific, and 
relevant, properly 
cited;  while not  
plentiful, they  are 
drawn from  
throughout both 
passages.  

The student  makes  
some inferences and  
draws some 
conclusions that  
accurately reflect  
the Latin and 
support the  analysis. 
The student  may 
rely  only on what is  
stated, or may  
make inaccurate 
inferences.  

The student  uses some  
specific contextual 
references  that support  
the analysis.  

Good 

3 The student develops an 
adequate  essay about  enemy 
strategies. The  answer  reflects  
some understanding of the 
passage  OR  the essay  may be  
strong  for one passage but  
weak for the other. Analysis 
(1) may not be well developed, 
(2) may rely on main ideas but 
few supporting details, or (3) 
may be more summary than 
analysis. 

The student  may 
provide  few  
accurate Latin  
citations; they may 
not  be linked to the  
analysis or  may  fail  
to support it.  

The student  may
display only 
limited  
understanding  of  
implied information.  

 The student  may 
sometimes  
misunderstand 
contextual references  
or  fail  to connect them  
effectively to the 
analysis.  

Average 
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Question 3 (continued) 

Development of 
Argument 

Use of Latin Inferences & 
Conclusions 

Contextual 
Knowledge 

2 The student  recognizes 
the passage(s) but  
presents only a  weak  
essay.  It may be 
confusing a nd lack  
organization or may  
rely on summary. It  
addresses (1)  only 
portions  of each 
passage or  (2)  
addresses one passage 
well but the other not at 
all.  

The student  provides  
little Latin support,  
which is taken out of  
context or  
misunderstood, or the  
student  may use no 
Latin.  

The student  may 
make incorrect  
assumptions  or  
make inferences 
and conclusions 
based on the  
passages only  
rarely.  

The student  may show  
no understanding or  
a thorough  
misunderstanding of  
context;  references to  
context, if any, are  
irrelevant.  

Weak 

1 The student  
understands the  
question but offers no 
meaningful analysis. 
Although the student  
may not recognize  the  
passages, the response 
contains some correct,  
relevant  information.  

The student  cites no  
Latin or only 
individual Latin 
words  and exhibits  
either no 
understanding of  the  
Latin in context  or a  
complete 
misunderstanding. 

The student  does  
not draw  
inferences  and  
conclusions based  
on  the passages.  

The student  shows no  
understanding or  a 
thorough 
misunderstanding of  
context and provides  
no meaningful  
discussion of context  
or contextual  
references.  

The student  shows no  
understanding or  a  
thorough 
misunderstanding of  
context and provides  
no meaningful  
discussion of context  
or contextual  
references.  

Poor 

0  

Unacceptable 

The student offers a  
response that is 
totally irrelevant, 
totally i ncorrect, or  
merely  restates the 
question.  

The student  
demonstrates no  
understanding of  
Latin in context.  

The student  does  
not draw  
inferences  or  
conclusions based 
on  the passages.  
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Question 3 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

Responses were expected to demonstrate clear and coherent arguments about Latin texts and Roman culture; 
overall comprehension of Latin readings outlined in the course syllabus; and analysis of the effects of language 
usage and stylistic features in Latin texts. 

Sample: 3A 
Score:  5  

The essay represents a strong effort to analyze the strategies of both armies. The student makes use of copious 
examples and references to the Latin text, and also draws upon a sound knowledge of the context to develop a 
cogent analysis. 

The treatment of Passage A is particularly thorough: “When Caesar is in Britain, some of his troops are 
ambushed while foraging. This strategy catches the Romans off guard. The enemy had hidden themselves in 
woods at night where the Romans had to forage since it was the only remaining place with grain (Nam quod 
omni … delituerant). This strategy gave the Britons an element of surprise, increasing the chance that their 
attack would be successful.” The essay also integrates lines 1–3 (Caesar  … iussit), which describe Caesar’s 
suspicions about the Britons’ new strategy, into the discussion by proposing that his maneuver likely 
prevented the enemy from wiping out the foraging party. 

The discussion of Passage B is almost as thorough except that it omits a reference to lines 3–4, where the 
Gauls are described as carefully observing Ambiorix’s battle tactics (Quo praecepto ab eis diligentissime  
observato). However, the essay presents a convincing analysis of Ambiorix’s strategy: “Whenever a cohort left 
from the defensive ring and made an attack, Ambiorix’s troops would fall back (cum quaepiam cohors  
… refugiebant). The strategy shown here is the strategy of feigned retreats. By withdrawing these troops when 
the Romans made an attack against, Ambiorix was able to lure some Romans away from the defensive ring 
and into the open.” The essay successfully draws upon the text to make inferences and advance arguments. 

Sample: 3B 
Score:  3  

The essay is an example of a general understanding of the content accompanied by an uneven treatment of the 
two passages; while the student provides several citations and correct translations for Passage A, the Latin 
support for the argument presented for Passage B is scanty. 

The student cites and correctly translates Latin from throughout Passage A to support the discussion of the 
strategies: about Caesar’s suspicions regarding the enemy plans; about his disposition of the cohorts; about 
the enemy’s plan to hide in the forest; and finally about the enemy’s use of cavalry in the attack. Although the 
student provides more background information than necessary, that information is followed by an adequate 
discussion of the Britons’ strategy. 

The treatment of the Latin for Passage B lacks the accuracy and completeness shown in the discussion of 
Passage A. In translating lines 3–5, the student mistakenly states that it is the Romans who take refuge, not the 
enemy. One additional citation, about the Gauls encircling the Romans (which the student cites as et ab  qui 
cesserant et  ab eis qui proximi steterant  circumveniebanture), is handled more successfully. Again, unnecessary 
background information is provided. However, in this case the Latin support does not rise to the level of that 
provided for Passage A. 
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Question 3 (continued) 

Because of the uneven treatment of the Latin and the basic understanding of the passages, the essay earned a 
score of 3. 

Sample: 3C 
Score:  2  

This essay reflects a knowledge of the content and offers a general discussion, but it does not effectively marshal 
the textual evidence. 

Throughout the treatment of Passage A citations of the text seem disconnected with the discussion so that they 
do not advance the student’s argument. For instance, lines 6–7 (suspicati  ...  delituerant)  are misconstrued to 
mean that the enemy explored the woods at night. Lines 8–9 (paucis  ...  circumdederant)  are cited to support the 
statement that “axe wielding charioteers overwhelm the Romans.” On the other hand, the student fails to note 
evidence of the enemy’s strategy in attacking the Romans when they are away from camp or harvesting grain 
(lines 3–4, 7–9). 

In the treatment of Passage B the citations again do not fully advance the discussion. This is apparent in the 
citation of lines 3–5 (Quo  ...  fecerat),  where the student omits the last three words of the sentence that actually 
depicts the enemy’s tactic of quickly withdrawing (line 5: hostes velocissime refugiebant). Again, when 
describing the enemy’s effective use of spears, the student cites only lines 7–8 (cesserant ... vellent) and omits 
Caesar’s vivid depiction of the predicament (8–9:  nec  virtuti locus relinquebatur,  neque ab  tanta multitudine  
coiecta tela conferti vitare poterant).  

The essay would have been strengthened by exploiting the full text and developing more coherent citations 
that align with the arguments in the essay. 
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