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AP®  ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND  COMPOSITION  
2019 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 2 

General Directions: This scoring guide is designed so that the same performance expectations are applied to 
all student responses. It will be useful for most of the essays read, but if it seems inappropriate for a specific 
essay, assistance should be sought from the Table Leader. The Table Leader should always be shown booklets 
that seem to have no response or that contain responses that seem unrelated to the question. A score of 0 or — 
should not be assigned without this consultation. 

The essay’s score should reflect an evaluation of the essay as a whole. Students had only 40 minutes to read 
and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged according to standards 
appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. The essay should be evaluated as a draft, and students should be 
rewarded for what they do well. The evaluation should focus on the evidence and explanations that the student 
uses to support the response; students should not be penalized for taking a particular perspective. All essays, 
even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. Such features 
should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case should a score higher than a 2 
be given to a paper with errors in grammar and mechanics that persistently interfere with understanding of 
meaning. 

9 – Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for the score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development, or impressive in their control of 
language. 

8 – Effective 

Essays earning a score of 8 effectively analyze* the rhetorical choices Gandhi makes to present his case to 
Lord Irwin. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations that are appropriate and convincing, 
referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide 
range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless. 

7 – Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for the score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 

6 – Adequate 

Essays earning a score of 6 adequately analyze the rhetorical choices Gandhi makes to present his case to 
Lord Irwin. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations that are appropriate and sufficient, 
referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but 
generally the prose is clear. 

5 – Essays earning a score of 5 analyze the rhetorical choices Gandhi makes to present his case to Lord Irwin. 
The evidence and explanations used to develop their analysis may be uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The 
writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas. 
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AP®  ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND  COMPOSITION  
2019  SCORING GUIDELINES  

Question 2  (continued)  

4 – Inadequate 

Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately analyze the rhetorical choices Gandhi makes to present his case to 
Lord Irwin. These essays may misunderstand the passage, misrepresent the choices Gandhi makes, or analyze 
these choices insufficiently. The evidence and explanations used to develop their analysis may be 
inappropriate, insufficient, or unconvincing. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be 
inconsistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 

3 – Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for the score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
analyzing the rhetorical choices Gandhi makes to present his case to Lord Irwin. They are less 
perceptive in their understanding of the passage or Gandhi’s choices, or the evidence and explanations 
used to develop their analysis may be particularly limited or simplistic. The essays may show less 
maturity in control of writing. 

2 – Little Success 

Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in analyzing the rhetorical choices Gandhi makes to 
present his case to Lord Irwin. The student may misunderstand the prompt, misread the passage, fail to 
analyze the choices Gandhi makes, or substitute a simpler task by responding to the prompt tangentially with 
unrelated or inaccurate explanation. The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as 
grammatical problems, a lack of development or organization, or a lack of control. 

1 – Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for the score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, or weak in their control of language.

0      Indicates an   off-topic  response,  one t hat  merely  repeats  the  prompt,  an  entirely crossed-out response,  a  
drawing,  or  a  response in a  language other  than English.  

—     Indicates an  entirely  blank response.  

* For the purposes of scoring, analysis means explaining the rhetorical choices an author makes in an attempt 
to achieve a particular effect or purpose. 
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AP®  ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND  COMPOSITION  
2019 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 2 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

This year’s rhetorical analysis question asked students to identify and evaluate the rhetorical choices made by 
Mohandas “Mahatma” Gandhi in 1930 as he composed a letter to Lord Irwin, the representative of the British 
crown in India. The prompt explains that the letter was written in the context of a nonviolent march in India 
protesting Britain’s colonial monopoly on salt. As in past years, this year’s prompt asked students to consider 
the rhetorical situation a speaker faces and to analyze the choices that the speaker makes in order to elicit 
appropriate or desirable responses from an audience. 

This prompt was accessible for most students who typically knew who Gandhi was and were at least 
marginally familiar with his movement to win India’s independence from Great Britain. As one student wrote, 
“We all knew and loved Gandhi!” 

Within their responses to this, as to any, rhetorical analysis question, students were expected to explain the 
choices the rhetor (Gandhi) made in his particular situation for his particular audience and how these choices 
worked. To understand a rhetor’s choices and how they work, a student must first consider the rhetor’s 
relationship to the audience, as well as how this relationship necessitates both what this specific rhetor should 
include — and exclude — in the speech to this specific audience. Additionally, a student must consider how 
the rhetor arranges the speech for the particular audience in the specific circumstances of the speech. While 
elements of style certainly merit consideration, they are not the first ingredient on which rhetors focus when 
developing strategies to persuade audiences: Style is the third canon of rhetoric, not the first or even the 
second. 

In other words, to do well, students needed to understand the purpose of Gandhi’s speech, what the 
relationship must have been between Gandhi and Lord Irwin, what Irwin’s attitude toward Gandhi’s message 
might have been, and how Gandhi’s specific rhetoric choices worked to make his audience more responsive to 
his purpose. 

Sample: 2A 
Score:  9  

This effective essay is especially sophisticated in its argument about the rhetorical choices Gandhi made when 
presenting his case to Lord Irwin. The evidence and explanations are especially thorough in their development, 
and the student demonstrates an impressive control of language throughout the essay. In particular, in the 
second paragraph, the student offers a thoroughly developed analysis of Gandhi’s use of the word “serve”: 
“Gandhi’s repeated use of the word ‘serve’ carries an unexpected meaning in a letter intended to present a case 
for disobedience, the opposite of servitude; it therefore boosts Gandhi’s ethos by affirming a desire for mutual 
benefit and selflessness.” The student offers analyses of additional terms and language choices, concluding 
the paragraph with Gandhi’s assertion of no longer being “blind” but still “serving” as evidence of his 
“multiple perspectives” and “credibility … as someone seeking change.” The balance of the essay provides a 
number of well-supported analyses for Gandhi’s rhetorical choices: for example, the “if-then” statements that 
characterize deductive reasoning, the offering of “a plan with provisions by which Viceroy Irwin could prevent 
Gandhi’s disobedience,” and the discussion of the letter forcing “the British reader to examine their potential 
‘greed.’” The essay concludes as especially sophisticated as it began with an equally impressive control of 
language. 
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AP®  ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND  COMPOSITION  
2019  SCORING COMMENTARY  

Question 2  (continued)  

Sample: 2B 
Score:  5  

This essay opens with a promising discussion of the plight of “the black man” and the struggle for “everyday 
security and pursuit of happiness” taken on by Martin Luther King, Jr. but the connection between that historic 
movement and “the right for salt to be free of taxation” demonstrates an unevenness that continues throughout 
the essay. The second paragraph offers an analysis of the term “gravest” in which the student misunderstands 
Gandhi’s use (“to describe the character India will maintain in their nonviolent fight for independence”). It then 
makes an assertion that “Gandhi uses an ethos appeal to establish the credibility” of the independence 
movement but does not provide adequate support for the assertion, leaving the paragraph both uneven and 
limited. In the next paragraph, the student asserts that “Gandhi sneakily insults” Britain and then challenges 
them to do “the logical, right thing,” which does show potential for adequate analysis. However, the student 
does not develop the claim further but instead goes on to discuss diction, demonstrating more unevenness and 
limited development. There are several moments in the essay where the analysis approaches adequacy, as it 
identifies rhetorical choices that have the potential for explanation and development. However, the 
explanations and evidence are never fully developed, so this response remains uneven and limited. 

Sample: 2C 
Score:  1  

There is a lot of content in this essay, but the response fails to offer any analysis of Gandhi’s rhetorical 
choices. The student instead substitutes the simpler task of offering a brief summary of the content of Gandhi’s 
letter. Each sentence is merely a declarative sentence about what the student believes are Gandhi’s intents in 
the letter (e.g., “Gandhi wouldn’t have any trouble to march alongside the co-workers of Ashram and disregard 
the Salt laws”). Despite its length, this essay is undeveloped, especially simplistic, and weak in its control of 
writing (e.g., “Gandhi choses to take as many risks as she can to make Britan’s colonial monopoly and taxation 
give salt”). 
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