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Document-Based Question 

Evaluate whether or not the Glorious Revolution of 1688 can be considered part of the Enlightenment. 

Maximum Possible Points: 7 

Points Rubric Notes 

A
: T

h
es

is
/C

la
im

 (0
–1

) 

Thesis/Claim: Responds to the 
prompt with a historically defensible 
thesis/claim that establishes a line of 
reasoning.  (1 point) 

To earn this point, the thesis must 
make a claim that responds to the 
prompt rather than restating or 
rephrasing the prompt.  The thesis 
must consist of one or more sentences 
located in one place, either in the 
introduction or the conclusion. 

Responses earn one point by responding to the question 
with a historically defensible thesis that establishes a line of 
reasoning about whether the Glorious Revolution can be 
considered a part of the Enlightenment. Thesis statements 
need to demonstrate some degree of specificity regarding 
either similarity or difference to earn a point. 

Examples that earn this point include: 
• “Although the Glorious Revolution of 1688 did aim to

preserve and champion the Protestant religion, [it] can be
considered part of the Enlightenment because of its
focus on individual rights, reforming government, and
the introduction of more just laws.”

• “The Glorious Revolution cannot be considered part of
the Enlightenment, as the cause of the dispute was more
about religious concerns, and the reforms did not really
benefit the people.”

• “The Glorious Revolution can be considered part of the
Enlightenment. They were very rights-oriented and
knew what having an imbalance of power would do.”

B
.C

on
te

x
tu

al
iz

at
io

n
 (

0-
1)

Contextualization: Describes a 
broader historical context relevant to 
the prompt. (1 point) 

To earn this point, the response must 
relate the topic of the prompt to 
broader historical events, 
developments, or processes that occur 
before, during, or continue after the 
time frame of the question. This point 
is not awarded for merely a phrase or 
reference. 

Examples of context might include the following, with 
appropriate elaboration: 
• The religious or political conflicts in the English Civil

War/Stuart Restoration.
• Political conflicts that relate to religion elsewhere in

Europe (such as the French Wars of Religion)
• The spread of the Enlightenment across Europe

C
: E

v
id

en
ce

 (
0-

3)
 

Document Content: Uses the 
content of at least three documents to 
address the topic of the prompt. (1 
point) To earn one point, the response 
must accurately describe—rather than 
simply quote—the content from at 
least three of the documents. 

See document summaries page for details 
• Doc 1: John Evelyn, diary entry, 1688
• Doc 2: William III, declaration, 1688
• Doc 3: English Bill of Rights, 1689
• Doc 4: Gilbert Burnet, coronation sermon, 1689
• Doc 5: John Locke, Two Treatises of Government,

1689
• Doc 6: Voltaire, Letters on the English, 1726-1729
• Doc 7: William and Mary image from children’s book,
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OR 

Supports an argument in response to 
the prompt using at least six 
documents. (2 points) To earn two 
points, the response must accurately 
describe—rather than simply quote— 
the content from at least six 
documents.  In addition, the response 
must use the content from the 
documents to support an argument in 
response to the prompt. 

mid-1700s 

Evidence beyond the Documents: Common examples of evidence might include the following, 
Uses at least one additional piece of with appropriate elaboration: 
specific historical evidence (beyond • Events of the Glorious Revolution not provided in the
that found in the documents) relevant documents
to an argument about the prompt. (1 • Enlightenment thinkers not referenced in the documents
point) (Hume, Smith, Beccaria, Montesquieu)

• Justifications for royal authority prior to the Glorious
To earn this point, the evidence must Revolution such as the idea of absolute monarchy or
be described, and must be more than divine right
a phrase or reference. This additional 
piece of evidence must be different 
from the evidence used to earn the 
point for contextualization.  

D
: A

n
al

y
si

s 
an

d
 R

ea
so

n
in

g
 (

0-
2)

 

Sourcing: For at least three 
documents, explains how or why the 
document’s point of view, purpose, 
historical situation, and/or audience is 
relevant to an argument. (1 point) 

See document summaries page for examples of possible 
explanations of the relevance of sourcing. 

Complexity: Demonstrates a 
complex understanding of the 
historical development that is the 
focus of the prompt, using evidence to 
corroborate, qualify, or modify an 
argument that addresses the question. 
(1 point) 

A response may demonstrate a 
complex understanding in a variety of 
ways, such as: 
• Explaining nuance of an issue

by analyzing multiple variables
• Explaining both similarities

and differences, or explaining
both continuity and change, or
explaining multiple causes, or
explaining both causes and
effects

Responses earn one point by demonstrating a complex 
understanding of the extent to which the Glorious Revolution 
can be considered part of the Enlightenment by using 
evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify their argument. 

Ways of demonstrating a complex understanding of this 
prompt might include: 
• Explaining how the Glorious Revolution was (or was not) a

part of the Enlightenment from a variety of different
perspectives: e.g., social class, political faction,
philosophical perspective, religious affiliation, economic
position.
• Explaining how the Glorious Revolution could be seen as

both part and not part of the Enlightenment (e.g.,
individual rights and limits on the monarchy as
enlightened; religious inequality as not enlightened).
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• Explaining relevant and 
insightful connections within 
and across periods 

• Confirming the validity of an 
argument by corroborating 
multiple perspectives across 
themes 

• Qualifying or modifying an 
argument by considering 
diverse or alternative views  or 
evidence 

This understanding must be part of 
the argument, not merely a phrase or 
reference. 

If response is completely blank, enter - - for all four score categories A, B, C, and D 
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SCORING GUIDELINES 

Document Summaries and Possible Sourcing 
Document Content Explains the relevance of point of view, purpose, 

situation, and/or audience by elaborating on 
examples such as the following. 

1. John • Discusses tensions between • Author is a member of the Royal Society (POV) 
Evelyn’s Protestants and Catholics in • Diary entry not meant to be published or shared 
Diary England, as well as James II’s 

deployment of Catholic 
soldiers and the Protestant 
hopes for the Prince of 
Orange to invade 

(audience) 
• Suspicion of Jesuit influence (situation) 

2. William’s • Claims invasion is to protect • William is justifying his actions (POV) 
Declaration the rights of Protestants and 

Parliament 
• William is rallying support of Protestants in England 

(audience) 
• William is discouraging potential resistance in England 

(purpose) 

3. English • Outlines rights of Parliament • Codifies principle of Parliamentary Supremacy 
Bill of Rights and the crown 

• Protects rights of Protestants 
(situation) 

• Justifies William’s invasion (purpose) 
• Gains support of Protestants (audience/purpose) 

4. Burnet • States William should • Gives William’s coronation divine blessing (purpose) 
Coronation propagate the “true religion” • Reassures faithful Protestants (audience) 
Sermon (Protestant) and rule in fear of 

God 
• Justifies putting a friend on the throne (POV) 

5. Locke • Outlines principles of popular • Locke is an example of an early philosophe (POV) 
Two sovereignty and reasons for • William has successfully taken power (situation) 
Treatises removal of a ruler from 

authority 
• Locke is justifying the overthrow of James II (purpose) 

6. Voltaire • Notes English have • Voltaire is from an absolutist France (situation) 
Letters on successfully restrained • Voltaire is implicitly criticizing his own country/outside 
the English monarchical power, and 

other countries have not in 
spite of similar conflicts 

perspective (POV) 
• Voltaire is seeking to shape educated public opinion in 

France (audience) 

7. William • Depicts William and Mary as • Propaganda for children (POV) 
and Mary heroic and “fixers” of freedom • Justifies the Brunswick (Hanoverian) succession 
woodcut and the Protestant church (situation) 

• Likely printed for children in wealthy families 
(audience) 
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SCORING NOTES 

Introductory note: 
•	 The components of this rubric require that students demonstrate historically defensible content 

knowledge. Given the timed nature of the exam, the essay may contain errors that do not detract 
from the overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the argument is accurate. 

•	 Exam essays should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those 
errors will not be counted against a student unless they obscure the successful demonstration of 
the content knowledge, skills, and practices described below. 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 

A. Thesis/Claim (1 point) 

Responses earn one point by responding to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis that establishes 
a line of reasoning about whether the Glorious Revolution can be considered part of the Enlightenment (1 
point). Thesis statements need to demonstrate some degree of specificity regarding either similarity or 
difference to earn a point. 

Examples of acceptable thesis: 
•	 “Although the Glorious Revolution can be considered part of the Enlightenment by its introduction 

of the bill of rights, in other aspects, it resembled a religious conflict between Anglicans and 
Catholics, than [sic] Enlightenment bringing and a continuing conflict between King and 
Parliament.” (This is a sophisticated thesis that provides a sense of ways that the Glorious 
Revolution both can—and cannot—be considered part of the Enlightenment.) 

•	 “The Glorious Revolution should definitely be considered part of the Enlightenment due to the 
influence of Enlightenment ideals and the new liberties being demanded that were ignited by the 
Enlightenment philosophes.” (While this response would not get the point merely for the mention of 
“Enlightenment ideals,” the reference to “new liberties” is sufficient to identify a line of reasoning 
that results in the point.) 

Examples of unacceptable thesis: 
•	 “Their [William and Mary’s] reign led to many changes within British government and this can be 

why the Glorious Revolution was part of the Enlightenment. This is because the Enlightenment 
was built on the idea of progress.” (The reference to “changes” and “progress” in this attempt at a 
thesis are too vague to be awarded the point; the response problematically equates “changes” with 
“progress,” an assertion that is not universally accurate.) 

•	 “The Glorious Revolution of 1688 can be considered part of the Enlightenment. The Glorious 
Revolution is part of the Enlightenment because the purpose of the Glorious Revolution justifies the 
ideas and arguments of the Enlightenment.” (This response merely restates the prompt. It does not 
provide enough detail about either the Glorious Revolution or the Enlightenment to establish an 
argument that suggests a line of reasoning.) 

•	 “The Glorious Revolution was a time when monarchs were attempting to preserve Protestant 
beliefs from the traditional Catholic beliefs which had previously been the basis of life itself in 
Europe. The Glorious Revolution can to a certain extent be considered part of the Enlightenment.” 
(The thesis appears to misidentify the Enlightenment as a movement for the protection of 
Protestants and therefore is not historically defensible.) 
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B. Contextualization (1 point) 

Responses earn one point by describing a broader historical context relevant to the prompt (1 point). The 
context can be from before, during, or continue after the Glorious Revolution as long as the response 
accurately and explicitly connects the context to the issue of whether the Revolution can be considered 
part of the Enlightenment. This point is not awarded for merely a phrase or a reference. 

Examples of context might include the following: 
•	 A discussion of the English Civil War in the earlier part of the 17th century 
•	 A discussion of James II and earlier Tudor and Stuart monarchs 
•	 A discussion of ongoing controversies between the power of the King and the power of parliament 

in English history 
•	 A discussion of magisterial reforms and history of Anglicanism 
•	 A discussion of Catholicism in England after the founding of the Anglican church 
•	 A discussion of the French Wars of Religion and other political conflicts over religion in Europe in 

the early modern era 
•	 A discussion of the growth of the Enlightenment in Europe 
•	 A discussion of the Reformation and Counter-reformation 
•	 A discussion of the New Monarchies and/or Absolutism 

Example of acceptable contextualization: 

•	 “Stuart England was in the midst of constitutional crisis with the bitter power struggle between 
the king and parliament that eventually mounted to civil war, the rise of a repressive puritan 
republic under Oliver Cromwell and a later re-establishment of the monarch only to face the same 
struggles of competing religious, economic, and domestic disagreement between the king and 
parliament that there had been before, change was needed, and parliament found it in William of 
Orange III and his wife Mary with an invitation to ascend to the throne.” 

Example of unacceptable contextualization: 
•	 “In the early ages, Religion was a big part of the world as they knew it. Although many had different 

and unique ideas they were afraid of confessing them.” (While this response appears to be trying to 
get at a discussion about the relationship between religion and politics, it is too vague both 
conceptually and historically to earn the point.) 

C. Evidence (3 points) 

a)		 Document Content – Addressing the Topic 

Responses earn one point by using the content of at least three documents to address the topic of the 
prompt. (1 point) Responses must accurately describe the document’s content; they cannot earn a point by 
merely quoting or paraphrasing the documents with no connection to the topic of the prompt. 

Examples of acceptable use of content from a document to address the topic of the prompt: 
•	 “The English Bill of Rights spelled out the rights and laws which would now be implemented such 

as freedom of speech. (Doc 3).”  
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•	 “Voltaire wrote that the English are the only nation who have successfully limited the power of the 
monarch, not without bloodshed, but making the bloodshed worthwhile. When compared to the 
revolutions of other Countries, England’s was the only one that was truly worth it. (Doc 6).” 

Examples of unacceptable use of content from a document to address the topic of the prompt: 
•	 “In Document 1, an Anglican Minister described to the reader of a prominent Londoner’s diary as 

giving a sermon which ‘brought people to so desperate a pass that they…long for…the landing of 
the prince…whom they looked on to be deliverer from Popish tyranny.’”(This statement quotes the 
document without demonstrating an understanding of its content.) 

•	 In his Letters on the English, [Voltaire] discredits the English’s methods for achieving liberties and 
limiting the power of the kings.” (This statement misconstrues the document in suggesting that 
Voltaire was criticizing the English.) 

OR 

b)		Document Content – Supporting an Argument 

Responses earn two points by using the content of at least six documents to support an argument that 
responds to the prompt. (2 points) To earn two points, responses must accurately describe the document’s 
content; they cannot earn a point by merely quoting or paraphrasing the documents with no connection to 
the topic of the prompt. 

Examples of acceptable use of content from a document to support an argument: 
•	 “In King William III’s declaration, he states ‘covering of all men from persecution for their 

consciences and the securing to the whole nation the free enjoyment of all their laws, rights and 
liberties, under a just and legal government.’ (Doc. 2) These are clearly reflective of Enlightenment 
ideas. The natural rights that Locke claimed are expressed here.” 

•	 “Gilbert Burnet, who was a close friend of William, added on to that by explaining that William will 
not persecute those who don’t believe in God because then William himself would not be a good 
follower. (Doc 4) The purpose of his speech was to explain that William will not persecute others for 
their beliefs. This goes along with the Enlightenment idea that humans should not be oppressed 
and restricted.” 

Example of unacceptable use of content from a document to support an argument: 
•	 “In his famous Two Treatises of government, [Locke] advocates for the preservation of property, 

accountability in government and limitation of the powers of government. This is what he 
envisioned a perfect government to function as. (Doc 5) In proving that the Glorious Revolution is 
part of the Enlightenment, the date of which this was published raises a bias. This was published 
just a year after the Glorious Revolution. As art and writing emulate life, the same can be said 
here.” (While this summary adequately represents the content of the document, it does not 
successfully connect it to an argument about the Enlightenment, focusing instead on chronology of 
events.) 

c)		 Evidence beyond the Documents 

Responses earn one point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond 
that found in the documents) relevant to an argument about whether or not the Glorious Revolution of 1688 
can be considered a part of the Enlightenment. (1 point) To earn this point, the evidence must be 
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described with more than a phrase or reference.  This additional piece of evidence must be different from 
the evidence used to earn the point for contextualization. 

Examples of additional evidence might include the following, with elaboration:  
•	 Execution of Charles I (1648) 
•	 Events of the English Civil War 

•	 Magisterial reforms of Elizabeth I 

•	 Theory of the divine right of kings 
•	 Edict of Nantes (1598) and its revocation (1685) 

•	 Political theories of specific Enlightenment philosophes 

•	 Voltaire’s relationship with Enlightened Absolutist monarchs (if it goes beyond what is in the 
documents) 

•	 The Catholicism of the Stuart monarchs 
•	 James II’s actions 

•	 Specific events of the Glorious Revolution itself 

Examples of acceptable use of an additional piece of specific historical evidence: 
•	 “[The Bill of Rights] is similar to Enlightenment ideals. For example, in the Spirit of the Laws, 

Montesquieu advocates for the separation of the state and also that royal authority should be 
checked by three branches—Executive, Judicial and Legislative. Though the separation of branches 
cannot be applied to the Bill, [the monarch’s] power was surely checked by Parliament.” 

•	 “The English had suffered through violent civil war at the hand of Oliver Cromwell…Yet despite the 
blood stains of the past, William’s army did not create violence as the throne was acquired, so the 
Glorious Revolution of 1688 remained bloodless.” 

Examples of unacceptable use of an additional piece of specific historical evidence: 
•	  “During his reign, William had good economic policies that the people appreciated.” (This 

statement is too vague about what these good economic policies were and provides no evidence 
that they were appreciated.) 

D. Analysis and Reasoning (2 points) 

a) Sourcing 

Responses earn one point by explaining how or why the point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or 
audience of at least three documents is relevant to an argument about the extent to which the Glorious 
Revolution of 1688 can be considered a part of the Enlightenment. (1 point) 

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the document’s point of view: 
•	 “In Document 2, William’s own point of view is expressed. He claims only to seek a just and legal 

government under his rule. In his own point of view, William believes the Glorious Revolution to be 
an enlightened uprising against an unjust ruler.” 

Examples of unacceptable explanation of the relevance of the document’s point of view: 
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•	 “As a writer, John Locke may be exaggerating facts and using colorful language in order to catch 
the attention of the reader. His only motive is to make his writings more popular.” (This statement 
fails to make Locke’s status as an author relevant to an argument about the relationship between 
the Glorious Revolution and the Enlightenment.) 

•	 “Unlike Locke, Voltaire wasn’t part of the era of the Enlightenment, but he was a writer.” (In stating 
that Voltaire was not part of the enlightenment, it misidentifies Voltaire.) 

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the purpose: 
•	  “In Document 2 this belief is echoed again when in a statement William III told the public how he 

wanted to protect their laws, rights, and liberties. He did this to win public favor.” 

Example of unacceptable explanation of the relevance of the purpose: 
•	 “[Locke’s] purpose for writing such an article could be seen as his enlightened mentality which 

influenced him to think differently about those around him.” (This statement is too vague about 
what an “enlightened” mentality was or how it influenced Locke’s purpose.) 

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the historical situation of a document: 
•	 “Voltaire is French and in France, absolutism is taking place…he may envy England’s ability to 

have a limited government.” 

Examples of unacceptable explanation of the relevance of the historical situation of a 
document: 
•	 “[Document 1] reflects on Martin Luther’s belief and how he broke away from Catholic rule to form a 

new religion. He states how salvation can be achieved through Scripture and faith alone, as stated 
in the diary entry.” (The statement misunderstands the document as a reflection upon Luther.) 

•	 “The sermon was chiefly a response to a sermon by a Jesuit who the Sunday before had disparaged 
the scripture and railed at our translation….” (The statement quotes the document but does not 
elaborate upon it to establish relevance of the historical situation.) 

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the audience: 
•	  “[Document 7’s] intended audience was for young children so that they would know that their 

lives were going to get much easier because of William.” 

Examples of unacceptable explanation of the relevance of the audience: 
•	 “Voltaire’s letters are proof that the great thinkers of the time considered the situation in England 

to be something of their own making. Because this was a private letter to someone, Voltaire is 
being honest when he is saying that the English are unique and that is why they had the Glorious 
Revolution.” (This misunderstands the intended audience for Voltaire’s letters as private 
correspondence that is expressing private opinion.) 

b) Complexity 

Responses earn one point by demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development that is 
the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the 
question of the extent to which the Glorious Revolution could be considered part of the Enlightenment. (1 
point) A response may demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety of ways, such as: 
•	 Explaining nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables 
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•	 Explaining both similarities and differences, or explaining both continuity and change, or
 

explaining multiple causes, or explaining both causes and effects
 


•	 Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods 
•	 Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes 
•	 Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views  or evidence 

This understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference. 

Ways of demonstrating complex understanding for this prompt might include: 
•	 Explaining how the Glorious Revolution was (or was not) a part of the Enlightenment from a variety 

of different perspectives: e.g., social class, political faction, philosophical perspective, religious 
affiliation, economic position. 

•	 Explaining how the Glorious Revolution could be seen as both part and not part of the
 

Enlightenment (e.g., individual rights and limits on the monarchy as enlightened; religious
 

inequality as not enlightened).
 


Examples of acceptable demonstration of a complex understanding: 

•	 “The Glorious Revolution’s Enlightened status comes from its bill of rights…This becomes more 
notable with John Locke’s Treatises of Government…On the other side of the coin, the Glorious 
Revolution merely followed theories set before the naissance of the Enlightenment….” (This 
response provides evidence that both supports the idea that the Glorious Revolution was part of the 
enlightenment and argues that it was in fact a continuation of longer standing issues such as both 
religious concerns and the struggle between the king and parliament.) 

•	 “The Glorious Revolution also isn’t enlightened because the rights are restricted to white 
Englishmen even though William III said that all men would be free from persecution for their 
beliefs and the whole nation had the ability enjoy natural rights (D2). The concept of this is 
enlightened but it isn’t executed. Britain later grew to control vast colonies that were part of Britain 
but did not enjoy the same rights of British citizens….Indians were allowed to serve in their local 
government but the British made it difficult for these subjects to be part of their government which 
is a natural right.” (This response extends a discussion of the limits of the Glorious Revolution—in 
particular how it failed to live up to its own universalizing rhetoric—to Great Britain’s later colonial 
empire.) 

Examples of unacceptable demonstration of a complex understanding: 
•	 “Just like the Parliament was able to take control later on in history the French did the same. 

Although it’s a different context, the idea of those to taking control is the same. The French were 
tired of being taxed therefore broke away from General Estates, created the national assembly.  
They both at different times however had the same idea.” (The parallel between the Glorious 
Revolution and French Revolution is not related to the Enlightenment, merely to the idea of 
revolution, and thus is not enough to demonstrate complexity.) 

•	 “The Glorious Revolution and its outcome can be seen as one of the things to inspire writers such 
as Bacon, Locke and Wollstonecraft to write of the freedoms people should have or to think of ways 
of how the world works while challenging traditional values.” (This response tries to extend a 
discussion about the influence of the Glorious Revolution on future authors but is too vague about 
the content of that influence to demonstrate complexity.) 
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Document-Based Question 

Evaluate whether or not the Glorious Revolution of 1688 can be considered part of the Enlightenment. 

Sample: A [2 [Batch 1]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 0 

The response did not earn a point for thesis. The introductory paragraph does not state a claim responsive to 
the question. The statement, “I believe that when talking about the Enlightenment the Glorious Revolution 
has to come to mind.” fails to make an argument relevant to the prompt, and the earlier statement, “Some 
can agree it can be considered part of the Enlightenment,” does not establish a line of reasoning. 

Score—Contextualization: 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization. The response contains no attempt to describe a 
broader historical context relevant to the topic of the prompt. 

Score—Evidence: 1 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. The 
response uses content from Documents 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7. 

The response did not earn a point for supporting an argument relevant to the prompt using the content of at 
least six documents. It fails to use six documents and does not develop any argument supported by evidence. 

The response did not earn a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence 
relevant to an argument about the prompt. The brief reference in the final paragraph to World War II is 
irrelevant. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 0 

The response did not earn a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. Only Document 7 is credited for sourcing, in identifying the woodcut as a piece of propaganda 
(POV). Other attempts, such as labeling Voltaire and Locke as Enlightenment writers, are insufficient and are 
not linked to an argument. 

The response did not earn a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development 
that is the focus of the prompt by corroborating, qualifying, or modifying an argument. 
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Sample: B [4 [Batch 1]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 1 

The response earned a point for thesis. The final three sentences of the introduction make an argument that 
establishes a line of reasoning by connecting the idea of people taking action against injustice with the 
events of the Glorious Revolution: “During the Glorious Revolution, William III helped restore England 
because the people were tired of the injustice inflicted on them. The state had put themselves in a war with 
their people (English Civil War) who began to fight for themselves. The Enlightenment demonstrates those 
ideals of taking action, making the Glorious Revolution a considerable part of the Enlightenment.” This is 
sufficient, given the opening statement about the Enlightenment encouraging “people to think for 
themselves and to know more about who is governing and how.” 

Score—Contextualization: 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization. The response contains an attempt to situate the 
Glorious Revolution against the backdrop of the English Civil War, but the scattered, brief references are 
insufficient and more appropriate as historical situation for sourcing individual documents. 

Score—Evidence: 1 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. 
Documents 5, 2, and 3 are discussed in the response. 

The response did not earn a point for supporting an argument that responds to the prompt using the content 
of at least six documents. Only three documents were discussed in the response. 

The response did not earn a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence 
beyond the documents relevant an argument about the prompt. No additional pieces of evidence are 
introduced. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 1 

The response earned a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. Document 5 identifies the historical situation of Locke’s treatise in mentioning his experience of 
the English Civil War; Document 3 identifies the historical situation of the Bill of Rights (justice for the cause 
of limiting the king’s power, raised during the Civil War); Document 2 identifies the audience of William’s 
declaration (the English people). 

The response did not earn a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development 
that is the focus of the prompt. No modification, qualification, or corroboration of an argument was 
attempted. 
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Sample: C [12 [Batch 2]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 1 

The response earned a point for thesis. The final sentence of the introduction makes the claim that the 
Glorious Revolution can be considered part of the Enlightenment and the Glorious Revolution, and also 
introduces a line of reasoning with a qualification concerning religion.  

Score—Contextualization: 1 

The response earned a point for contextualization. The opening of the essay offers a broader historical 
context relevant to the prompt by discussing the history of English religion and politics during the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, from Elizabeth I requiring religious uniformity, to Charles I’s Personal Rule as 
grounded in Divine Right, to James II’s personal faith as sparking conflict. 

Score—Evidence: 3 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. The 
response contains a discussion of the contents of Documents 3, 5, 2, 1, 4, and 6. 

The response earned a point for supporting an argument about the prompt using the content of at least six 
documents. Documents 3, 5, and 2 are used to support its assertion of the presence of enlightened ideas in 
the Glorious Revolution. Documents 1 and 4 discuss religious tensions indicated by the documents as 
predating the Enlightenment and the Glorious Revolution. The comments on Document 6 discuss the 
ongoing conflict between the king and Parliament. 

The response earned a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence relevant to 
an argument about the prompt. The discussion of William’s position in the Dutch Republic (as stadtholder in 
a state “free from papal grip or kings with divine right”) before his accession as English king is sufficient as 
additional evidence. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 2 

The response earned a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. Document 3 (Bill of Rights) refers to its audience as the “audience of England” in promising 
rights for all, “not merely the powerful and nobility” but “the entirety of England.” Document 5 (Locke) refers 
to audience (literate people who would “gain the sense that power of government lies within those who 
desires it”). Document 1 (Evelyn) provides historical situation in discussing James II’s personal religion. 
Document 4 (Burnet) provides Burnet’s POV in supporting the linkage of religion and state. 

The response earned a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt, by arguing that the Glorious Revolution’s focus on religion is not enlightened, 
despite the presence of other Enlightenment ideals. The response introduces this qualification in the thesis 
and develops it in the body of the essay, particularly in the paragraph that shifts focus with the phrase, “On 
the other side of the coin,” to discuss religion. 
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Sample: D [6 [Batch 1]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 0 

The response did not earn a point for thesis. The introduction focuses only on the Glorious Revolution and 
makes no claim that establishes a line of reasoning concerning a relationship to the Enlightenment.  

Score—Contextualization: 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization. The response offers a brief definition of the 
Enlightenment but is insufficient in offering a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Score—Evidence: 0 

The response did not earn a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. It 
only mentions Documents 5 and 6. 

The response did not earn a point for using the content of at least six documents to support an argument 
relevant to the prompt. It makes no argument and uses only two documents. 

The response did not earn a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence 
relevant to an argument about the prompt. The information on Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation 
in the second paragraph, while specific, does not support an argument. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 0 

The response did not earn a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. It makes no attempts at sourcing for the two documents referenced. 

The response did not earn a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development 
that is the focus of the prompt by corroborating, qualifying, or modifying an argument. 
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Sample: E [14 [Batch 2]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 1 

The response earned a point for thesis. The introduction makes the claim that the Glorious Revolution is part 
of the Enlightenment, but introduces the line of reasoning that the Glorious Revolution was also about 
overthrowing James II, an unjust monarch, and persecuting Catholics: “The Glorious Revolution was most 
definitely inspired by the Enlightenment to a degree, but at the same time, it was also a degree of the people 
of Britain having enough of James II foolish, irresponsible, and dictative rule. After the Glorious Revolution 
there is still extreme discrimination shown towards Catholics, which is often overlooked when arguing the 
Glorious Revolution was inspired by the Enlightenment” 

Score—Contextualization: 1 

The response earned a point for contextualization. The opening sentences situate the Glorious Revolution 
within the tumultuous political events of the seventeenth century in Britain. There is sufficient information 
on the tensions within England (foreign conflict, the monarch’s disputes with Parliament), to lay the 
foundation for a consideration of themes and issues present in the Glorious Revolution. Although some of the 
references to James II seem more appropriate for Charles I, the information provided is substantially effective 
in discussing the features of the Stuart monarchy prior to the Glorious Revolution. 

Score—Evidence: 3 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. The 
response discusses Documents 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. 

The response earned a point for supporting an argument in response to the prompt using the content of at 
least six documents. Documents 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 are used to identify Enlightenment ideas and principles 
present in the Glorious Revolution, while a separate paragraph uses Documents 3 and 7 to discuss limitations 
of enlightened ideas in discussing religious inequality. 

The response earned a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence relevant to 
an argument about the prompt. The reference to the U.S. Constitution as offering similar checks and 
balances develops the response’s position on the Bill of Rights as providing a limit to the king’s power: 
“Additional evidence that can be compared to the Bill of Rights is the U.S. Constitution, which, like the 
monarch and parliament, states that all the branches can check each other’s power.” 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 1 

The response did not earn a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. Document 2 (William’s declaration) provides historical situation in discussing his “restoring 
England to a constitutional monarchy” after the “dictatorship” of James II, but there are no additional 
successful attempts. 

The response earned a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt by advancing and supporting the argument that the Glorious Revolution both was 
and was not part of the Enlightenment. This qualification is introduced in the first paragraph; the response 
also highlights, in the last paragraph, that ongoing religious inequality is often overlooked as a legacy of the 
Glorious Revolution. This nuanced understanding earns this response the point. 
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Sample: F [23 [Batch 2]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 1 

The response earned a point for thesis. The introductory sentence makes a claim and offers a line of 
reasoning: “Although the Glorious Revolution of 1688 did aim to preserve and champion the Protestant 
religion, the Glorious Revolution of 1688 can be considered part of the Enlightenment because of its focus on 
individual rights, reforming government, and the introduction of more just laws.” 

Score—Contextualization: 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization. The response does not attempt to describe a broader 
historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Score—Evidence: 2 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. 
Documents 1, 2, 7, 4, 3, 5, and 6 are discussed in the response. 

The response earned a point for supporting an argument in response to the prompt using the content of at 
least six documents. Documents 1, 2, 7, and 4 discuss religion as a key focus of the Glorious Revolution 
(contrasting Enlightenment values); while Documents 7 and 4 are quoted, their placement at the end of the 
paragraph on the prioritization of Protestantism demonstrates sufficient usage in their support of an 
argument. Document 2, 3, 5, and 6 discuss liberties and individualism (supporting an argument in favor of 
considering the Glorious Revolution as part of the Enlightenment). 

The response did not earn a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence 
relevant to an argument about the prompt. The final statement that mentions the U.S. Constitution is too 
abbreviated to constitute additional evidence; it is merely a reference. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 1 

The response did not earn a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. None of the documents are accompanied by sufficient explanations of point of view, purpose, 
historical situation, and/or audience relevant to the argument. 

The response earned a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt by advancing and supporting the argument that the Glorious Revolution both was 
and was not part of the Enlightenment. This nuanced discussion is corroborated by explanation of 
Protestantism’s “essential role” in the Glorious Revolution, overriding the desire for “individual freedoms” (a 
hallmark of the Enlightenment). It then acknowledges that the “efforts made by William and Parliament 
following the Glorious Revolution assert the Enlightenment ideals of individualism” in the final two 
paragraphs. 
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Sample: G [118 [Batch 11]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 1 

The response earned a point for thesis. The introduction makes a claim and offers a line of reasoning in 
asserting that the Glorious Revolution demonstrated “beliefs and ideas characteristic of the Enlightenment – 
such as the rights/liberties that human beings deserve and the laws that should govern them and limit the 
power of their leaders,” but did not embrace “the secular qualities considered crucial to the Enlightenment.” 

Score—Contextualization: 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization because it does not attempt to describe any broader 
historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Score—Evidence: 2 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. 
Documents 3, 5, 6, 4, 1, and 2 are discussed in the response. 

The response earned a point for supporting an argument in response to the prompt by using the content of at 
least six documents. Documents 3, 5, and 6 discuss the influence of Enlightenment values, and Documents 4, 
1, and 2 discuss the influence of religion as contrary to the secular quality of the Enlightenment. While 
Document 1 is quoted in the response, sufficient use is indicated by the subsequent phrase on the “ability for 
it [religion] to divide the English populace,” and while Document 2 is quoted, its use is indicated by the 
phrase “showed that religion’s involvement in the government.” 

The response did not earn a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence 
relevant to an argument about the prompt. No additional evidence beyond the documents is provided. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 1 

The response did not earn a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. None of the documents are accompanied by sufficient explanations of point of view, purpose, 
historical situation, and/or audience relevant to the argument. 

The response earned a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt, advancing and supporting the argument that the Glorious Revolution both was 
and was not part of the Enlightenment. It corroborates its argument by referencing ideas and opinions from 
Enlightenment thinkers that were in evidence in the Glorious Revolution, but qualifies that assertion with a 
discussion of the ways in which the Glorious Revolution did not demonstrate the secularism associated with 
the Enlightenment. 
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Sample: H [28 [Batch 3]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 0 

The response did not earn a point for thesis. The statement “The Glorious Revolution of 1688 can be 
considered part of the Enlightenment” does not, by itself, establish a line of reasoning in response to the 
prompt.   

Score—Contextualization: 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization. The response contains no attempt to describe a 
broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Score—Evidence: 1 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. The 
response uses content from Documents 1, 2, and 4. Documents 3, 5, and 6 are identified with a single word 
(“rights,” “legislators,” and “power”), but these terms are insufficient to constitute usage. 

The response did not earn a point for supporting an argument in response to the prompt using the content of 
at least six documents. It failed to use six documents effectively and does not develop any argument 
supported by evidence. 

The response did not earn a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence 
relevant to an argument about the prompt. No additional evidence beyond the documents is provided. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 0 

The response did not earn a point for explaining the relevance of document sourcing to the argument for at 
least three documents. There is an attempt to provide sourcing for Documents 1, 2 and 4, but the response 
does not explain how these attributions are relevant to an argument about the question. 

The response did not earn a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development 
that is the focus of the prompt by corroborating, qualifying, or modifying an argument. 
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Sample: I [10 [Batch 1]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 1 

The response earned a point for thesis. The introductory paragraph states a claim that responds to the 
prompt and establishes a line of reasoning: “Therefore, through political developments such as more say in 
government and social aspects including the people’s support and more rights Enlightenment ideals are 
expressed through the times of the Glorious Revolution; but religious aspects limit this expression and part of 
the Enlightenment.” 

Score—Contextualization: 0 

The response did not earn a point for contextualization. While the response provides multiple pieces of 
outside evidence, none of them describe broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Score—Evidence: 2 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. The 
response uses content from Documents 2, 3, 5, 6, 4, and 7. 

The response did not earn a point for supporting an argument that responds to the prompt by using the 
content of at least six documents. Documents 2 and 3 support an argument about the political rights secured 
by the Glorious Revolution as connecting it to the Enlightenment, and the information on religion in 
Documents 4 and 7 are used to contest the categorizing of the Glorious Revolution as part of the 
Enlightenment. However, the paragraph that references Documents 5 and 6 does not support an argument; 
the documents are categorized as demonstrating “social ideals,” but that concept is never sufficiently 
clarified. 

The response earned a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence relevant to 
an argument about the prompt, in the discussion of the Social Contract with respect to Thomas Hobbes and 
John Locke. A second piece of specific historical evidence beyond the documents relevant to the subject of 
the question is provided in the discussion of Deism. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 2 

The response earned a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. The discussion of Document 2 explains the relevance of audience in noting that the people 
“made” William king “to do certain things for them” and he didn’t want to “displease” them. The discussion 
of Document 5 explains Locke’s point of view as a philosophe offering commentary on government as his 
“job.” The response also indicates Voltaire’s purpose in Document 6 as wanting “to show others that they can 
accomplish big things.” 

The response earned a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt. The recognition that the Glorious Revolution displayed Enlightenment ideals in 
only some ways is explored in several places in the response, particularly the final paragraph, which 
describes the religious elements of the Glorious Revolution as contrary to Enlightenment ideals. 
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Sample: J [75 [Batch 7]] 

Score—Thesis/Claim: 1 

The response earned a point for thesis. The final sentence of the introduction makes the claim that the 
Glorious Revolution can be considered part of the Enlightenment, establishing a line of reasoning about the 
broad support for the revolution and its outcomes as “in line with future Enlightenment ideals.” The later 
statement on its own is insufficiently detailed, but the reference to “broad support” makes it clear that the 
author is considering the role of popular sovereignty. 

Score—Contextualization: 1 

The response earned a point for contextualization. The opening of the essay offers a broader historical 
context relevant to the prompt by discussing the history of English religion and politics, stretching back to 
Henry VIII’s split with the church through the Stuart century. 

Score—Evidence: 3 

The response earned a point for using at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. The 
response contains a discussion of the contents of Documents 1, 2, 4, 3, 5, and 6. 

The response earned a point for supporting an argument that responds to the prompt by using the content of 
at least six documents. Documents 1, 2, and 4 are used to discuss the idea that rulers should be selected to 
act in the best wishes of the people and should have support of the people, including religious officials. 
Documents 3, 5, and 6 are used to indicate the connection of the Glorious Revolution to Enlightenment ideals 
by showing that its bloodless, peaceful nature served as a model for Enlightenment thinkers. 

The response earned a point for using at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence relevant to 
an argument about the prompt. The discussion of the Enlightenment idea that “a ruler should be determined 
by the people in that each ruler should do what’s best for their people” is directly linked to Rousseau’s Social 
Contract theory. 

Score—Analysis and Reasoning: 2 

The response earned a point for explaining the relevance of sourcing to the argument for at least three 
documents. Document 1 (Evelyn) identifies historical situation and POV in using Evelyn’s journal as a view of 
the “popular” perspective. The audience of Document 2 is “all of the citizens” of England. The purpose of 
Document 3 “was to make it so no future English king could ever take absolute power.” The POV of 
Document 6 (Voltaire) is identified as that of “one of the preeminent writers of the Enlightenment.” The 
response makes Voltaire’s identification relevant to an argument about the influence of the Glorious 
Revolution on the later course of the enlightenment. Merely identifying Voltaire as an enlightenment author 
would not have been sufficient sourcing for the document. 

The response earned a point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt. It maintains that the Glorious Revolution’s peaceful transition from one monarch 
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to another along the ideals of popular supports and liberties inspired the Enlightenment in key ways. It adds 
nuance in a number of places by exploring the complex relationship between the two historical processes. 
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