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AP® Macroeconomics 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Short 5 points
A State that the real GDP in 2021 was equal to the nominal GDP in 2021 and explain that 1 point
Point 1 because 2021 is the base year, no price level changes have occurred, and real values
always equal nominal values in the base year.
B Calculate the real GDP in Middleland in 2022 as $1,190 and show your work. 1 point
Point 2 Real GDP = ($11 x 50) + ($4 x 70) + ($12 x 30) = $1,190
C Draw a correctly labeled aggregate demand—aggregate supply graph that shows PL; and 1 point
Point3 Y:atthe intersection of the aggregate demand (AD) and short-run aggregate supply
(SRAS) curves.
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Point4 The graph must show a vertical long-run aggregate supply (LRAS) curve to the left of Y, 1 point
and label the full-employment output as Y.
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D Calculate the minimum change in government spending as a decrease of $8 and show 1 point
Point5 Yyour work.
Output Ga $1,150 — $1,190 —$40
Min Change = - P p — = ( ) = = —$8
Spending Multiplier 1 5
(1-10.8)
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Q3 Sample A Page 1 of 1

Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3 ¢
that corresponds to the question you O O @
are answering on this page.
Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page.
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Use a pencil or pen with black or dark blue ink. Do NOT write your name, Do NOT write outside the box.
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Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3

that corresponds to the question you O O -
are answering on this page.

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page.
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Use a pencil or pen with black or dark biue ink. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.
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Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3

that corresponds to the question you @) O »
are answering on this page.

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page.
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Page 4
Use a pencil or pen with black or dark blue ink. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.
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AP MACROECONOMICS 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 3
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview
NEW for 2025: The question overviews can be found in the Chief Reader Report on Student Responses on
AP Central.
Sample: 3A

Score: 5

Part A: The response earned point 1 for stating that the “real GDP in 2021 was equal to the nominal GDP”
in 2021 and explaining that “[s]ince 2021 is the base year, there is no inflation to adjust for, and the real
GDP is equal to the nominal GDP.”

Part B: The response earned point 2 for calculating the real GDP as $1,190 and showing the work.

Part C: The response earned point 3 for drawing a correctly labeled aggregate demand-aggregate supply
graph showing PL; and Y at the intersection of AD and SRAS. The response earned point 4 for showing a
vertical LRAS curve to the left of Y; and labeling the full-employment output as Yr.

Part D: The response earned point 5 for calculating the minimum change in government spending as a
decrease of $8 and showing the work.

Sample: 3B
Score: 4

Part A: The response earned point 1 for stating that the real GDP in 2021 was equal to the nominal GDP
in 2021 and explaining that “the prices are the same as 2021 is also used as the base year, the real and
nominal GDP are equal to one another.”

Part B: The response earned point 2 for calculating the real GDP as $1,190 and showing the work.

Part C: The response earned point 3 for drawing a correctly labeled aggregate demand-aggregate supply
graph showing PL; and Y; at the intersection of AD and SRAS. The response earned point 4 for showing a
vertical LRAS curve to the left of Y; and labeling the full-employment output as Yr.

Part D: The response did not earn point 5 because it calculates the minimum change in government
spending as a decrease of $200.

© 2025 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.


https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses

AP MACROECONOMICS 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 3 (continued)

Sample: 3C
Score: 2

Part A: The response did not earn point 1 because it states that the real GDP was less than the
nominal GDP.

Part B: The response earned point 2 for calculating the real GDP as $1,190 and showing the work.

Part C: The response earned point 3 for drawing a correctly labeled aggregate demand-aggregate supply
graph showing PL; and Y; at the intersection of AD and SRAS. The response did not earn point 4 because
the LRAS curve is drawn to the right of Y;.

Part D: The response did not earn point 5 because it calculates the minimum change in government
spending as an increase of $200.
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