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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Conversation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

excellence in

interpersonal speaking

in interpersonal speaking

Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

with comprehensibility
or results in very
fragmented language

with comprehensibility
or results in
fragmented language

with comprehensibility

in complex structures
or limited to simple
structures

errors in complex
structures

5 minimally or marginally prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
% E an appropriate but basic but appropriate an appropriate thorough and very thorough and
|<£ o incomplete answer answer response appropriate response; appropriate response;
g may include includes elaboration
o elaboration and detail and detail
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural Strained or unnatural Generally exhibits ease o Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes frequently interferes flow of expression flow of expression does of expression expression
with comprehensibility with comprehensibility sometimes interferes not interfere with
with comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace Generally consistent Smooth pace with e Natural pace with
repetition repetition marked by some pace with some occasional hesitation or minimal hesitation or
hesitation or repetition unnatural hesitation or repetition, which does repetition
repetition not distract from the
E message
% Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation Infrequent or e Pronunciation virtually
g pronunciation pronunciation sometimes necessitate do not necessitate insignificant errors in error free
necessitate intense necessitate constant special listener effort special listener effort pronunciation
listener effort listener effort
Constant use of Frequent use of Use of register and May include several Consistent use of e Consistent use of
register and style register and style style appropriate to lapses in otherwise register and style register and style
inappropriate to inappropriate to situation is inconsistent consistent use of appropriate to appropriate to
situation situation or includes many errors register and style situation except for situation
appropriate to occasional lapses
situation
Insufficient, Insufficient, Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary e Rich vocabulary and
inappropriate inappropriate vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms and idioms, with idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms interfere with sporadic errors
o constantly interfere frequently interfere comprehensibility
g with comprehensibility with comprehensibility
5 Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical Appropriate use of Appropriate use of e Excellent use of
g grammatical and grammatical and and syntactic grammatical and grammatical and grammar and syntax,
g syntactic structures syntactic structures structures syntactic structures, syntactic structures, with minimal or no
< significantly interferes frequently interferes sometimes interfere but with several errors with sporadic errors
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

o Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. In
the transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The question overviews can be found in the “Chief Reader Report on Student Responses”
on AP Central.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
HPF S A, ZAEHiT— 1TV, #loT7vian, ETHILLLIT, D5, B RoTIEAL LI,
THEHEATLE, HDO, BL<FHFoTWE LD, KAYITES 2> T, HLIRZSWEHA,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a very thorough,
appropriate response (i.e., FiO 7 v > =23, & THIL L < 0), including elaboration and detail by
apologizing for being late (i.e., < 72> TITA LT, THEHATLL, RYIZELS > T, HLIRD
S EH A) and expressing concern for the interlocutor (i.e., £ < £f-> TV F L722>). Expression is
naturally flowing with minimal hesitation. Pronunciation is virtually error free with no fillers, and the
register and style are appropriate to the situation. Somewhat unnatural expressions such as | L <
C, which should be Z A T\, do not interfere with comprehensibility. The response contains
excellent use of grammar, including humble style (i.e., i LR Z & FE+ A) and a compound
expression (i.e., < 72> T, 1FA LI, THEHATLE).
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
ZH TR, L SAVERHDELIETE, H—, REKE-Th, HOH>—, Zhleh—, HOD
I—, ZO, BERO, M, X, BHLLANTT I,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (i.e., 72 < SAHEXZH Y FL7=F E, b—, KELKE-721)
with additional information regarding the location of the part time job (i.e., Z ®. S D, {HEE,
X, BH LAV TT4). The pace is generally consistent with some unnatural pauses (e.g., repeated
useof HD H; Z D, BEHEO, {#EMEE. 1T) that do not interfere with the message. Despite a lapse
(i.e., KLFK7Z - 7-1), register and style are otherwise consistent. Vocabulary and grammatical and
syntactic structure use are generally appropriate but limited (e.g., 23 ¥ £ L7z; KL KRZ-72).
This response would have earned a higher score had it provided elaboration and detail and included
more complex grammatical structures and a greater variety of vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Bl Hr>T80E—T, v, ER— HobYVETk, THh—, BHB—+ + 2o L— H}T—- -
X0, FE Lo,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally with a greeting (i.e., 33i% & 9 Z &\ % —7") and a mention of a car (i.e., #A3), but the
response is incomplete since it is not clear how liking cars is related to the rush hour. Labored
expressions, frequent hesitations and repetition (e.g., #H/3— + « x> &—, H.¥—), and an error in
pronunciation (i.e., & ¥ %9 k) interfere with comprehensibility. Register and style are not
consistently appropriate to the situation (e.g., » 9V £3 k; 9% U< 72\"). In addition, limited
vocabulary and grammar control (e.g., #/3— - - X ¥ ) frequently interfere with comprehensibility.
This response would have earned a higher score if it had addressed the prompt more directly and
thoroughly and demonstrated a better control of language.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

FUNTNERR D BRELE N KRIFEZ 725720 T, 2o—&, Lo —W%E LIz, DT, 2o&—, ZO7T
WA "N LTzWTT, 2—ok, ZLT, 2, 20—, H, LZATVWEKIDBHDLDT, 25
L. D EEWET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
with a very thorough, appropriate response that cites multiple reasons (i.e., /NFRE D> & JFE B3 Kb &=
2ol o & —WE L2V WNZER DS B). The flow is smooth and natural, with only minimal
hesitation while searching for words (e.g., Z. Z®—., &. & Z A T). Several filled pauses (e.g., X
- — &) are in Japanese and sound natural. Pronunciation is excellent, and the use of formal register
is consistent and appropriate (~T73; ~ & v F 7). The response includes relatively rich
vocabulary (e.g., #f7%; 284), although Z2% is not the best word choice here (/& would be more
appropriate). There are no grammatical errors.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
TV, TANRAL RZELIEWTT, 731 M, B340, ummtskum 0 4, LT, H—., #
LWAZENWTWS, TEET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response by giving two reasons (i.e., 3473, umm tskum » Y F3; ¥
LWAZZWTWA, Tx £ 9). The pace is generally consistent, with one example of unnatural
hesitation (i.e., 3473, umm tsk um % ¥ ¥ 7). Pronunciation is good, and the use of register is
accurate and consistent (e.g., L72\\T79; &V 97, TX £ 7). Vocabulary is relatively limited (e.g.,
F54:73, umm tsk um & Y F 7, which seems to imply 54234 & 2 ¥ 7). Grammatical structures are
mostly simple, but one attempt at a more complex structure is inaccurate but comprehensible (e.g.,
HLWAZEWTWS, T& F7 should be # L AiZ£ 2 £9°). The response would have earned a
higher score had it demonstrated a greater variety of vocabulary and better control of more complex
grammatical structures.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
b, H. b, H. 2oL —, AOFAIZ, DT, 9—A, Ho, Hrobt— &b, BE&EN—
[inhaling] & >— & —. 2—r, O\ TT,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt and attempts to provide an appropriate answer: the speaker is a student and thus uses (and
needs) money (i.e., . ¥4:73—). However, because of a lack of control over grammar and
vocabulary, the meaning is not entirely clear. Labored expression and many hesitations (e.g., » &.
»H. . &». z - &—)interfere with comprehensibility. The vocabulary is very limited (e.g., content
words are limited to 4, %24, 34, and what may be an attempt at f# 9 ). The response demonstrates
a lack of control of grammatical structures (e.g., FA® =4 1L, @ T may mean FAITFAER D T; BN
—I[inhaling] & >—& —. 21, 27\ T may mean F4: %\ F 7)), resulting in fragmented
language. This response would have earned a higher score had the delivery, vocabulary, and
grammar not frequently interfered with comprehensibility.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Z—. KL, 725, BEHERNIC —FBEBRRZH Y £, 2o&, AODRBELEORETEATLE DD
ST, 2. ZHUTEIRH T, 2o &, MBI TONEERSH Y 77,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
thoroughly and appropriately, including elaboration and detail about what part of Japanese history
interests the student most (i.e., FAl%, 7=5A . BHAHETIC —FHENH Y £3, 2o &, BOORERL
DIFETHATEZ L 233 - ) and a specific example with a reason (e.g., THIE E H - T; NE
Mo T=OBEN B Y F 7). The flow of expression is natural and easily understood (e.g., “FA 7 Z &
MNd - T; ZiuZ). Pronunciation is virtually error free with few fillers (e.g., X - &) and consistent
use of register and style. The response demonstrates use of rich vocabulary (e.g., F31G#EHT; BLk) and
excellent grammar, with a single error (e.g., ) > 72D D).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
2ok, JLFRNKRLGFETT, H—, 2o&, MELIDLLWE, ETHBHLANWI ETT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (i.e., L7 K23 K4 = T97). The unnatural flow of expression
(e, BFFHEL ZTHWE, ETHEDH LAV & TF) does not interfere with comprehensibility. The
pace is generally consistent with some unnatural hesitation (e.g., x - &), but this does not interfere
with comprehensibility. The use of historical terms (e.g., /L7 F¢X; i+ #) demonstrates
understanding of Japanese history, but the response uses those terms in simple structures.
Grammatical and syntactic structures are generally appropriate with some errors (e.g.,, & THEH L
AUNZ & T7) that do not interfere with comprehensibility. This response would have earned a
higher score had it demonstrated appropriate use of grammar and more complex structures.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
[silence] 4 & C—3, 77— rD, b, HARFE, &F&, B+ -2, 4fZ - - T—FFb

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt with an appropriate but incomplete answer (i.e., 7— F®; A ARZE, &, FL« -1, #F

& « « 7— I %). Labored expression interferes with comprehensibility (e.g., fA « + {2, HFX + « 7T —
I %). The inappropriate, limited use of vocabulary frequently interferes with comprehensibility (e.g.,
HAGE, 7— b; = - - 77— I). Limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures is
evidenced by the absence of particles and incorrect word order, which frequently results in
fragmented language (e.g., & T—9, 7— ;A &, &FZ - + 7— ). This response would
have earned a higher score had it directly addressed the prompt.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
2ok, L, Zo—&, FHIZ, um BGRZIZH o EIE LW G, 24 um lHRIZ S - LRI 2
HoHE, um 4 EREH um — RV WL EBWET, Sl o, B

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
thoroughly and appropriately (i.e., 1:## H um —#fiZv vy & FvyE 99), including elaboration and
detail by stating reasons (e.g., ik 1D X - &0 LA 5). It flows naturally and is easily
understood, with a natural pace and minimal hesitation. Pronunciation is virtually error free with few
fillers. The register and style are appropriate to the situation and use rich vocabulary (e.g., *% H; fGi%
% ; NRFF[H). Grammar use is excellent (e.g., %47 T8 H um —EFRE XV & B FE ).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
BH, W2, TY, TH, KEHIZRAIEZ, & THILLWTT, TH, BH, W TT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (i.e., /& H.  \»C7). The unnatural flow of expression does
not interfere with comprehensibility. The pace is generally consistent with some hesitation (pauses).
The grammar and syntax are appropriate, but they are limited to simple structures (e.g., f&£ H.
7. T3, TH, #H. W\ TT, ). This response would have earned a higher score had it
included elaboration using more complex syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Xo—-+ b lF—- ., 0oL, BkH—IT, 2ok — AL—+ L, 4H, A, 40D
5 F M5 ET

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally with an appropriate but incomplete answer (i.e., E{k~—Ii%, z > & —), and some of the
response is not comprehensible (e.g., A<— =+ « L, 4 A, 2A, 4 A5 52/ 5 % T). Labored
expressions and hesitations interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., 4 H 725 5172725 £ ), as do
insufficient vocabulary and idioms (e.g., 5 (7-2). Limited control of language frequently interferes
with comprehensibility. This response would have earned a higher score had it more clearly
articulated a starting time.
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