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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests competence in Demonstrates Suggests excellence in Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses
prompt only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence; very disjointed
sentences or isolated
words

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information
generally lacks organization
and coherence; minimal or
no use of transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; fragmented
sentences

Cultural information has
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

Portions may lack
organization or coherence;
infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
disconnected sentences

Cultural information is
generally correct but has
some inaccuracies

* Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt but may
lack detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is
accurate but may lack
detail

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt

Well organized and
coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is
accurate and detailed

¢ Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail

Well organized and
coherent, with a clear
progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; well-connected
discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is
ample, accurate, and
detailed

DELIVERY

Very labored pace and
intonation, with constant
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate intense
listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Labored pace and
intonation, with frequent
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate constant
listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and
intonation, with hesitation
and repetition that
interfere with
comprehension

Errors in pronunciation
(including tones)
sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate
to situation is inconsistent
or includes many errors

Generally consistent pace
and intonation, with
intermittent hesitation and
repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including
tones), which do not
necessitate special listener
effort

May include several lapses
in otherwise consistent use
of register appropriate to
situation

Smooth pace and
intonation, with occasional
hesitation and repetition

Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including
tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Natural pace and
intonation, with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Accurate pronunciation
(including tones), with
minimal errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

LANGUAGE USE

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning; repeated
interference from another
language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with sporadic
errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e  Mere restatement of the prompt

e  Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

e Notin Mandarin Chinese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2025 College Board



AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the
transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The question overviews can be found in the “Chief Reader Report on Student Responses”
on AP Central.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

ZIMifhaod], 5 RIBIELIRNH—ATEHE b [shengd IR A &= X1+ EA£ S ik 3l [huo4dong3]:
KtkZE. Uh KZEE—zh-. . uh & —FhEES PR A[wudshu2], — & X [deid] SRR 4. Uh BAER
% i [E Z[laod] MMECK R ZE, uh EBRIH,  SE[meid][E A1 5 ()t 57 Rt m] LA 2R 2 A uh T KHZ%. Uh..
SR 2 b [beid] 5 8 Bl 1+ B 3 T uh 8K B RARATATBL uh fE AR um F 2R Z 2 NFTRIZE. 1R

% N uh AsniEd E 2 A4 SRl Rilkangd] , 7T &2 BUONFT R IRZERHBAT S A AR Z 47 4L, iEARAT
HIRK[changd]f TG, KkZE uh HERMBHIFAEEGE L. K uh. . G2 EEN, A2FRE2H
EANRIA, Uh AT OK, AT & uh 8 R BR AT KK ZE. Uh & uh #8F6 T K2 LK, uh
Rk B, uh b ) S AR AR AR e [kang4], It AR K2 —EF uh IR 2 47 4b[chu2]. Uh F 545 uh
KR EF, 91t uh o E N ) SRR AR R . 6 !

Commentary

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. The well-organized,
coherent presentation reveals a clear progression of ideas (7' [H ¥[lao4] A ZE;  EIN T uh &K
FURIRA AT LA uh 7E 2 [l um FBR 2 2 NFT R, $TRMEMMT S H IR 2454, F1RK[chang4]
HIA NG, SERABHI R AME E X ik uh B E A F 541 f& 5¢). The response continues to elaborate the
prompt by adding more information (ZERK#H, 3%[meid]E A1 5] §H7 RHA] LE FR £ A uh 3T KH2).
With the use of appropriate transitional elements and cohesive devices ({R£ A uh A%niEd [EE AN
4 B g Fi[kang4l, 1l &2 BN FTRIZE XA SR 1R 2 4F Ak, 1HBAT1T45 1R K [chang4] 1) 4 ), the
response forms a well-connected discourse of paragraph length. The response is delivered at a
natural pace and intonation with minimal hesitation. Pronunciation is accurate.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

R E NS . SHARK[qi2]. UmAHK[qgi2le —/MREZER S, 25 E R E A S MO

[qi2], um & X[you2].. X[you2]tf It X [you] E £, um ZREEECNMAIN . B2 XA,

FANEZERZARV, FAum . FHOAMEA —FERES), um Fril, um Eanid, Aifi1e R AR 2 FiAT]
ERAATTRI A A2 T BA, um FrBUAt AT T2 um .. 3. % %A . Um . . i . RS um, 2R

FEe)L, um FMPE um —i8 um ORK[qgi2], —ERAATE . IR U TR A um FRASEITE
AT, A FITE A AABATOR R [gi2], B DA FARATT, A1 um Al 125 3K U0 um IR 2 2R 78, um
Fbanid, .. um BIREE, A 2REFIT/L. Um #§iH!
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Commentary

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt but lacks detail and provides no elaboration.
Cultural information is accurate but also lacks detail. It expresses traditional practices of X% is
popular among Chinese community (1R 2 158 A 2l fl A2 22 SRR 2 FIARATTER A 41T ) I3 A 22 7T BAfIG).
The response is generally organized and coherent with the use of some transitional elements and
cohesive devices (such as T UMBATZ um .. 3. . &2 NNE; Ffi 2 um —i8 um KK [qi2],
— 14 FRAATT1%15). The response is delivered in a generally consistent pace, but has several errors in
pronunciation including tones (71 [E A &t Kk #k[qi2], um & X[you2] .. X[you2]ift X [youl] = ).
The use of vocabulary is mostly appropriate (18 5 % [ 355, &%, M4 1750)L), and the use of
grammatical structures is mostly appropriate (—iZ ... —& ...; X ... X ...). The response could
have been improved if it had elaborated more about the cultural significance of K# in the Chinese
cultural tradition.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

FFlai3]h H, WAEFE, REHFBIER. KR K [qidliBif[haod]. 7E KWK [qi4] N[rend|HIRZ T
B)L, Ki[qidlE R E Arend], 2Kk A Rarea. FELFEE KL T . Aqid)HRAE = BIE 2 K]
qid]f /R fighting, FrUk .. uh.. SCEHmud]#H & w3 KAR[qidAMBE L. 2 Kik[qidiR A A=A, Uh..
fATE, A1 uh . . uh Peking Opera 1R, 1R [laughter]. Unfortunately [laughter] KX #[qi4] A~

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only marginally. It provides scattered information without
organization and coherence using no transitional elements and cohesive devices (4157 XM [qi4]

1R if[hao4]; 7£ K% [qid) N[rend 5 1R % T HL)L, KW [qid]f 1R # E A[rend]). Pace and intonation are
labored with frequent hesitation and repetition. Frequent errors in pronunciation and tones
necessitate constant listener effort (7€ X#%[qi4] N[rend]G 1R £ 1 It JL; A 1% % uh . . uh Peking Opera
iR, 1REE%%). The response uses minimal appropriate vocabulary. Grammatical structures are limited
with frequent errors (A% [qid] 18 7 B\ ; Kik[qidlF RE = E; FE 3£ E KUF 7). This response is

very much interfered with another language (area; fighting; Peking Opera; unfortunately).
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