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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Conversation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests excellence in Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

interpersonal speaking

in interpersonal speaking

Addresses prompt

e Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

e Directly addresses

Directly addresses

with frequent errors
that significantly
obscure meaning

frequent errors that
obscure meaning

with frequent errors
that sometimes
obscure meaning

with errors that do not
generally obscure
meaning

sporadic errors

2 minimally or marginally prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
g an appropriate but basic but appropriate an appropriate thorough and very thorough and
i incomplete answer answer response appropriate response; appropriate response;
% may include includes elaboration
8 elaboration and detail and detail
% Very disjointed Fragmented sentences e Disconnected sentences Sentences may be Connected sentences e Smoothly connected
a: sentences or isolated loosely connected sentences
words
Very labored pace and Labored pace and e Inconsistent pace and Generally consistent Smooth pace and e Natural pace and
intonation, with intonation, with intonation, with pace and intonation, intonation, with intonation, with
constant hesitation and frequent hesitation and hesitation and with intermittent occasional hesitation minimal hesitation or
repetition repetition repetition that hesitation and and repetition repetition
interfere with repetition
comprehension
> Frequent errors in Frequent errors in e Errors in pronunciation May have several Occasional errors in e Accurate pronunciation
e pronunciation pronunciation (including tones) errors in pronunciation pronunciation (including tones), with
; (including tones) (including tones) sometimes necessitate (including tones), which (including tones) minimal errors
g necessitate intense necessitate constant special listener effort do not necessitate
listener effort listener effort special listener effort
Constant use of register Frequent use of e Use of register May include several Consistent use of e Consistent use of
inappropriate to register inappropriate appropriate to lapses in otherwise register appropriate to register appropriate to
situation to situation situation is inconsistent consistent use of situation except for situation
or includes many errors register appropriate to occasional lapses
situation
Insufficient, Minimal appropriate e Limited appropriate Mostly appropriate Appropriate vocabulary e Rich and appropriate
inappropriate vocabulary, with vocabulary and idioms, vocabulary and idioms, and idioms, with vocabulary and idioms,
vocabulary, with frequent errors that with frequent errors with errors that do not sporadic errors with minimal errors
frequent errors that obscure meaning; that sometimes generally obscure
A significantly obscure repeated interference obscure meaning; meaning
3 meaning; constant from another language intermittent
2 interference from interference from
8 another language another language
<Zt Little or no control of Limited grammatical e Mostly simple Mostly appropriate Variety of grammatical e Wide range of
— grammatical structures, structures, with grammatical structures, grammatical structures, structures, with grammatical structures,

with minimal errors
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2025 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE performance—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e C(Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “ldon’t know,” “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese
e Not in Mandarin Chinese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2025 College Board



AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the
transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The question overviews can be found in the “Chief Reader Report on Student Responses”
on AP Central.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
FK[woll[zhun2]#¢[bei2fF 1R 4F, WAGIMAEMATLL T HHKBTFHLAT2E[kelshil[FRAHSR D F AR S
ZHIER Z R FEFEREE . IR E T, REST T .

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt by saying F[woll#[zhun2]&[bei2]#$1R 4T, S
A LL 1. The response further provides elaboration with supporting details (F/H & FHLA] 2
[kelshil]FH AR/ F AR DA ANTEIR 2 3K 75 224018 1) 1), Sentences are smoothly connected with
conjunctions (7] #&; [X4; FrLL), and the response is delivered at a natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition. Vocabulary in the response is rich and appropriate (i 7/ LA T; O.4; & %; F
1%, ¥#5). Finally, a wide range of grammatical structures is employed with minimal errors (F[wol]#

[zhun2]# [bei2#51R &F; BUAERLFT UL 15 TSR, R BRIIE ) A, MR LT 7).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
i IXAMEN L A& L uh AR L RSCR, RATIXAMENY L3R e T RS ANMEAR L. X
s

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate response by saying #1/]iX
MENE .. 3 .. {58 T, then moves beyond the basic response by adding & 475X ME AR

.. ¥ff. Though consisting of loosely connected sentences, the response is delivered at a generally
consistent pace with intermittent hesitation, and makes use of appropriate vocabulary such as .
Grammatical structures such as 52 | and %15 . . . *#Ef4 are appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
FvE[zhunl] 4 [bei2]fE[zuo2]Ml . . uh . . uh 2.3 [xi4] . . uh A .. uh .. FHii[shou2]if. F&H[yong2]..
uh Duolingo #1 Pleco.

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt by saying # #[zhunl]#[bei2]{f[zuo2])\ but does not
complete the answer to #5755 4 F£. The response is delivered at a labored pace with frequent
hesitation and includes some errors in pronunciation that necessitate listener effort (#f[zhunl]#
[bei2]; #i[shou2]i%). Appropriate vocabulary is minimal, and grammatical structures are limited.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
AR TR IR [da3)ib 2 . . REASHEZIMRZ ANEZHTE . UIRZ AR FIER, B2 RA
NI, FERA ) AR A4 R AN

Commentary

This response directly addresses all aspects of the prompt and provides a very thorough and
appropriate response (£ e 2= MR Z NS HE . . MR 2 IR I EE). It includes elaboration (i4
SRR, A0 ERA B A7 A4 = A50). Sentences are smoothly connected, using connectors (%

15 ... 52, & . 1&%). The pace of delivery and intonation is natural, with minimal repetition (R £ A&
H'&). The pronunciation and tones are accurate with minimal errors (’X[da3]). The use of vocabulary
is rich and appropriate (£ H; %% 27; 1R 2 (A F IS ; BIK; 2 5 4904%) with minimal errors (47K
[da3]4t should be & KH4F4t). It contains a wide range of grammatical structures (a complex
sentence: & 15 . . . /&; a complex noun phrase: 1R £ F A A )51 ; coordinating structures: 2> . . .,
54> .. .), with minimal errors (the use of ). Overall, this response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
KT . . RFb2il .. K H[geng3lilr, KONRATELHFALER uh AAE . . uh BEJLAIA AR
JL uh

Commentary

This response directly addresses all aspects of the prompt and provides an appropriate answer

(it .. KZxF[geng3lir, FEAPRALLHFHLER uh 7€ . . uh W5 LA AR A H0K L uh). Sentences in this
sample are loosely connected (F %15 ... /& ... KN .. .). The speaking pace and intonation are
generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation and an error in pronunciation that does not
necessitate special listener effort (5 [geng3]ixr). This response includes mostly appropriate
vocabulary and grammatical structures with errors that do not generally obscure meaning (7] PAF
HLEE uh [7F . . uh WEJLII A B0 % )L uh). This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal
speaking. It could have earned a higher score with more elaboration.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
[loud breath] [long silence] I3 FHL . . FiiZ . . A4 .. BrLAFK xue[?]

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt only minimally (571% . . A4f) and uses a register that is
inappropriate for the situation (4f-4b&414?). The response is delivered at a very labored pace with
constant hesitation. It contains insufficient and inappropriate vocabulary. The response fails to use
appropriate vocabulary (such as J7{#; . ¥; &) to address the prompt (&F-4b /214 ?). It could
have earned a higher score had it included a specific advantage of cell phones and an explanation for
it. Overall, this sample demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response
HFOCHIEHEAR . hm FHEIRZ h- Rlhend)dr . B, T IAERK B FHLG IS0, ]
DLA .. L SRR FE RN H [yong2] . . 2531 SR

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and offers a thorough, appropriate answer (7 3 [ fig
A .. hm FHAEIRZ h- {R[hend]iF ¥ 77). It also includes elaboration (&5, & AT LAE R B AEH THL
SRR CER, EDUA L L AR R RE N [yong2] . . 452 1 CiR). Sentences are connected with
transitional and cohesive devices (&%G . . . 7] LL). The delivery is smooth in pace and intonation
with occasional hesitation (' CHEA . . hm FHARZ h- 1R[hend]4F () 77) and tone errors (1R
[hen4]4t; i H[yong2]). The response employs appropriate vocabulary and a variety of grammatical
structures (7] LATE 5K BLAE FHFHLER 2T H SR, &R &£ 18 FH[yong?2]). This response suggests
excellence in interpersonal speaking. A more natural pace and detailed elaboration would have made
this response more thorough and informative.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
e S HEThou2], F[shui3lbl b- FHLHBIFK . . 7 . . WRIAFIE —NTFRTUERE . KT
ML, B WRBE T DD . A0, 3] CLRfh[ta2] fEFR I FHL.

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer (7£ 2%+ S {5
[hou2], F[shui3lil b- FHLFHBIL . . 7E . . WERFTAFNE —NFIRAT LA RN | . FRIFHL). While
transitional words (%1£) are used to elaborate, the sentences are loosely connected (. . 7€ . . WHERA
M —NERATULERIZE . . FTAL). The response maintains a consistent pace with intermittent
hesitation and repetition (#£2% 31 C I [hou2], F[shui3]il b- FHLFEIL . . 7 . .). Vocabulary and
grammatical structure are mostly appropriate with errors (7] LA BI7E . . AT THL; 3862 40 53R 2
F—AA . A8 3T LA Ah[ta2] 7 3 1) F- A1) that do not obscure meaning. This response
demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It could have earned a higher score with
smoother delivery and more accurate grammar.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
F[wol] .. NIt xie2[# 2] A 3 . . kB ? 1R [long pause] xing2 wang4 zai3 lai2 kongl wei3 15 ?

Commentary

This response minimally addresses the prompt (xie2[%%?]F * (). The pace of delivery is labored
with constant hesitation and frequent pronunciation errors, necessitating intense listener effort

(#x ... wang4 zai3 lai2 kong1 wei3 ™). Vocabulary and grammatical structures are insufficient and
inappropriate with errors that significantly obscure meaning (.3t xie2[2#?]FH 3C; 1K . . . wang4 zai3
lai2 kongl wei3 "), This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
HIFE 2 [shil] . . X2 —AMRE[zhong3)E () . . um MAE[guidjul]l, B A2AAEAE LR B AR F
Pl g2l 10 % > [xue3xil], WHszmfif ks, oS H FHE BERIEE, 1R b-[A7?]

Commentary
This response directly addresses all aspects of the prompt and provides a very thorough and
appropriate response (1R #[zhong3 K] . . um #4E[gui3jul] . . . Tt B H FHE FiRERHE, 1R b-

[4?]). It also includes elaboration (X Jy22 A 78 VR ATIHi3 FARATT T TF WL 2 s A AT T 2% 2] [xue3 xil],
20 At ) 1%.5%). Sentences are smoothly connected with connectors (FHIBHZER ... BN ... H ...
515 . ..). The pace of delivery and intonation are natural, with minimal hesitation and repetition
(B E 2 [shil] . . X2 — MR H[zhong3]Z /) . . um 4 [gui3jul]). The pronunciation and tones are
accurate with minimal errors (&[zhong3)%; ¥l [gui3jul]; %% >J[xue3xil]). The use of vocabulary is
rich and appropriate (E[zhong3]%; M4 [guildjull; 5M; B%4t) with minimal errors (H A1) FHL 252
Wi AT T B 2% 2] [xue3xil]). It contains a wide range of grammatical structures (7£_F 3 i Iz F Ab AT T
L& Mgl 1 2% 2 [xue3xil], WE2mifthA 1 st Foo 1S H FHIE LRI, 1R b-[4?]. This response

demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
X .. uh . RWEARRXAZIRE, B uh FHA TR A hed] FHL . . um uh H1E ZhE A Thed] AMTTA
WP M .

Commentary

This response directly addresses all aspects of the prompt and provides an appropriate answer
(FHL . . um uh FIEZ A hed) \MITA U Z T 1E). Sentences in this sample are loosely
connected (K5 uh FHLA Wk A[he4] AL . . um uh H1E £ #%%). The speaking pace and intonation
are generally consistent with intermittent hesitation and errors in pronunciation that do not
necessitate special listener effort (F*1iX .. uh .. HEHXNZIEL, KA uh FHA XA [hed] T
Ml .. um uh H 1R £i#xX). The sample includes mostly appropriate vocabulary and grammatical
structures (F-HLA T AMIA S £ i1 1%) with errors that do not generally obscure meaning
(FeXHix .. uh..). This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Bt shoul[F?] um RIFEE: . . um [sigh] BN .. FHL .. £ . . [whisper]

Commentary

This sample directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer (F X}
shoul[F-?] um #RIIZE: . . um [sigh] A .. FHL .. fR£). The answer is incomplete because it does
not address the question (5% 2114 ? ). The response displays a somewhat labored pace with
hesitation (A& .. FHL .. R £ .. [whisper]). It contains minimal appropriate vocabulary (Fxt; K°H)
and limited grammatical structures (#/RFJAV% . . um [sigh] A .. FHL .. IR £). This response is
incomplete and suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
RERAL—ADIFEFHL L, BrlipR AR, FARATE—A/DI, WX AHFIASITHRRM
22, FARARM 4 2, WAEH K2 AL

Commentary

This response directly addresses all aspects of the prompt and provides an appropriate response (£f
RA—A/NETFHL L AT IR K24 >]) with elaboration and detail such as (K 3 A 16—/
RIS 4 %25 35018 Fl K Z ANtT). Sentences are smoothly connected by using (K y; 74 F401iE).
The response is delivered at a natural pace and intonation, with minimal hesitation (... 1X ...).Itis
accurate in pronunciation and tones with minimal errors. It contains rich and appropriate vocabulary
such as (f£—/N/EF; H; &038, DuiiEsk; WKk, $T4E; #84), and uses a wide range of grammatical
structures such as adverbial (7 +Verb), negation (4£<; &~ Hl), time (%K), location (/£ F-#1_I), and
subordinate sentence (A% . . .), with minimal errors. This response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
uh..%4 uh.. BIFR um REGHEHA .. IE/DRAE T RIS um &AL .. 28

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic and appropriate answer (FH .. f.
N TR, 3B um AR . . #2%). The sentences are not connected. The response is
delivered at an inconsistent pace, with hesitation such as (uh .. 4 uh. .; um &A% . .) and repetition
(FE15 ... FE15) that interfere with comprehension. This response contains limited appropriate
vocabulary with frequent errors that may obscure meaning, such as (7K for &K; T for H T
#%). It uses simple grammatical structures, with errors that may obscure meaning, such as (. . . 24
I .. 2R for %123 AN4T). This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal
speaking.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
2. eEEFHilong pause]

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt marginally (F.2>3¥) F-#1) without providing an answer to
the questions in the prompt “Z K [a]; 2 A< fR 15 >)”. The sentence is very disjointed
(% .. &R ATHL). It is delivered at a very labored pace with a long pause at the end that
necessitates intense listener effort. It lacks sufficient vocabulary and shows little control of
grammatical structures that significantly obscure meaning. This response demonstrates lack of
competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2025 College Board.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student Response

FH[yong2]# ) F[shoul ¥l & [kan2] H 5 [dian2yingl] ge4 [#R7?] . . F ik E XA [kan3]H 5

[dian2yingl], /2% th[ye2]H[yong2]ii{5[duan2xinl] . . f{5[duan2xinl], ATLAF A [ke4]bLsH[duan2]
R ML E[ma2malfl ¥ #[ba2ba], 2> KHE[shidhou2] . . H K FHl[shou2ji2|iE % .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough, appropriate answer (¥ = %X
Fkan3]H ¥[dian2ying1]), including elaboration and details (Ff LAF¢ 7] [ke4] UL JE [duan2](E #1745 65
[ma2ma] & #5[ba2ba]). The sentences are connected. (F] /& . . ., FTLA . ..) The response is delivered
with a smooth pace and intonation, despite occasional hesitation (7] /&t [ye2]H[yong2]4E 5
[duan2xinl] . . %{Z[duan2xinl]; &% > BHi&[shidhou2] . . I F-Hl[shou2ji2]iR £). It contains
appropriate vocabulary and various grammatical structures (F& =X . . ., Al & th[ye2] .. ., AL .. )
with sporadic errors (F[yong2]; #1518 [ma2ma] 1 #[ba2ba]; % [duan2](E .1 iEiE[ma2ma] fl1E &
[ba2bal; & >J i {%[shi4hou2]; HF ) FH1[shou’ji2]iR £). This response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
Uh & THL .. 1 .. &=k .. uh Blkan3] .. 5 . . [zai3]F AT . . T[shoud]#hl . . [long pause] uh
Xﬂ‘o

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate response

(F=EXK . . uh FH[kan3] .. H3¥). The sentences are disconnected (Uh TFHL .. 1) .. FEXK .. uh &
[kan3] .. H5). The response is delivered with an inconsistent pace and intonation (Uh FF#H1 .. ) . .
=X .. uh FHlkan3] . . H5¥) with frequent hesitation and repetition (7£[zai3]# ) F . . F[shoud]#l . .
[long pause] uh %7). The response uses limited vocabulary with errors in pronunciation that
sometimes necessitate special listener effort (A[kan3] .. B . . 1E[zai3]|F ) F . . F[shoud]#l . .). The
response also uses simple grammatical structures (= XX . . uh FHlkan3] . . H5) with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure meaning (#£[zai3]#./¥)F . . F[shou4]#l). However, this response suggests
competence in interpersonal speaking.
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AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2025 = SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
CER ba2 [M8?] . . xiudji2 [F-H17?] R iF[henlhaod] I [Fl[tongl] . . 24417 . . K A[wei2] . . [F A TR &7
[henlhao4] .. # %K . . zonglyao2 [EH %7?].

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt marginally and minimally (3 & ¥t/ ba2 [?] . . xiu4ji2 [T-H1?]).
It contains very disjointed sentences and/or isolated words (3 = ¥k . . . Al N[wei2] . .. zonglyao2

[#%27]). Its pace and intonation are very labored with constant hesitation and repetition. ([7][tong1] . .
AT L L RN [wei2] . . [F2241]) The response contains insufficient, inappropriate vocabulary and
grammatical structures (= XX; xiu4ji2 [FH1?]; *+3C; 4%, zonglyao2 [ #?]) with frequent errors that
significantly obscure meaning (xiu4ji2 [F#1?]; 1R 4F[henlhao4]i[Fl[tongl] . . Z1/]; zonglyao2 [ 7).
This response could have earned a higher score had it included a specific act of using a cell phone.
This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.
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