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2020 Scoring Commentaries 
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Row A Row B Row C Row D 

A 1 2 1 0 
B 1 1 1 0 
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D 1 2 1 0 
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F 1 2 1 0 
G 1 2 1 1 
H 1 0 0 1 
I 0 2 0 0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP Comparative Government and Politics 
Free-Response Question 4 

2020 Scoring Commentaries 
(Applied to Student Responses from 2018 Pilot) 

 
Sample A  
4/5 Points 

 
Row A: Claim/Thesis - 1/1  
The response earned the point for Claim/Thesis with the argument in the first paragraph which outlines 
that corruption occurs in countries with a lack of civil liberties and political rights: “Russia, on the other 
hand, has a lack of civil liberties & political rights which allows power to be concentrated & a higher 
chance of corruption to occur. Thus, by studying both countries it is evident that democratic regimes are 
more effective in reducing corruption than authoritarian regimes, as seen through the UK & Russia.” 
 
Row B: Evidence - 2/2  
The response earned both points for Evidence. The first evidence point is earned in the second 
paragraph with the explanation that “the UK has always made an effort to protect the human rights that 
citizens deserve, which allows them to speak out and organize peacefully.” The second evidence point is 
earned in the third paragraph with the explanation of “the UK has several parties & competition during 
elections. These elections allow people to have a say in who their leader is & prevents too much power in 
one party.” There is a third piece of evidence provided in the second paragraph about Russia, but it is 
not needed as the response has already earned two points. 
 
Row C: Reasoning - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Reasoning because it explains the relationship between the evidence 
provided and the claim that democratic regimes are more effective in reducing corruption than 
authoritarian regimes. The Reasoning point is found in the second paragraph after the first evidence 
point about how the UK protects citizens’ rights to speak out and organize: “In doing so, the govt. can be 
criticized into making improvements by the people. This hinders the development of corruption…” The 
response provides reasoning for an additional evidence point, but it is not needed as it has already 
earned the point for Reasoning. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 0/1 
The response did not earn this point because it does not attempt to respond to an alternate perspective. 
 
  



AP Comparative Government and Politics 
Free-Response Question 4 

2020 Scoring Commentaries 
(Applied to Student Responses from 2018 Pilot) 

 
Sample B 
3/5 
 
Row A: Claim/Thesis – 1/1 
The response earned the point for Claim/Thesis with the argument in the second paragraph which 
explains the connection between civil liberties and the people’s ability to hold the government 
accountable: “One reason democracies are more effective at reducing corruption is that civil liberties are 
present. If parts of the government are corrupt, the people seek change and holds the government 
accountable.” 
 
Row B: Evidence – 1/2 
The response earned one point for Evidence. The first evidence point is earned in the second paragraph 
with the explanation that “In countries like the United Kingdom, there are these organizations that are 
run by the people. The civil society organizations keep the government in check through civil 
disobedience. Examples include protesting, boycotting, and marches.”  The third sentence is necessary to 
earn this point because it provides specific examples that demonstrate a clear understanding of what 
“civil disobedience” means. 
 
Row C: Reasoning – 1/1  
The response earned the point for Reasoning because it explains the relationship between the evidence 
provided and the claim that democratic regimes are more effective in reducing corruption than 
authoritarian regimes. The Reasoning point is found in the second paragraph after the first evidence 
point about civil society organizations and civil disobedience examples keeping democratic governments 
in check. “Protest such as these inform the general populace if the politicians they may be voting for is 
corrupt or not.” 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective – 0/1 
The response did not earn this point. It attempts to describe and refute an alternate perspective: “While 
there are examples of compelling evidence on why democracies are better at reducing corruption, there 
are those who still argue the contrary. The argue that authoritarian regimes can reduce corruption. 
However, these government have the most corruption. Countries such as Russia has been suspected in 
rigging elections of officials.” Although the response identifies an alternate perspective it does not offer 
an actual description of that perspective–it simply identifies it. The rebuttal is ineffective because the 
response never demonstrates understanding of the alternate perspective. 
  



AP Comparative Government and Politics 
Free-Response Question 4 

2020 Scoring Commentaries 
(Applied to Student Responses from 2018 Pilot) 

 
Sample C 
0/5 
 
Row A: Claim/Thesis - 0/1 
The response did not earn the point for Claim/Thesis because it does not offer a coherent or accurate 
argument that establishes a line of reasoning.  
 
Row B: Evidence – 0/2 
The response did not earn either evidence point because the examples provided are inaccurate and not 
specific.  
 
Row C: Reasoning - 0/1 
The response did not earn the point for Reasoning because it does not attempt to explain how or why 
the evidence supports a claim or thesis. Had the response attempted to do so it still would not have 
earned the Reasoning point because it did not earn the point for Claim/Thesis. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 0/1 
The response did not earn this point. It attempts to describe and refute an alternate perspective: 
“People like to believe that a democratic regime type is the best at everything. This is incorrect. While 
they are certainly the best for most things, corruption just isn’t one of them. The fact that they have 
elections opens the door to the highest bidder to come in and ‘own’ the winner. Most democracies have 
been trying to work on this, but there is simply no way to know for sure if the last corruption politician is 
taken care of.” Although the response identifies an alternate perspective, it does not offer an actual 
description of that perspective—it simply identifies it. The rebuttal is ineffective because the response 
never demonstrates understanding of the alternate perspective. 
  



AP Comparative Government and Politics 
Free-Response Question 4 

2020 Scoring Commentaries 
(Applied to Student Responses from 2018 Pilot) 

 
Sample D 
4/5 
 
Row A: Claim/Thesis - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Claim/Thesis with the argument in the first paragraph that explains 
the connection between accountability in elections and transparency because of civil liberties: “In 
general, however, democratic regimes are more effective at reducing corruption due to increased 
accountability in elections and more transparency that is due to greater civil liberties.” 
 
Row B: Evidence – 2/2 
The response earned both points for Evidence. The first evidence point is earned in the middle of the 
second paragraph with the explanation that “In Nigeria, a democratic state, the press has continued to 
gain more freedom in recent years. They have begun to report more and more on the government, 
politics, officials, etc.” Both sentences are needed to earn the evidence point because the second 
sentence provides a specific context for what “more freedom” means. The second evidence point is 
earned at the end of the second paragraph with the explanation of “On top of that, the right to organize 
and freely speak allows the Nigerian people to place public pressure and voice their opposition to 
corruption on the government.” There is another piece of evidence provided in the third paragraph with 
a discussion about free and fair elections in the U.K., but it is not needed as the response has already 
earned two points. 
 
Row C: Reasoning - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Reasoning because it explains the relationship between the evidence 
provided and the claim that democratic regimes are more effective in reducing corruption than 
authoritarian regimes. The Reasoning point is found in the second paragraph after the first evidence 
point about Nigeria’s freedom of the press which allows the press to report on the government: “and 
because of this, corruption is slowly becoming less common in Nigeria.” The response provides reasoning 
for an additional evidence point, but it is not needed as it has already earned the point for Reasoning. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 0/1 
The response did not earn this point. It attempts to describe and refute an alternate perspective: 
“Although some may suggest that the lack of civil liberties breeds fear of corruption in government 
officials in authoritarian regimes, this is simply not the case. In Russia, Putin has created fear in his 
government by showcasing what happens to corrupt officials, yet corruption is still very prevalent in 
Russia.” Although the response attempts to describe the alternate perspective, it demonstrates an 
incorrect understanding. The rebuttal is ineffective because the response never demonstrates 
understanding of the alternate perspective. 
 
  



AP Comparative Government and Politics 
Free-Response Question 4 

2020 Scoring Commentaries 
(Applied to Student Responses from 2018 Pilot) 

 
Sample E 
5/5 
 
Row A: Claim/Thesis - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Claim/Thesis with the argument about political transparency and free 
and fair elections. While it begins the argument in the first paragraph, it is the continuation of that 
argument into the second paragraph that earned the point. The response has to connect political 
transparency to one of the provided course concepts, which it does at the beginning of the second 
paragraph: “However, democratic regimes tend to be more effective at reducing corruption than 
authoritarian regimes, due to a higher rate of political transparency. In democratic states like the United 
Kingdom, elections are free, open, fair and competitive.”  The rubric stipulates that the claim or thesis 
may be located anywhere in the response, allowing for this response to earn the point for Claim/Thesis. 
 
Row B: Evidence – 2/2 
The response earned both points for Evidence. The first evidence point is earned in the second 
paragraph with the explanation that authoritarian governments will do whatever is needed to maintain 
power and that leads to corrupt elections like “In China, where a strong authoritarian government is in 
place, citizens are not even able to election higher officials like the president.” The second evidence point 
is earned in the second paragraph with the example of civil society: “In states like the UK, activity in 
organizations like Quangos encourages political thought and gives a voice to the people who may have 
policy concerns.” There is a third piece of evidence provided in the second paragraph about China, but it 
is not needed as the response has already earned two points.  
 
Row C: Reasoning - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Reasoning because it explains the relationship between the evidence 
provided and the claim that democratic regimes are more effective in reducing corruption than 
authoritarian regimes. The Reasoning point is found in the second paragraph after the first evidence 
point about elections in China and citizens’ inability to elect higher officials. “This makes secret deals and 
trades for support much easier, which can lead to corruption.” The response provides reasoning for an 
additional evidence point, but it is not needed as it has already earned the point for Reasoning. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 1/1 
The response earned this point in the fourth paragraph by describing an alternate perspective and 
refuting it: “Some may claim that an authoritarian regime, with a strong leader, may root out corruption 
with its great influence, but often corruption is wove to deeply into the system to be taken out. 
Corruption is common in bureaucracies, where bribes will get you favorable treatment, and 
bureaucracies are both massive and powerful. Bureaucrats are most often not voted into their positions, 
which disconnects them from public scrutiny. Bureaucratic positions themselves can be used as a bribe, 
giving favorable positions to those who are loyal to the leader and the state.” 
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Row A: Claim/Thesis - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Claim/Thesis with the argument in the first paragraph about civil 
liberties and competitive elections: “In a democratic regime people’s civil liberties are usually more 
protected than in an authoritarian regime. Also, civil society normally has a strong presence in 
democratic regimes along with fair and competitive elections. Due to these trends, a democratic regime 
is more effective in reducing corruption rather than an authoritarian regime.” 
 
Row B: Evidence – 2/2 
The response earned both points for Evidence. The first evidence point is earned in the second 
paragraph with the explanation about civil liberties being protected in democratic countries: “In 
democratic countries like the UK, people are able to practice free speech, freedom of assembly, and 
freedom of the press.” The second evidence point is earned directly after that with the discussion about 
China and the lack of civil liberties: “The same cannot be said for an authoritarian regime like China. For 
instance, prodemocracy protesters held a demonstration at Tiamanen Square in which their rights to 
freedom of speech and assembly were repressed when authorities arrested the protesters and shut down 
the demonstration.” There are additional pieces of evidence provided in subsequent paragraphs, but 
they are not needed as the response has already earned two points. 
 
Row C: Reasoning - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Reasoning because it explains the relationship between the evidence 
provided and the claim that democratic regimes are more effective in reducing corruption than 
authoritarian regimes. The Reasoning point is found in the second paragraph after the second evidence 
point about the Tiananmen Square demonstration where freedom of speech and assembly were 
repressed: “When people are allowed to freely utilize civil liberties, corruption can be battled against and 
people can attempt to stop it.” The response provides reasoning for an additional evidence point, but it 
is not needed as it has already earned the point for Reasoning. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 0/1 
The response did not earn this point. It describes an alternate perspective, but it does not attempt to 
refute, concede or rebut that perspective: “After exploring the variety of characteristics that define both 
an authoritarian and democratic regimes it is apparent that a democratic regime would be more efficient 
in reducing corruption. However, some could argue that an authoritarian regime could more effectively 
reduce corruption since it has more power within the country it can more easily stop corruption from 
continuing.” The alternate perspective is described in the second sentence above, but the response ends 
without refuting, conceding, or rebutting that perspective.  
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Row A: Claim/Thesis - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Claim/Thesis with the argument in the first paragraph about elections 
and freedom of the press: Democratic regimes are better than authoritarian regime at reducing 
corruption because democracies allow for elections and freedom of the press.” This is a minimally 
acceptable example that earned the point because of the inclusion of “freedom of the press”, which is a 
civil liberty. Had it stopped at “elections” it would not have earned the point.  
 
Row B: Evidence – 2/2 
The response earned both points for Evidence. The first evidence point is earned in the first paragraph 
with the explanation about free elections and accountability of officials: In the UK, for example, there 
are free and fair elections. This means that the elected officials are accountable to the citizens of the 
UK.” The second evidence point is also in the first paragraph with a discussion of freedom of the press. 
Also, the UK allows for freedom of the press. This allows the press or media to call out and draw 
attention to any corruption.” 
 
Row C: Reasoning - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Reasoning because it explains the relationship between the evidence 
provided and the claim that democratic regimes are more effective in reducing corruption than 
authoritarian regimes. The Reasoning point is found in the first paragraph after the first evidence point 
about free and fair elections in the UK: “If an official is corrupt, they can easily be removed from office or 
not voted in for the next election.” The response provides reasoning for an additional evidence point, but 
it is not needed as it has already earned the point for Reasoning. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 1/1 
The response earned this point at the end of the paragraph by describing an alternate perspective and 
refuting it: “Although some do argue that authoritarian states like China limit corruption through 
consolidation of power. This power allows officials to crack down on corruption by firing anyone that is 
corrupt. However, this may be true in a few cases, in most cases when a ruler or party has absolute 
power, it causes even more corruption. This is because there is no one to keep this party/person in check 
because said party/person holds all the power.” 
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Row A: Claim/Thesis - 1/1 
The response earned the point for Claim/Thesis with the argument in the first paragraph about the 
transparency and the treatment of civil society organizations: “A democratic government is more 
effective in reducing corruption than an authoritarian one because it is more transparent as a 
government and treats civil society organizations fairly.”  
 
Row B: Evidence - 0 /2 
The response did not earn either evidence point because the evidence provided is not relevant to the 
course concepts in the prompt. 
 
Row C: Reasoning - 0/1 
The response did not earn the point for Reasoning because it does not provide an explanation of the 
relationship between the evidence and the claim or thesis. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 1/1 
The response earned this point in the fourth paragraph by describing an alternate perspective and 
refuting it: “The opposite perspective may be that authoritarian govts may prevent corruption by having 
such a strong hold on society. This could be true, but is currently not because in any country that has a 
strong hold on its government, they are taking actions that are helping corruption because no one can 
challenge them.”   
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Row A: Claim/Thesis – 0/1 
The response did not earn the point for Claim/Thesis because it simply restates the prompt and does not 
provide a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning. 
 
Row B: Evidence – 2/2 
The response earned both points for Evidence. The first evidence point is earned in the second 
paragraph with the explanation about civil liberties and freedom of speech in the UK: “The civil liberties, 
freedom of speech, press, religion, etc. is more opponent in a democratic regime than an authoritarian 
one. For example, the UK as a democratic regime has complete freedom of speech as seen through 
various social media like twitter or Facebook.” The second evidence point is earned directly after that 
with a discussion about free press: “Their press is also independent of their government, so their media is 
not filtered or blocked. Even their debates in parliament can be watched live on cable.” There are 
additional pieces of evidence provided in subsequent paragraphs, but they are not needed as the 
response has already earned two points. 
 
Row C: Reasoning - 0/1 
The response did not earn the point for Reasoning because it does not attempt to explain how or why 
the evidence supports a claim or thesis. Had the response attempted to do so it still would not have 
earned the Reasoning point because it did not earn the point for Claim/Thesis. 
 
Row D: Responds to an Alternate Perspective - 0/1 
The response did not earn this point. It minimally identifies an alternate perspective by stating that 
authoritarian regimes can also reduce corruption. However, it does not describe that perspective, nor 
does it attempt to refute, concede or rebut that perspective: “While democratic regimes more 
effectively reduce corruption, authoritarian regimes still have their own way of reducing it.”  
 




