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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Perspective Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

excellence in

presentational speaking

and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

® Presentation addresses

prompt only minimally

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

Presentation addresses
almost all aspects of
prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including explanation of
view or perspective

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of
view or perspective

results in very fragmented
language

results in fragmented
language

simple structures

5 detail or elaboration
L—_l Lacks organization and Scattered information Portions may lack Generally organized and ¢ Well organized and Well organized and
: coherence generally lacks organization or coherence; coherent; use of coherent, with a coherent, with a clear
= organization and infrequent use of transitional elements and progression of ideas that is progression of ideas; use of
8 coherence; minimal or no transitional elements and cohesive devices may be generally clear; some use appropriate transitional
4 use of transitional cohesive devices inconsistent of transitional elements elements and cohesive
2 elements and cohesive and cohesive devices devices
= devices
Cultural information Cultural information has Cultural information may Generally correct cultural * Minimal errors in cultural Cultural information is
almost entirely inaccurate frequent or significant have several inaccuracies information with some information accurate and detailed
or missing inaccuracies inaccuracies
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural flow Strained or unnatural flow ¢ Generally exhibits ease of Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes with frequently interferes with of expression sometimes of expression does not expression expression
comprehensibility comprehensibility interferes with interfere with
comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace marked Generally consistent pace ¢ Smooth pace with Natural pace with minimal
repetition repetition by some hesitation or with some unnatural occasional hesitation or hesitation or repetition
E repetition hesitation or repetition repetition, which does not
g distract from the message
E Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation do ¢ Infrequent or insignificant Pronunciation virtually
[a] pronunciation necessitate pronunciation necessitate sometimes necessitate not necessitate special errors in pronunciation error free
intense listener effort constant listener effort special listener effort listener effort
Constant use of register Frequent use of register Use of register and style May include several lapses ¢ Consistent use of register Consistent use of register
and style inappropriate to and style inappropriate to appropriate to situation is in otherwise consistent use and style appropriate to and style appropriate to
situation situation inconsistent or includes of register and style situation except for situation
many errors appropriate to situation occasional lapses
Insufficient, inappropriate Insufficient, inappropriate Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited * Variety of vocabulary and Rich vocabulary and idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms idioms, with sporadic
w constantly interfere with frequently interfere with interfere with errors
8 comprehensibility comprehensibility comprehensibility
w Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical and Appropriate use of e Appropriate use of Variety of appropriate
2 grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic syntactic structures grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic
8 structures significantly structures frequently sometimes interfere with structures, but with several structures, with sporadic structures, with minimal or
2 interferes with interferes with comprehensibility errors in complex errors in complex no errors
5 comprehensibility or comprehensibility or structures or limited to structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt
o Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2025 College Board



AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. In
the transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The question overviews can be found in the “Chief Reader Report on Student Responses”
on AP Central.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

SN, HROAR—=VZONWTEREL LET, F I3 HERTT, FERKIFAARTETHLARDLH
HAR—=IEEHNET, 2o b— KR, FRT, < SADAE—IL, FEk—, ERTZx 5 LA
WET, FAET=ATT, T=AREFICTELIARZNEEDRTWET, 2o&—, FIC
IIEETT, 2oL, HROFER TERBIIRERBREL LSO TOVET, FFIZ., REBHV 7,
Zo b, FHUZIIEETT, 2o&, KT, BROFEFVZ LS LTWDHAR—YELEHNnET,
ROFEFEIZVDN L, RERT E CHEERAR—YZEEVET, FHITIE, 2o &—. BAANTE,
HARNZ, E<HEBLTWDZ 9 T, Bl EREEWL, W, 1L, 2EgEEf -7

D, Zobk—, IV EZAITE, 1To12b, 1T& o, To7b, HURELTWET, #iamé L
T, BAROAR =T THEBL LANERNET, Ko, kL L TAHALLWTT, ROERE L

T, BT OREDOTZDIZ, ETHRFERIEEEEVET, BT NTHYREH TN
£9, UETT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation directly addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. This
response discusses baseball, tennis, physical education, physical exercise, and walking (i.e., #EK; 7
= Z; {55 ; {A#; §5). The response displays cultural knowledge (e.g., ##8CT. 72< SADEfE—
(%, BpEk—, WERTE DL BWET; AAROFR THRBIIRERREL LSO THET, FFlZ, K&
MW FET; HRNTE. . BEREENL, K@K, 13, REEEEE-720, 2o&—, X<V
EZAIATE, T2, 1T& 2o, T2l b, A L TWE 7). The response ends with a remark
about what aspect of the Japanese culture the student likes (i.e., EAD AR — 3 THBH LA
ERWET, FRZ, BEKE L THATEWTT, RROER E LT, REIIEFY OEEDT-HIZ, & TH
KE7pZ 72 & BuvE9). It is well organized, utilizing consistent transitional elements (i.e., 55 —IZ
;T BT U BB SR & L Q). The pace is natural, and the pronunciation
is virtually error free. This response uses register and style appropriate to the situation. It also
contains rich vocabulary and idioms (e.g., /- %F; B2, A HHES; ©EREIZ U \)Y). It demonstrates the use
of a variety of appropriate syntactic structures (i.e., B KD THREBIIRFRRELLSb 0 E
T3ROSV L, KRBT E THEERAR =YL BNE T KEITEST D OEEDOT-DIZ, &
THKRFARZ L7728 B 4) with minimal error (e.g., #il 21X, ERAEEW L, 200, (X, @k
Raflio/o, Zobk—, IKIEWEZAITE, 1To7b, 1T& o, 1To7cb, BEELTWWET).

© 2025 College Board.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

BT, ARITARDAR=VIZONWTEFELET, oL, —FH. 1L, 2o &, EHIHZTT,
EHRIFKCTHEHTHOHTT, EHRT, Zo&, RTA—LEHWVWT A — AT —40%
TLET, “FHIZRYPR—LTT, Ry PR—IFERDAR—Y N, TF, Ky IR—LT,
Zo&, ZOHDT 4 —ALT, o2&, A=, . VWA, VWA, [cough] ahem, =FH L3 T T,
WL, Khrefresh 52, TEx52& T, IHTARNLyFT5, &, breathing exercise %
TEMTEET, WU, WA, EFERIFEFERTT, HFERIZALANS T, A4 7% wait AKDAR—Y T
T, o&—, BTNV A RY Y —XT, BARANOHPE, APERE, B0ndH, WO ET, WO E
T, ERIT. FEETT, M. BALSLDOAR—Y T, MEX. LAV DL TT, BORK
X, BART, BB KRYDOB 2TV EBNWET, o&, DLET, BRTAR—YDEEKRTLE, &
DREHS T NE L,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
response addresses almost all aspects of the prompt and discusses athletic day, dodgeball, yoga,
baseball, and sumo (e.g., EFE; K VR —/b; 34, BFEK; FH#%). The response ends with a remark
about what aspect of Japanese culture the student likes (i.e., FADEAEIX., HART, KN KUDOE 21X
VWU E LUy E 90). The use of transitional elements is consistent (e, —&H. 1¥; FBHIE;, =FBIL;
MU H1X; £ 1%). The response demonstrates cultural knowledge (e.q., SEE) 2 1L ClEEIT 5 DA
T9, EHET, 22&, RT4—2EHWT 4 —ALTHE S —2%2F LET; BEKIZTHANS T,
H4 7 wait NGRDAKR—YTY, ob—, oo VoA Ry —XT, BARAOH, FFERA.
NDWNDE, WO EF WO E97 FHEEE., BANSDOAR— T3, HEEL, VAV TZDZ L TY).
The pace is consistent, with occasional hesitation or repetition that does not interfere with
comprehensibility (e.g., U, WH. DU HIZEEKTT). This response exhibits insignificant errors
in pronunciation that do not necessitate special listener effort (i.e., 7 -+ — 2\). The use of vocabulary
is appropriate, except for words that are expressed in English (i.e., refresh; breathing exercise). The
presentation has appropriate use of complex structures, with some sporadic errors that do not
significantly impede comprehensibility (i.e., ¥ # CA h L v F 35, & . breathing exercise % Z & 7%
T E1; BERITAARNS T, A4 7% wait AR D AR —>T7). This response would have earned a
higher score had it exhibited the correct use of vocabulary and grammatical patterns to express the
five aspects and student’s views and opinions, less hesitation, an avoidance of English
pronunciation for katakana words (i.e., 7 4 — ), and less reliance on English words (i.e., refresh
and breathing exercise).

© 2025 College Board.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

ahem ahem Z A2 513 [name of candidate] T3, E9FLALL, HAGEARAR—=YN, X, =0OL
—VTT D, no, ZOLWTY, uh ZNnHHAAN, < SARAR—YIL - + AR —Y (X athletic,
athletic \W o L X 21T A®OW, 72 & 21X, AAR—>_ help help [giggle] [long pause] ahem ahem 7%
<—¢, Eb7EbE—. A, AlE, AR—=2IE, 29 2 A—1F, KL -« T, [sighl 6
—, AR—F—

Commentary
This response demonstrates a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural
knowledge. It addresses the prompt only minimally. This response mentions sports being fun (i.e., H
FEAR—Y N, 1L, 72O L—U\TT 0, no, 72D LW T9), but lacks organization and coherence.
The response contains labored expressions that consistently interfere with comprehensibility (e.g.,
FNmbHARN, 72 SAAR—VF « « AR —[Z athletic, athletic \V o L X 5 IFADV, 72& %
IX. A7AR—). Itis also marked by constant hesitation (e.g., ZiL 6 HAN, 72< SAAR—Y
L+« A —71% athletic, athletic \ > L X 9 IFADW; 72 & 21X, AR —. help help [giggle] [long
pause] ahem ahem /&< — &, EH7EHE— AL AL, AR—=VIE, T 2AI—1F, FKE - -
T, [sigh] Z#LHH—. AR —>7(%X—) and repetition (i.e., A 74~—7). Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary consistently interferes with comprehensibility (i.e., H A<GE A 78—V ; athletic). Limited
control of syntactic structures interferes with comprehensibility and results in fragmented language
(e.g., 7= & 21X, A& —> help help [giggle] [long pause] ahem ahem E< —& ., ¢ H7EH & —,
Ay ANIFE, AR—=21F, 29 ZAC—1F, KL+ - T9). This response would have earned a
higher score had it exhibited the correct use of vocabulary and grammatical patterns correctly to
express the five aspects and student’s views and opinions, a smoother pace, less hesitation, and less
reliance on English words (i.e., athletic).
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