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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Text Chat 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

excellence in
interpersonal writing

in interpersonal writing

e Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

e Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

S minimally or marginally prompt and provides an prompt and provides a prompt and provides an prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
= E appropriate but basic but appropriate appropriate response thorough and very thorough and
fj o incomplete answer answer appropriate response; appropriate response;
g may include elaboration includes elaboration
o and detail and detail
e Labored expression e Labored expression Strained or unnatural e Strained or unnatural Generally exhibits ease ¢ Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes frequently interferes flow of expression flow of expression does of expression expression
with comprehensibility with comprehensibility sometimes interferes not interfere with
with comprehensibility comprehensibility
e Errors in orthography e Errorsin orthography Errors in orthography e Errors in orthography Infrequent or e Orthography and
> and mechanics very and mechanics frequent and mechanics may be and mechanics do not insignificant errors in mechanics virtually
[ frequent or significantly or interfere with frequent or interfere interfere with orthography and error free
% interfere with readability with readability readability mechanics
a readability
e Constant use of register e Frequent use of register Use of register and style e May include several Consistent use of ¢ Consistent use of
and style inappropriate and style inappropriate appropriate to situation lapses in otherwise register and style register and style
to situation to situation is inconsistent or consistent use of appropriate to situation appropriate to situation
includes many errors register and style except for occasional
appropriate to situation lapses
¢ Insufficient, ¢ Insufficient, Some inappropriate e Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary ¢ Rich vocabulary and
inappropriate inappropriate vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms and idioms, with idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms interfere with sporadic errors
o constantly interfere frequently interfere comprehensibility
8 with comprehensibility with comprehensibility
3 ¢ Limited control of ¢ Limited control of Errors in grammatical e Appropriate use of Appropriate use of e Excellent use of
g grammatical and grammatical and and syntactic structures grammatical and grammatical and grammar and syntax,
U] syntactic structures syntactic structures sometimes interfere syntactic structures, but syntactic structures, with minimal or no
g significantly interferes frequently interferes with comprehensibility with several errors in with sporadic errors in errors

with comprehensibility
or results in very
fragmented language

with comprehensibility
or results in fragmented
language

complex structures or
limited to simple
structures

complex structures

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “ldon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response)
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Sample: A

FAE. BARNCHE D BARSNOFLRGANAT 122 EN7eV, TN, —ERBR L CTAEWI &
HELTLE, &, BRLOLOL, BT ERE LT 5 T,

Sample: B

FUTHRIITAEL RGN MG H 5 L EBNET, B LIISBFR ENA4 T,
Sample: C

ZAHiTBEhEE LI NPdN
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

The question overviews can be found in the “Chief Reader Report on Student Responses”
on AP Central.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. The response directly addresses the
prompt with a thorough, appropriate response, providing elaboration and detail. The response
indicates a lack of direct personal experience (i.e., fHAFIZH F W HAR~DFL 725G AT T2 2 &
23 72\0)), yet displays knowledge related to the prompt and a desire for experiences related to the
topic (i.e., T, —FERER L TAHZWIZ &13E 1T L 7). It also shows an awareness of relevant
details (e.g., T L., HERBWW L, #iT E2E CNZ H TF). The delivery is natural and
incorporates easily flowing expressions (e.g., T#L\ L., HAHL WL, BT INETNZ 5 TH).
The use of orthography and mechanics are solid. This response does contain one inconsistency in
style in the first sentence (i.e., 72\ vs. TL 7= and T7). The response incorporates rich use of
vocabulary (e.g., fE ARYIZ; —FE; #&8%; BR; 11 & & UvZ 9). There are few errors in the use of
grammar and syntax (e.g., 41\ L should be &\ 72 L, and H A~DFH 4 7255771 should be H A D
B4 72550, & U< 9 is a colloquial and acceptable variant of /& U 541 9 . Although not an error
per se, & 1|11 C9 is preferred to & 1:|11 T L 7= in this context.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
referring to the variety of famous places in Japan (i.e., 54 725G An i H & 5 & HvvE97) and
provides examples (i.e., & 211,35 5F 72 £). It includes an unnatural expression, which does not
interfere with comprehensibility (i.e., {7/ & & %). Orthography and mechanics are used appropriately.
The style is consistent (e.g., /2 % 7~ and T7). The response includes appropriate but limited
vocabulary (e.g., i1 & & % ; the repetition of 44 7). The use of grammar and syntax is appropriate,
but somewhat limited (e.g., (21%; A4 72350T; & BuE 9 <°; 72 ). This response would have
earned a higher score with a greater variety of vocabulary and more complex syntax.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It attempts to address the
prompt and includes appropriate information, yet it is incomplete (i.e., B I & & X & 9 N DH).
There are errors in mechanics such as a lack of punctuation, which impedes readability (i.e., Z A{Z
Hlidks e x L 50N, The response uses hiragana for words normally written in kanji
(e.g., BEI My & x & 9H; ¥\, which also affects readability. It demonstrates insufficient control of
vocabulary (e.g., 38 & 7> for B8 &> and DD for W H ) and limited control of grammar, as
evidenced by the incomplete sentence (i.e., 5 I/ & X £ & 9 A pd). The response would have
earned a higher score with greater control of vocabulary and grammar and the correct use of
orthography.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Sample: A

BEIXFOTFTEER 70 v v TIZONTWNWETZWNWTT, 28R L, WolXWALERH Y 4005 T
9,

Sample: B

DIELBPOIRVA T AINWETWTT, 72 2L LTV
Sample: C

E—FEEbwA
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt by expressing a desire to take the friend to an intersection in Shibuya (i.e., #5372 v v > 7
{2 TV E 72UV T97). The second sentence uses a cohesive device (i.e., 7272 5~ 5 T9) to
explain why Shibuya is worth a visit (i.e., V"> IXW A EJERH Y £ 975 T7). The response
generally exhibits ease of expression, with a progression of ideas between the two sentences.
Register and style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. It contains appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic structures, except J573% ¥V £ 775 T7 would be better as JE23% 5705
C9". The demonstrative % ?® to reference the friend is very good and creates a natural flow.
However, the use of - without any information on the friend’s age may be less common than A. All
AP kanji are typed, with the exception of one word written in hiragana (i.e., \» & 72\). This response
would have earned a higher score had it included more complex syntactic structures and richer
vocabulary.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. The main body (i.e., W& 72 L
A KT AW E 720 CF) directly addresses the prompt with a basic statement about wanting to go
to a famous restaurant. However, there is an unnatural flow in the second sentence because the
initial word 7= & %13 suggests that the student will follow up by naming a specific restaurant. L i\
¥2 appears instead and its connection to restaurants is unclear. Readability is affected by an
orthography error (i.e., ¥ instead of & 9 ¥\ ) and mechanics (i.e., absence of a comma after 7= &
Z.1%), and compounded by the complete lack of kanji from the AP kanji list. The use of grammatical
structures is mostly sound, although #7- L should have been followed by topic particle (% instead of
subject particle 73. A response that clearly articulated a reason for wanting to go to a famous
restaurant would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The inclusion of a place
t—F constitutes a minimal connection to the prompt. Orthographic errors in the remainder of the
response, with a mixture of kanji, katakana, hiragana, and an English letter (i.e., [F]>* F w A), results
in very fragmented language. Both readability and comprehensibility are significantly impeded. This
response would have earned a higher score if it had provided a more direct answer to the prompt and
exhibited better control of syntactic structures.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3
Sample: A

RS BTN S T, BEOMEMEATHEFHIIE THhs 2 WWEFELEBWET, 1
T RGEICRE T W L Bk, .

Sample: B
BRERLENWILUNSHST=0 ., KBEHST2D, DAZ L OIDRHH-TZ0 15 TT,
Sample: C

BeT7 2 AF N ESTELLAWE
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate reply (i.e., 72 ¥72 &, FERAY2EF) 5 T9). The response
exhibits natural, flowing expressions following a clear, direct answer (e.qg., & DO RF23MEA TW 2T
ETHDo TV WNEFETE L BuvvE ). It is well organized, coherent, and consistently uses register and
style appropriate to the situation, including effective expressions (e.qg., ZEIZ R\ g & B E ).
Orthography and mechanics are virtually error free. The response displays rich vocabulary (e.g., i
$11) and D fF) and excellent use of syntactic structures, with only sporadic errors (i.e., FE #7255
25 9 instead of E AR AT 72035 T 7vo Z WS L FEuvE 4 instead of 720 Z W B R
WET)

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an example (i.e., 72872 6, ENWLURH STV, KBEHSTD, DAZT LI RH-TD
75 T9). It generally exhibits ease of expression, with minor orthographic errors that do not
interfere with readability (e.g., LW L; 22A X X 9238 o721 ). The response maintains a
consistent use of register and style appropriate to the situation. It demonstrates appropriate but
limited vocabulary (e.g., 4L, 2A X X 9 238 > 72 V). It shows an appropriate choice of
grammatical and syntactic structures, though it is missing the final word (i.e., A Z X 2B H-720
725 C9 should be A E X 9 WH 720 T 5025 TT). The response would have earned a higher
score if it had included more specific details about the place and made greater use of kanji.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate but incomplete answer (i.e., 7 = A F /LT & > Tk E LAV E). Errors in
orthography interfere with readability (e.g., 7 = A F /3L for 7 = A7 ¢ » /L), In addition, limited
vocabulary frequently hampers comprehensibility. The response shows limited control of
grammatical and syntactic structures, which often interferes with meaning or results in fragmented
language (e.g., unclear use of (Z & - T-it’s unclear who finds the festival fun; the sentence is also
incomplete, ending with 556 L A\ & for 8% L AU & EvyvE 97). This response would have earned
a higher score with better control of orthography and mechanics, as well as a more detailed
explanation of why the Sakura Festival is fun.

© 2025 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org



AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Sample: A

FIXEARFED 7AW TWETNDL, HARAODHEAREZAZMMLTWET, £ LT, BIRARIZ
TR LTI E RIRIZITEE L T2V L2 7-Td, FAUTAERDOALIZONWT=EHW\WE LT~

Sample: B

B, —REHEFIATS T2 ZERHLDOT, WWRITL LI BRDLNDLDTT,
Sample: C

FAMFFA=F U R hFa 7Tl T LT,
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing, as it directly addresses the prompt
by stating a visit to Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka during spring break. The response provides a thorough
and appropriate reason for familiarity with these places, such as studying Japanese and learning
about famous locations in Japan. The third and fourth sentences add meaningful detail, expressing
that the experience was a lot of fun. The writing flows naturally, with a well-organized structure and
clear progression of ideas. Cohesive devices (e.g., 7> 5 and % L ) are used effectively to connect
thoughts. While there are some errors in orthography and mechanics (e.g., #%¢ instead of # { and
#HuvE L7 instead of H v E L 72) these do not affect the overall readability of the response. The
response maintains a consistent and appropriate register throughout. Minor grammatical errors (e.g.,
using 9" Z\ instead of 9-Z < and S\ 7= instead of -5\ ) are present but do not interfere with
overall comprehensibility.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. The response directly addresses
the prompt by stating a visit to Tokyo, using the cohesive device ® T to provide reasoning. While
there is an unnatural flow in certain expressions (e.g., W\ W72 X L X 9), it does not interfere with
overall comprehensibility. An orthographic error is also present (e.g., I L X 9 instead of I L 1),
but this does not hinder readability. Additionally, the use of kana for iZ L & and #>7>% could have
been improved by using their kanji forms (i.e., %3/ and 477>%) to enhance clarity and polish. The
response maintains a consistent and appropriate register throughout the response. The vocabulary
and expressions used are appropriate for the context, though somewhat limited. Grammatical and
syntactic structures are generally correct, but there is a minor error in the adjective form (e.g., \ 72
which should be v ), but it does not impede understanding. Overall, the response is
comprehensible and on-topic, but it would have earned a higher score with more elaboration, greater
variety in vocabulary, and stronger command of grammatical forms.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The response directly
addresses the prompt with an appropriate statement that Tokyo Disneyland is fun and that is the
reason to go (i.e., FAlZFF A =T > K hF a 7id7=D L < T % T7) but provides an incomplete
answer. Its labored expression frequently interferes with comprehensibility (i.e., FAlZF A =7 > K k
X g 737D L < TL 5 7T9), while errors in orthography interfere with readability (e.g., A =5 »
K k% = 7 should be 7 + A =— > K). Additionally, insufficient vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., A =% K % a 7 should be Hi{7T 4t A=—%
VR 7D L < TL 5HTY could be 720 L) 547X £ 97). More problematic is the limited control of
grammatical and syntactic structures, which frequently interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., FAiZF
Z=F v R hFa izl L TL 5 TT couldbe FAUTHET 4 A=—F 0 RARE LN HITE £
97). Overall, the response would have earned a higher score by addressing the prompt more
completely and by demonstrating more accurate and effective control of language, including
grammar, vocabulary, and syntax.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5
Sample: A

ST NNE Y LV B o062 RX—=P D7 A ALY —EZRTISBWLWATE L ELILoJE
DIIIER D SIEVBENT TEIZIT OB KREOFH AT, L EFEOEIIToT- X,

Sample: B

BllaRoZ e BnEd, 2L, ATa2bTARY, T2 LR TEET,
Sample: C

WNEBNET, bl
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
stating an opinion (i.e., #fax\ v & B 5 X 1) with elaboration and details (i.e., 272> 7= 52 =/3—
DT A AR — N T BWLW, & LILOE Y ITIES V2 XV T Q). Delivery is natural and
easily flowing. There are no errors in the use of katakana (e.g., = =/X—%/L; ¥ —4#) and AP kanji,
except for #2417 < instead of 71217 < . Register and style are consistent and appropriate to the
situation. Rich vocabulary and idioms (e.g., & = ILUDJE V) 1%; BeW T T; s D ZEHji) are used. The
response demonstrates excellent use of grammar and syntactic structures, including a conditional
form (i.e., 77> 72 %) and a noun modifier (i.e., #2197 < DA N D Z=Hf).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response by providing an opinion (i.e., E{Z#E%Z 7.5 Z L\ & HunE
77) and a justification (i.e., # > &% L7120V, ATEHETALY, 75 LN TEET). The
unconventional use of an English word transcribed in katakana (i.e., % > %9 % for H 73 %) does
not significantly interfere with comprehensibility. AP kanji are used accurately, except for 479,
which could have been written in the kanji 7K. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to
the situation. Vocabulary is appropriate but limited (e.g., % > %9 %; #7 % & .5), but it barely
interferes with comprehensibility. The use of grammatical and syntactic structures is appropriate
(e.g,MEE D L ~T= ~7=0 35, Z LA TZ %) with some minor errors such as misuse of
particles (e.g., % /.5 Z &\ should be M4 7.5 Z & 13V, A9 % 8% 5 should be /K TH % 5).
This response would have earned a higher score had it used more complex structures with more
advanced vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. While it appears that the
response directly addresses the prompt (i.e., \ v & $ UV E F), the incomplete second sentence (i.e.,
& 7472) significantly interferes with comprehensibility. A labored expression with an orthography
error (i.e., W\ & HUETF for W & BV T0) interferes with readability, suggesting limited control
of syntactic structures. The response would have earned a higher score had it provided sufficient
information with better control of language use.
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6
Sample: A

FEIINT A A TTATHET, NTA A TOWHIZAFALBREGTIIVAFFE—F, WL, &
L. 02 02HB083H0 £, BINREIINTAAITILELLXIZ, VA FFE—F THKREET,

Sample: B
TAVAITATIDOEZFTITOHTT, s, SRTENNNETT,
Sample: C

FH5 Tt Zobli, =2 dNVICAXF a—F T —
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AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
providing at least one example of a famous place in the student’s country. Furthermore, elaboration
is provided through details about the famous places (e.g., B\ L. LWL, H0DWVWOI AN H D F
T BRI AT A AITIEFE D L XIT, VA FFE—F TKE £ 7). The response flows naturally and
expresses ideas clearly. Orthography and mechanics are virtually error free, except for N7V 1 A
instead of /N7 1; 1% % instead of /1% %. The register and style are consistent and appropriate to
the situation. The response contains rich vocabulary (e.g., \ N HIE A4 72; #E%). Excellent use of
grammar and syntax are evident, with only minimal errors (i.e., 4L\ L for 41\ 72 L). A minor
error in particles (i.e., "7 A4 A4 TT A TWET for NI A 12T A TV E ) does not interfere with
comprehensibility.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
providing at least one example of a famous place in the student’s country (e.g., 7 A U 7 T~ A 7 I
DO ETF (L T7). Strained or unnatural flow of expressions does not interfere with
comprehensibility (i.e., 9 Z X X 1L\ /H>5 T9). Errors in orthography and mechanics (e.g., £ =F; &
%) do not interfere with readability. This response contains appropriate but limited grammatical
structures (e.g., E=F1Zd D T 9 AL H 5 T). This response would have earned a
higher score with a wider variety of vocabulary, more complex grammatical structures, and greater
elaboration and detail.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The response is incomplete
because it does not clearly provide an example of a famous place in the student’s country. Labored
expression frequently interferes with comprehensibility (i.e., Z > b, =2 NV T IAX F a2 —F7
—). Errors in orthography interfere with readability (e.g., == 3/ 7 for == —3—7; AX F a2 —F
7 —for AXF 2 — « 7 « Y35 ¢ —). Itincludes insufficient vocabulary and demonstrates
limited control of language (i.e., = = /L7 |Z A ¥ F = —74 7 —). The response would have earned a
higher score if it had answered the question more directly, shown better control of orthography, and
demonstrated stronger command of language use.
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