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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Question 2: Compare and Contrast Article 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

excellence in
presentational writing

in presentational writing

Article addresses prompt
only minimally

Article addresses topic
only marginally or
addresses only some

Article addresses topic
directly but may not
address all aspects of

Article addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including expression of

Article addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including expression of

Article addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,

results in very fragmented
language

results in fragmented
language

simple structures

g aspects of prompt prompt preference and reasoning, preference and reasoning including expression of
E but may lack detail or preference and reasoning
= elaboration
= Lacks organization and Scattered information Portions may lack Generally organized and Well organized and e Well organized and
8 coherence generally lacks organization or coherent; use of coherent, with a coherent, with a clear
~ organization and coherence; infrequent use transitional elements and progression of ideas that progression of ideas; use
2 coherence; minimal or no of transitional elements cohesive devices may be is generally clear; some of appropriate transitional
L use of transitional and cohesive devices inconsistent use of transitional elements and cohesive
elements and cohesive elements and cohesive devices
devices devices
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural flow Strained or unnatural flow Generally exhibits ease of e Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes with frequently interferes with of expression sometimes of expression does not expression expression
comprehensibility comprehensibility interferes with interfere with
comprehensibility comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and Infrequent or insignificant e Orthography and
mechanics very frequent mechanics frequent or mechanics may be mechanics do not errors in orthography and mechanics virtually error
> or significantly interfere interfere with readability frequent or interfere with interfere with readability mechanics free
E with readability readability
; Minimal use of kanji Frequent mistakes in use May include frequent May include several Occasional mistakes inuse e Virtually no mistakes in
g according to AP Japanese of kanji according to AP mistakes in use of kanji mistakes in use of kanji of kanji according to AP use of kanji according to
kanji list Japanese kanji list according to AP Japanese according to AP Japanese Japanese kaniji list AP Japanese kanji list
Constant use of register Frequent use of register kanji list kanji list
and style inappropriate to and style inappropriate Use of register and style May include several lapses Consistent use of register e Consistent use of register
situation to situation appropriate to situation is in otherwise consistent and style appropriate to and style appropriate to
inconsistent or includes use of register and style situation except for situation
many errors appropriate to situation occasional lapses
Insufficient, inappropriate Insufficient, inappropriate Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary and e Rich vocabulary and
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms idioms, with sporadic idioms
w constantly interfere with frequently interfere with interfere with errors
g comprehensibility comprehensibility comprehensibility
w Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical and Appropriate use of Appropriate use of e Variety of appropriate
2 grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic syntactic structures grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic
8 structures significantly structures frequently sometimes interfere with structures, but with structures, with sporadic structures, with minimal
2 interferes with interferes with comprehensibility several errors in complex errors in complex or no errors
5 comprehensibility or comprehensibility or structures or limited to structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response)
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article
Sample: A

B, FAMINEFHET ZEA—NEZEDLZ LB ERTAHET, ANEFHTILEEA—NLZEDZ LTI
T EADRILZELEI ZELHVET, FIOIZ, —DHDE Z LT ATV DOTHENE

Ty A—NEIRDZEIFZASEETHo720, TEETN, AEFETZ LMo N & —FEIZR7Z1 T
X ET, HIRIE, FAMTFEKDOH T, FTHEEEL L TWDHEE, KEICA—LE2ELZLENTEET, T
b, KEE —MICETZENTEETFA, RIZ, ZOHDED ZEIFALEELTHWDHEE, o NDRK
Um0 WTT, A= &2 iEolzb, DO ANDEMB R Z 720G, DL LWEDDE LWEN
HEV MY EREA, LL, —OORLIEFAEFHETIELA—NEED I LG KESCEBREIAT]
Tha LET, FlxIX, FAIFERH -T2 6, KEICA— NV ZEDL L B REELFET Z & HRN T
XFEJT, LT, BHEZBHWEZL, ~ALRBE62FET, fhme LT, FUTA— L EZELDITINANE
TR VIFEREERNET, RS, A—AEEDLIDOILL - EERENS T,

Sample: B

b, MOANCT 7 A Z L TEMDONZEFELZ LTI a2 _ET, LI ELbEIZEHHY
9, F9. —OHDOEIZEIE, MOANICT 7 A EZ L TTEDIZEBMND S EE 2 DT DI 7=~
CEALAHEBRWET, MO AR Z L TCEDIZBERNSAEEZA7-OICRICTAERN- T2
LHEWET, ZoOHOEI ZEIE, MMOANCT 7V AZ L TEDICENRZRVWOT, =7 A7 g
CUINEIRAZ N E BN ET, DO ACEFEA L TEDICEN R Z DD T, =7 A7 L a VNfiH
R 25 EHEWET, —DDORILCZ &, MOANZTZ7 A% LTH, MOANIZEFEEZLTH, tAxe
ZEICEET R TESL EEVWET, ROBEXLE LT, MO NZEFEEZT H7201E, o NCT 7 A%
HEVHFETT, ¥R, MMONZT 7 AZT 572D LWANARELNZ ERHD £, il
DNIEFHEE L TdIZ, ECTEMIIEZD EB I ML TT,

Sample: C

FET AN DI LK CICOWTEELET, ETICERZEL T, [FEDLL o THEKEFA,
ZOHWTESTEY L NMTHEATAGNY FHA, TTHD, KROFETOLFPRERFZE LD
BonEd, o2 x21F. A1 74, RICLTAD?2?A2 iy, RAT2?A20KEHLNE Lo
EEVWETHOEZIAEEATZWREEIWET, THLZOHEWTRHE UL ERA,
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article (continued)
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

The question overviews can be found in the “Chief Reader Report on Student Responses”
on AP Central.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational writing. It thoroughly addresses all aspects
of the prompt with elaboration and details, including a detailed comparison of texting versus talking
with a person, supported by reasoning (e.g., A L7692 &I A & —FICKZIT TE£9, iz
X, FATFROB T, FTEEEZ L TWDHEKE, KEICA— NV EZEDLZENTEET, TH, KiEsE—
FICEET 2 MM TE £ AL ). Italso includes a clearly stated preference (i & L C. FAT A —1 %
EDIFIOMANEFET LIV HEIEEEWET, RERL, A—NEZEDLIOEL - EERENS T, ). It
is well organized and coherent, with a clear progression of ideas with cohesive devices and
transitional elements (e.g., ] (Z; &KIZ; LA L; £ L C; fam & L Q). It has natural, easily flowing
expressions and uses consistent register and style appropriate to the situation with no orthographic
or mechanical errors. It contains rich vocabulary and idioms (e.qg., [H/&; FHE%; #&#; {#F]) and makes
excellent use of syntactic structures with minimal error (e.g., FAFI AN EFET Z E A —NE XD Z & &L
T A %7 misses the particle &; LD A\ & —FEIZKF7Z1T T& £ 9 should be oo A & —F&E 2V D72
FTEET).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in presentational writing. It addresses all aspects of the
prompt, including reasoning and preference, but lacks detail or elaboration (e.g., —>®D[F U Z & i,
MONCT 7 A% L TH, MOANCEHEEZ L TH, xRl LIZFETNRTE 5 EEVWET, ). The
response is generally organized and coherent, but use of transitional devices may be inconsistent
(e.g., 2t b; —oH; ZoH; A0 2 & L Q). There is strained flow of expression, but it does not
interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., i NIZT 7 2% L CHOIZERNH D & 2 5 T2 DIZRFE M
T EAHDERNET; MO NCEFHEZ L TEDICENAZADT, =7 A7 Ly a URHHEIZE X
BHERWET O NCEFEETH20IE, MO AT 7 A% 95 L Y if& T7). There is an error in
orthography which does not interfere with comprehensibility (i.e., 72 X). The use of register is
consistent, but it uses inappropriate, limited vocabulary (e.g., i N2 EEEE T 5 72D1%, o Az
should be FENZREEZ T 5720 1E%F D AI2) in this context. This response has appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic structures, but with several errors in complex structures (e.g., L ANIZT
I A% LTCTOIEMNS D LB XD 7-9IC should be FEAMAT AR X 72 W\ Ak 72 2 LIZEET AT
X% shouldbe (A% 72 Z ENFET Z ENTE D, MO NIZEFEEZ LTIl METEMIZEZS EE
9 75 CT9 should be FEZFHFEZ T D RFICHHICERIZE A5 Z N TE 52006 T9). This
response would have earned a higher score if it included more accurate grammar to fully illustrate
the points being made.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests lack of competence in presentational writing. It addresses the topic only
marginally, with scattered information lacking in coherence, making the points of comparison
difficult to identify (e.g., => & 21X, A1 :*4, RICLTAD2” N2 fifh, 72A T2 N2 DXFF
LN ro L EWETHOEIAEEATZ W EE S5 WET, ). Labored expressions frequently
interfere with readability (e.g., #5255 L C; JfFH & b - THR EHA; KK OFET D FF). There are
also errors in orthography (e.g., > v» Tshould be 2\ C; 72> & 2 X should be 72 & 2 I1X; £ Z %
should be 33 Z %; .9\ % 9" should be £\ F 97) and frequent mistakes with respect to kanji
included in the AP Japanese kanji list (e.g., 572 ¥ should be — A\; IZ72 L should be 597 #£ = %
should be ¥ Z %). This response includes minimal use of transitional devices (e.g., 57 H DT
RUECIZOWTEHLET, ETICHERZHL T, [FDH 6o THkEH A, ), where transitional
phrases such as ¥ or ##17>5 could have been used to improve coherence. Inappropriate
vocabulary also interferes with comprehensibility (e.g., fE=Did7e L; # Z & U A 72072 A& in K
LOFTET OB Z L L& E 5 vE9 could be either £ 5 or /&1%). Limited control of
grammatical structures frequently results in fragmented language (e.g., 72> & 2. A1 : 74, 72
WCLTAD2?N2 fifh, 72AT?; {5 L b7 EHA). This response would have earned a higher
score if transitional devices were used to organize the ideas. Additionally, more consistent use of
basic grammatical structures would have improved the readability of the argument and contributed
to a higher score.
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