References totadent responses have beeapturedverbatim; any erors in spellingr grammar appear as they do irj
the original handwritten response.

AP Art and Design
2-D Design Sustained Investigation
2020 Scoring Commentaries
The Sustained Investigation section of the AP Art and Design portfolio is scored according 4ooihteszale for each of
four separate sets of criterignquiry; practice, experimentation and revisigmmaterials, processes and ideaand2-D
skills. Review the rubridor details on the criteria associated with each point on the scale.

Sample 1 Sample 5
Sample 2 Sample 6
Sample 3 Sample 7
Sample 4 Sample 8



https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-art-and-design-portfolio-scoring-rubrics.pdf?course=ap-2-d-art-and-design

Sample 1

“To be black is to wake up in the morning
knowing that society will always look

down upon you but keeping your head up
anyway because you know you come from
greatness. Being black especially in
America means that you have to work hard
to let yourself be known because nothing
in this life is given to us and we have

to fight to keep them from taking what we
already have. Being black in America means
living in a constant state of distrust of
the very people who swore to serve and
protect us because they have shown to always
destroy us. Being black is being taught
that we are ugly, inferior and irrelevant
in life. Being black is no disgrace, but
they will never admit it to our face.”

- Kaaden Roath




“You could never walk in the soles of

my shoes because they do not exist. Those
who fear me are startled by my piercing
opinions. The title ‘Black Conservative'

is impossible to comprehend. I cannot be
placed in a box that holds the majority

of the black community. My crown is much too
heavy. Because my people were Kings and
Queens, not slaves."

- Simone Hunter




“Being black to me is seeing the beauty
in a world that expresses hatred for a
community. Living a hard knock life but
still being able to create art naturally.
It's being gifted in many ways but also
having a street smart naturally. Being
black is understanding a struggle and a
revival in a hurt people. That's what
being black is to me.”

- Regi Porter




“To be black means that I have to have a lot

of strength. In this time and age, the color

of my skin determines everything. It's like
walking on eggshells, careful not to say or do
the wrong things., It means that I must remember
what my ancestors went through., and build off

of that to become someone that they would be proud
of ., Being black means that I am put in an
underrated category, that I'm expected to stay in
or break through. A black person like me is
expected to explain everything, their hair, their
culture, anything that makes them who they are.
To be black means that I can exceed the
stereotypes against me. Being black means that I
can be proud of who I am, even when everyone else
around me isn't. It is a type of pride that so
few people will know about.”

- Jamaika Elliott







10

11

“For me, being black means having a level

of majority others do not. We are taught in
this world to always hope for the best but
always expect the worst. For me, T taught
myself to never be ignorant, even if it is
full of bliss. I know that my grandma is
somewhere ready to pop me if I make myself
look bad with ignorance. Being black has
taught me that everyone wants to be black
until it's time to be black. Wanting to be the
people with rythm and style, but never the
ones that get profiled every which way that
they turn. With them thinking you need to
fight the urge to steal because in their minds
we all grow up in the ‘ghettos.’” Early in
life, I didn't want to be black. 1 thought to
be beautiful I had to have long hair and pale
skin, but that changed later in life when I
forced myself to accept who I am and the world
that T live in. Even if the place I live in
doesn't accept my uniqueness as a young, black
and talented being, I know that I am one of a
kind. Black is beautiful. Black is art. Black is
wisdom. Black is ME."

- Anali Blue
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14

“To be black can mean so many things. Most

of all, it is understanding your roots and
standing firm in your truth. Black is excellent.
To be hlack is knowing you have the ability

to conquer any obstacle that may come your

way. Black is the race that I am proud to be.
The black race is a symbol of Freedom, Justice
and Culture. Being black comes with having to
face the good, bad and ugly. We are unique,
powerful and unstoppable as a whole. To be black
comes with a strong sense of family and
sacredness. We are all capable and intelligent.
Lastly, my black is beautiful.”

- Isaiah Taylor
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Studentwritten evidence:

The central idea of m8ustained Investigatiosurrounds thequestion: "What does it mean to be black?" To answer this
guestion, | asked my subjects to write me a paragraph about what it means specifically to them to be black. | also aske
them each to give me three words describing how they wish to be portraytisiproject.

The work in myBustained Investigatioexplores the idea o#hat it means to be bla¢lby providing direct answers to

the question while still leaving a substantial amount to interpretationmages 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, and 13, | provide dire
accounts of what it means to them to be black. On the other handges 2, 4, 6, 9, 12 and 15 are created to specifically
portray the three words that they provided me. For example, Jamaika told me she wanted to be portrayed as strong. In
image9, ste is facing directly towards the camera in a regal way that displays power and strength.

Scoring Commentary

Row Alnquiry ¢ Score:3

Written evidencedentifiesan inquiry thatguidesthe sustained investigation.
AND

Visual evidencdemonstratesthe sustained investigation
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direct answers to the question while still leaving a substantial amount to interpret@tion ¢ KS a i dz §
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investigation, and it links the conceptual and visual inquiry: aspects of the work were determined by the answers and
guidance thatthe.Jr NI A OA LI yia 2FFSNBRIZ YI{1{Ay3d GKSY O2fftl 02N} (2
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are images created according to thegtest of the participants.

Row BPractice, Experimentation, RevisianScore:3

Visual evidence of practice, experimentatiBiNDrevisiondemonstrates developmenof the sustained investigation.
AND

Written evidencealescribeshow the sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experiment@iRrevision.

The nature of dual approaches in this investigation provides immediate evidence of practice, experimentation, and
revision. Each figure is depicted twice, revealingegixpentation with the number of ways in which a subject might be
presented. Within the set format of creating a body of portiaétsed work, the student has left ample room for ongoing
practice and revision with a small set of photographic techniquesa@aabi Some photos are clegps, some are full

body; some are shot inside, some out; some are at night, some during the day. The student adjusted their technique ar
approach in response to the particular conditions of the portrait. In one series, therstacdperiments with using black

and white photography juxtaposed against black text on a white ground. In the other set of portraits, the figures are the
sole focus and are seen in full coldhe range of choices reflects student practice, experimentatmd revision, but

these choices continuously reflect the spirit and intent of the work as a whole, rather than an interest in variety for its
own sake.

Row CMaterials, Processes, Idea@sScore:3
Visual relationshipsamong materials processeANDideas areclearly evidentand demonstrate synthesis




Emotional or symbolic portraiture is a common theme of investigation in AP portfolios. In this particularly successful
example, the student seamlessly merges material, process, and idea by drawirigroration from interviews to
directly inform the decisions that were made in how the subject would be visually represented

Interviewing people before the photography session is a wise means for the photographer to know what they need to
portray, and intuding the answers as documentary evidence of the process is a compelling presentation. The student
wisely alternates the layouts within the portfolio in a way that guides the viewer through the body of work.

The text is perfectly placed with the photothie speaker that can usually only imply their feelings of being black.
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standing casually against a wall, peering off into the distance, botage9, she stares intensely at the viewer. When
conveying theirdecisioN I { Ay 3 gAGKAY (GKS NBOAAA2Yy A afestobelpddRaged O & |
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process of choosing certain postures, facial expressions, and settings, the student reinforces thetltkehsart of

this project, showing the dichotomies of both strength and fear, of distrust and pride, of persistence and freedom, of
talent and intelligence.

Row D2-D Skills¢ Score:3
Visual evidence a@food and advance@-D skills.

Visual evidence of good and advanceD 2kills are seen throughout the images. Figgnaund relationships are

explored within the photos as well as placing them next to the printed word on the page. The minimalism of the simple
linear text plays againshe complexity of shapes, layers, space and colors of the figurative image. Balance is created
with symmetry inmages5 and 8, and asymmetry in the others. Color and value contrast successfully bridge the
spectrum between the subtldrfagel) and thebold (mages 4 and 6.) These choices help convey concept as well as
provide both unity and variety within the imagery.


























































































































































































