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Welcome to an overview of the AP Chinese Language and
Culture Exam. This presentation will provide you with a
preview of the question types and directions screens that
you'll see on exam day.

The exam will be delivered on a CD and administered on a
computer. On exam day, you will follow directions spoken by
the proctor. During various parts of the exam, you will also
read on the screen, listen through a headset, type using the
keyboard, and speak into a microphone. Read the information
on the screens carefully.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview




The exam is approximately two hours and 15 minutes in
length. The exam has two sections.

Section | consists of multiple-choice content.
Part A: Listening
Part B: Reading

Section I, the free-response section, requires you to produce
written and spoken responses.

Part A: Writing
Part B: Speaking
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About This Presentation

This overview does not present an entire exam, but does
include questions that represent the various parts of the
complete exam.

The screen images in this presentation are from a sample
exam. Several screens in the sample exam include an Exit
button, but this button will not appear in the regular exam.

This presentation includes screens where some details,
such as references to the number of questions or
administration time, refer to the sample exam and do not
match the complete exam.
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The following screens show the Student Information registration
screens that you'll complete in place of an answer sheet on exam day.
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Use the Next and Previous buttons
Ascroll harwill appear on the rig

Student Information Part 2
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AP Chinese
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Display Options for Reading
Chinese Text

Throughout the exam, wherever Chinese text is displayed for
you to read (for example, each selection in the Reading part
and one selection in the Writing part), you can use a button to
toggle between displaying the text in Traditional or Simplified
characters.
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Input Options for Typing Chinese Text

In the Writing part of the exam, you will be able to choose
between two input methods for typing your responses in
Chinese.

You may use the Microsoft Pinyin IME (MSPY), which is
based on Hanyu Pinyin, to type in either Simplified or
Traditional characters (see output options on the next page),
or you may use the Microsoft New Phonetic IME, which is
based on Zhuyin Fuhao (Bopomofo), to type in Traditional
characters. When you reach the Writing part of the exam,
you will be able to choose the desired input method by
selecting Pinyin or Bopomofo from a drop-down list.
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Output Options for Typing Chinese Text

You will see a screen titled “Typing Options for the Writing Part of the
Exam” (see next page) after the student information screens but before
the exam begins. If you intend to use the Pinyin input method in the
Writing part, you must decide at that time whether you want to type
responses in Simplified characters or in Traditional characters. (If you
intend to use the Bopomofo input method, you will not need to take any
action on this screen.)

Click on the radio button for Simplified characters (Pinyin input) or for
Traditional characters (Pinyin input) to select your preference for
Chinese text that you will type for your responses in the Writing part of
the exam.

Try typing in the white box on the screen to test your selected setting.
You will not be able to change this setting after leaving the screen.
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AP Chinese Exa

Typing Options for the

In the Writing part ofthe exam, you will be able to select
responses in Chinese:

* Pimyin {Micrasoft Pinyin IME) - simplified or trac
* Bopomofo (Microsoft Mew Phanetic IME) - tr

Ifyau intend to use the Bopomofo input me
sit gquietly until the proctor tells you to clic

Ifyou intend to use the Piman input m
ortraditional characters. You will

1. Click on one of the choi
in the Writing part of th

Administrator Utilities
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APIChinese Language & culture At the beginning
O CollegeBoard of the exam, you
should read the

General Directions
The table under "At a Glance” below provides an overview of the exam, showing the number of questions and amount of H
time for each part and the contribution of each part to the final AP score. The first section of the exam contains several Ca refu | Iy (CO ntl n Ued
listening tasks and reading tasks, which test your ability to use Chinese in the interpersonal and interpretive modes of
communication. In this multiple-choice section, click on one answer choice to select an answer. You may click on the oval on next page) .
or anywhere on the answer choice. To change an answer, click on a different answer choice. To leave a question
unanswiered after you have selected an answer, click on the selected answer choice again to deselect it. The total score
on the multiple-choice section is based only on the number of guestions answered correctly. Points are not deducted for
incorrect answers or unanswered questions. The second section of the exam contains 4 free-response tasks, which test
wour ability to use Chinese in the interpersonal and presentational modes of communication. You will type your responses
for the writing tasks, and your responses for the speaking tasks will be recorded. Various tasks in the exam will also test
wour knowledge of Chinese culture.

[+]

General Directions

You have some choices for reading and writing in Chinese. The display and input options you select will have no effect on
your score. Chinese text on the screen can be displayed in traditional characters orin simplified characters, and you may
toggle between the two versions if necessary. You also have two options for typing Chinese text. The available input
methods are the Microsoft Pinvin IME (MSPY ) which is based on Hanyu Pinyin, and the Microsoft New Phonefic IME,
which is based on Zhuyin Fuhao (Bopomofo).

The proctor should have provided you with scratch paper and a pencil, which you may use to take notes and to organize
your responses. Yol must return the scratch paper and pencil to the proctor atthe end of the exam.

At a Glance

The table below summarizes the exam format. The total time listed for each section takes into account time for reading
directions, maoving from question to question, etc. As a result, the estimated time for each section may be greater than the
sum of the estimated times for each part.

Mote: The directions throughout the exam regarding timing for specific questions reflect the standard timing. If you have
been approved for extended time, the adjusted timing for applicable parts of the exam will be reflected accurately on the
clock that appears on the screen.

[4]
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At a Glance

The table below summarizes the exam format. The total time listed for each section takes into account time for reading
directions, moving from guestion to question, etc. As a result, the estimated time for each section may be greater than the
sum of the estimated times for each part.

Maote: The directions throughout the exam regarding timing for specific guestions reflect the standard timing. If you have
been approved for extended time, the adjusted timing for applicable parts of the exam will be reflected accurately on the
clock that appears on the screen.

Mumber of Percent of Approximate
Section Question or Task Type Questions or Tasks Total Score Time
Approximately 1 hour,
Multiple Choice 70 Questions 50%0 30 minutes
Part A: Listening R.E_]I:Ilr'l_dEI’S . 10-15 10% 10 m!nutes
Listening Selections 15-20 15% 10 minutes
Part B: Reading Reading Selections 35-40 25% 1 hour
Free Response 4 Tasks 509%p 45 minutes
Part A: Writing StDr}rl MNarration 1 quest!un 15% 15 m!nutES
E-Mail Response 1 question 10% 15 minutes
Part B: Speaking Conversation . 5] que5t|pns 10% 4 m!nutes
Cultural Presentation 1 Question 15% 7 minutes

There may also be survey questions, which do not affect vour score.

Zlick on Continue to go on.

4]
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Hardware Check

Before the exam begins, we will check the microphone and headset volumes.

Click on Continue to go on

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

Before the first
part of the exam,
you will check that
your headset and
microphone are
working properly.
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AP Chinese Language & Gulture = Listening @ The mU|tip|e-ChOice

© CollegeBoard

Listening Part Directions

You will answer twio types of questions: rejoinders and questions based on listening selections.

For all the tasks, you will have a specific amount of response time. A clock at the top of the screen will
showy you how much time is remaining to respond. The clock will not count down while you are listening.
The clockwill count down only while you are answering questions.

When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannaot return to
previous questions.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

section begins with
Part A: Listening.
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AP ChineselLanguage &Cultirer="Listening

© CollegeBoard

Listening Part Directions: Rejoinders

You will hear several short conversations or parts of conversations followed by four choices, designated
{A), (B), (C), and (D). Choose the one that continues or completes the conversation in a logical and
culturally appropriate manner. You will have 5 seconds to answer each question.

You will now begin this part.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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AP Chinese Language e Gulture = Listening @ An audio progress
GCOIIBgeBoaId Guestion 4 ofi12 IR 00 S 00503 bar appearS

After you have heard all four possible responses, click on your choice. Whenever you hear
audio material

—— U through your

headset.

O A
OB
O cC
O D
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AP ChineselLanguage &Cultirer="Listening

© CollegeBoard

Listening Part Directions: Selections

You will listen to several selections in Chinese. For each selection, you will be told whether it will be played once or twice.
You may take notes as you listen. Your notes will not be graded. After listening to each selection, you will see questions in

English. For each question, choose the response that is best according to the selection. You will have 12 seconds to answer
each question.

You will nows begin this part.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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AP ChineselLanguage &Cultirer="Listening

© CollegeBoard

Voice message
Selection plays two times.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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AP ChineselLanguage & culture = Listening @

60011999308-“1 Giuestion 6ofi2 | HiDETIME[eje)aleje) ]

What is the purpose of the message?

O To arrange a medical appointment
O To ask for directions to the hospital
O To cancel a previous engagement

O Torecommend a movie

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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APChinese langiage & Culturer-"Reading ‘;;@ @ @ @ @

© CollegeBoard

Reading Part Directions

Youwill read several selections in Chinese. Each selection is accompanied by a number of questions in English. For each
question, choose the response that is best according to the selection.

Wherever Chinese text appears for you to read, it can be displayed in either traditional or simplified characters. You can
change the display by clicking on Switch to Simplified or Switch to Traditional.

You will have 80 minutes to answer all the questions. A clock at the top of the screen will show you how much time is
remaining.

You can move to the next question by clicking on Next. You can skip questions and go back to them later as long as there is
time remaining. If you want to return to previous guestions, click on Back.

For later review, you can mark a question by clicking on Mark, which will place a check mark next to the question onthe
review screen. Clicking on Mark again will remove the check mark. A question will remain marked until you unmark it, even
if you change the answer.

You can click on Review at any time, and the review screen will show you which guestions you have answered and which
woll have not answered. The Marked column shows all questions you have marked for review. From the review screen, you
may go directly to any guestion.

Youwill now begin this part.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

The multiple-choice
section continues
with Part B: Reading.
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APIChineselLanguage s Cultures-"Reading

NEXT e

MARK o

REVIEW e

EXIT (DE’“T

Tools

After you answer a question, click on Next. You may still change the answer after clicking
MNext.

Clicking on Back will talee you to the previous screen or guestion.

Clicking on Help will bring you to Help. From Help you can get information on different topics
by clicking on one of the buttons abowve. You are now in Help.

For later review, you can mark a guestion by clicking on Mark, which will place a check mark
next to the question on the review screen. Clicking on Mark again wil remove the check
marl. A question will remain marked until you unmark it, even if you change the answer.

Clicking on Review will display the Review screen. The Review screen lists all of the
questions inthe reading part and their status. The Status column shows if a question has been
answered, not answered, or notyet seen. The Marked column shows all questions you have
marked for review. The question you were looking at last is highlighted when you enter the
Review screen.

Clicking on Exit will skip ahead to the next part. The Exit button will not appear in the
regular exam.

| .. | During the Reading
Testing Gene par WIS 00): 05 44 part, yOUu may access

the Help screens.

NOTE: The clock
does not stop when
viewing the Help
screens. The more
time you spend on
Help, the less time
you have to answer
questions.

<

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

25



AP ChineselLanguagescultiure’-"Reading

© CollegeBoard

Giuestion 1lof6 RN 00 081545

Read this e-mail.

RN ZEEMH
WA FTE&E

BEPF A REOHET
RiFHE: 2006410826 H

CEECE S iR

A2 T, BAREHAGL— A, BETHMEIR
£7. eBfRINERGTA CKEE, MMELIEER
ke E— T EE. 28, DERHEHEEEE L,
WHIBMNE AL T HPENE. REOBFEERZEER
B1: HITHELREHE—ENDE, WEITRK,
LRI EEEKEFEBOR R, KOEZLEKD
5, PRELBEERERNPR. BEEZGRERE—
;Kﬁ,ﬁ?tﬁfﬁﬁwﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ

THE BRATRERFTgRoRAE, FATAT LALE S5 e AT it
bu.

X

= L Oox|

[« 11

What does Yushan like best about her new house?

O Ithas a big backyard.
O lthas a swirmming pool.

O She doesn't have to share a roorm with her
sister.

& She canwalk to school.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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APIChinese Languageld culture = Reading @ @ @ @ @

6 CdlegeBoaId UEStioGiofic

W 0008512

Read this public sign.

= AT 6 B E B R SR A

What is the purpose of the sign?

O To give directions to a particular location
O To advertise a new product

O Torequest cooperation from the users of a
service

O To post the penalty for viclating a regulation

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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AP ChineselLanguage saculturer="Reading m @

GCollegeBoard Question 6 of 6 TR G0 07 95

BEelow is the list of questions in this part. The question you were looking at last is highlighted when you enter Review. The Status column
shows if a question has been Answered, Mot Answered, or Mot Seen. Questions you have marked are indicated with a « .

To review a specific question from the list, click on the question to highlight it, then click on Go to Question at the top of the screen. To sort
the list by number or status, click on the column heading. When there are more questions than will fit on the screen, you can use the scroll
bar to wiew the others.

To leave Review and return to where you were in the exam, click on Return.

ANumber Description Marked Status
1 YWhat does Yushan like best about her new house? Mot Answered
2 YWyhere in her room did Yushan put her family photo? Mot Answered
3 To whom is the e-mail addressed? Mot Answered
4 YWhere is Yushan's teddy bear? Mot Answered
5 Where would the sign most likely appear? Mot Answered
5 Wyhat is the purpose of the sign? Mot Answered

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

During the Reading
part, clicking on
Review will allow
you to review the
status of each
question.
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APIChneselLanguage s Culture Break

© CollegeBoard

Break

Your breal will begin when the proctor dismisses the entire group. Wait quietly until you are dismissed.
The exam is on hold and your answers have been secured. Youwill have a 10-minute break. The timer
wiill count down the time while you are on break, but the exam will not resume until the proctor gives you
the appropriate instructions. Flease return to this computer within the time limit.

When you return from the breal, wait for the proctor to tell you to click on Continue.

Name: UE User

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

There will be a
10-minute break
between the
multiple-choice and
free-response
sections.

After the break, you
must wait for the
proctor’s instructions
before resuming the
exam.
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APIChinesellanguage & Culture = Ariting @
© CollegeBoard

Writing Part Directions

Youwill be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and

to a specific person. You should wirite in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account
the purpose and the person described.

Wherever Chinese text appears for you to read, it can be displayed in either traditional or simplified characters. You can
change the display by clicking on Switch to Simplified or Switch to Traditional.

You can choose betwieen two input methods for typing Chinese text: you may use the Microsoft Pinvin IME (MSPY'), which
is based on Hanyu Pinyin, or the Microsoft New Phonafic IME, which is based on Zhuyin Fuhao (Bopomofo). You can
choose your desired input method by selecting Pinyin or Bopomofo from the drop-down list.

A clock at the top of the screen will show you how much time is remaining to wirite your response.

When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to previous
questions

Youwill now begin this part.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

The free-response
section begins with
Part A: Writing.
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APIChinese Language s culture = Anting m During the Wr|t|ng
© CollegeBoard Teng el | o L cgiil Part, you may access

| the Help screens.

Tools:
ESSAY Cut - To delete something you have typed,
® highlight the text

e clickon Cut NOTE: The clock
Paste - To put text in a new spot, does not Stop When

highlight the text

click on Cut 1 1
click on the spot where you want to place the text VI eWI ng the Hel p
click on Paste
screens. The more
Undo - Click on Undo to reverse or cancel your last action. Each click reverses one maore action. .
Redo - Click on Redo to reverse the action of the Undo command. Each click reverses one more tl me yOU Spend On

Undo command.

Character Count - Click on Hide Char. Count to remove the character count. Click on Show Hel p, the |€SS tl me

Char. Count to show the character count.

Input Method - You can choose your desired input method by selecting Pinyin or Bopomofo from yOU h ave tO a n SWG I"

the drop-daowin list.

Keyboard Keys: queStIOHS

Use Tab to indent at the beginning of a line.

i
Use Backspace %32 to remove text that is to the left of the cursor.

se Delete to remowe text that is to the right of the cursor.

Unda Redo [ Hide Char. Count ] 0 |Pinyin -

Click on Return to go on.

4]

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

31



APIChinesellanguage & Cultura = Writing @

GCdlegeBoard Question 1/ of 2 IR 00500 ): 40

Directions: You will be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose andto a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the
person described.

The four pictures present a story. Imagine you are writing the le "as“’-l Undol Redol Hida Char. Count | 0 |pim,in |,|
story to a friend. Narrate a complete story as suggested by the

pictures. Give your story a beginning, a middle, and an end.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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APIChneseLanguages Culturer=swriting

SWITCH TO EXIT
TRADITIONAL (I [ 7

600119993031'6 @uestion|2iof 2 W 00 : 01| 28

person described.

Directions: You will be asked to perform two wiriting tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the

Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

B

BN L8R
EEF R HiERERF

FoHE BIRE L R BT — AW H
REd, FUXNADE2RICENET. B8
FRIERERFOPELAE R, RPED
RLEE M. FPEREETAFZERT
AT 7. WREREES, —EHRE THEH
WRERFHER, FHAGFEIETLSY
=7 REMATHIEFRSRIEE, HIEAFH
EXELER? FRAMRGFR-LEER.

cml Pastel Undol Redol Hide Char. Count | 0 |Pinyin |v|

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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AP ChineselLanguagesicultire’ = Speaking

© CollegeBoard

Speaking Part Directions

You will participate in a simulated conversation and make a presentation

For the presentation, you will have a specific amount of preparation time. During the preparation time, a clock will show you
hows much time is remaining.

For both tasks, you will have a specific amount of response time. During the response time, a clock will show you how much
time is remaining.

When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to previous
guestions.

Your cue to start speaking will always be this tone.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

The free-response
section continues
with Part B:
Speaking.

Before beginning
this part, you will
perform another
headset and

microphone check.
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APIChneseCanguage s Cultures-speaking

O CollegeBoard

Speaking Part Directions: Conversation

Youwill participate in a simulated conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will hawve 20
seconds to record. You should respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

There will be six times when it is your turn to speak.

You will now begin this part.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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APIChineseLanguage s Cultire= Speaking

6 CdlegeBoaId uestioTHiol

Directions: You will participate in a simulated conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will have 20 seconds to record. You should
respond as fully and as appropriately as possible

Youwill have a conversation with Huang Lihua, an intervewer, about your application for a scholarship to study in China.

00:00:14

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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APIChneseLanguage s Cultirer - speaking

© CollegeBoard

Speaking Part Directions: Cultural Presentation

Youwill be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine you are making an oral presentation to
wour Chinese class. First, you will read and hear the topic for your presentation. You will have 4 minutes to

prepare your presentation. Then you will have 2 minutes to record your presentation. Your presentation
should be as complete as possible.

You will now begin this part.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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APIChneseCanguage s Cultures-speaking

GCdlegeBoaId GlEstion v of ¥

Directions: You will be asked to spealk in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine you are making an oral presentation to your Chinese class. First,
you will read and hear the topic foryour presentation. You will have 4 minutes to prepare your presentation. Then you will have 2 minutes to
record your presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible.

Choose OME Chinese food that is associated with a particular holiday (moon calke,
zohgzi, etc). Inyour presentation, describe this food that is associated with a particular
holiday and explain its significance.

Preparation Time: 240 Seconds
Response Time: 120 Seconds

PREPARATION TIME

00:03:59

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
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End of Exam

Your exam administration is now complete.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview

After the exam,
do not touch

the computer
because it will be
processing your
exam responses.

Sit quietly and wait
for the proctor to
dismiss all students
at the same time.

39



If you’d like more information about the AP Chinese Language
and Culture Exam or the exam administration, refer to the
following resources:

The AP coordinator of the school where you will be testing
should be able to provide you with more information about
the exam schedule, what to bring on exam day, and any
pre-exam-day activities.

Visit the AP Chinese Language and Culture pages at
exploreap.org/courses to see the complete Course
Description as well as free-response questions and scoring
guidelines from last year’'s exam.

Download the current Bulletin for AP Students and Parents
at collegeboard.com/apstudents.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview




	AP® Chinese Language and Culture Exam Overview
	Table of Contents
	Overview
	Exam Format
	About This Presentation
	Student Information
	Display Options for Reading Chinese Text
	Input Options for Typing Chinese Text
	Output Options for Typing Chinese Text
	General Directions
	Section I: Multiple Choice/Part A: Listening
	Part B: Reading
	Break
	Section II: Free Response/Part A: Writing
	Part B: Speaking
	End of Exam
	Additional Resources



