
2024

AP
®

 United States 
History
Sample Student Responses  
and Scoring Commentary
Set 1

© 2024 College Board. College Board, Advanced Placement, AP, AP Central, and the acorn logo are registered 
trademarks of College Board. Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.

AP Central is the official online home for the AP Program: apcentral.collegeboard.org.

Inside: 

Document-Based Question

   Scoring Guidelines 

   Student Samples 

   Scoring Commentary 



AP® United States History 2024 Scoring Guidelines 

© 2024 College Board 

Question 1: Document-Based Question, Slavery and US Society 7 points 

General Scoring Notes 
• Except where otherwise noted, each point of these rubrics is earned independently; for example, a student could earn a point for evidence

without earning a point for thesis/claim.
• Accuracy: The components of these rubrics require that students demonstrate historically defensible content knowledge. Given the timed nature

of the exam, essays may contain errors that do not detract from their overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the
argument is accurate.

• Clarity: Exam essays should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those errors will not be counted against a
student unless they obscure the successful demonstration of the content knowledge, skills, and practices described below.

Evaluate the extent to which the institution of slavery shaped United States society between 1783 and 1840. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row A 
Thesis/Claim 

 
[0-1 points] 

 
 

 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a 
line of reasoning. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Are not historically defensible. 
• Only restate or rephrase the prompt. 
• Do not respond to the prompt. 
• Do not establish a line of reasoning. 
• Are overgeneralized.  

Responses that earn this point: 
• Provide a historically defensible thesis or claim about the extent to which the 

institution of slavery shaped United States society between 1783 and 1840. The 
thesis or claim must either provide some indication of the reason for making that 
claim OR establish categories of the argument. 

 

Examples that do not earn this point: 

Do not focus on the topic of the prompt  
• “Slavery had a big impact on fighting the Civil War.” 

 
Provide a historically defensible claim, but do not establish a line of 
reasoning 
• “Slavery insulted many abolitionists, so United States society hurried 

up and got rid of it.” 
 

Provide a restatement of the prompt   
• “The institution of slavery shaped United States society.” 
 

Examples that earn this point: 

Establish a line of reasoning that evaluates the topic of the prompt  
• “Between the years 1783 and 1840 slavery dramatically shaped U.S. society as 

many Americans became abolitionists as a way of fulfilling the ideals of the 
American Revolution while other Americans attempted to protect slavery and 
expand the institution into the West.” 

 
Establish a line of reasoning that evaluates the topic of the prompt with analytic 
categories 
• “Nothing was more important than the institution of slavery in shaping American 

society between the Revolutionary War and the mid-1800s. The ‘peculiar 
institution’ created a set of challenges for the United States, including debates over 
its constitutionality, possible expansion into western territories, and moral 
implications as Americans tried to reconcile it with the nation’s founding 
principles.” 

 
Establish a line of reasoning 
• “Slavery caused division between the North and the South.” [Minimally acceptable 

thesis/claim] 

 Additional Notes: 
• The thesis or claim must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion [which may not be limited to the 

first or last paragraphs]. 
• The thesis or claim must identify a relevant development[s] in the period, although it is not required to encompass the entire period. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row B 
Contextualization 

 
[0-1 points] 

 
 

 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period 

referenced in the prompt. 
• Provide context that is not relevant to the prompt. 
• Provide a passing phrase or reference.  

Responses that earn this point: 
• Accurately describe a context relevant to the institution of slavery in United States 

society between 1783 and 1840. 
 

Examples that do not earn this point:  

Do not provide context relevant to the topic of the prompt 
• “The Spanish had colonies in Latin America.” 
 
Provide historically inaccurate contextualization 
• “Most colonists fought in the American Revolution to protect their 

slaves from British abolitionists.” 

Examples of relevant context that earn this point include the following, if 
appropriate elaboration is provided: 
• Colonial labor systems 
• Colonial cash crop economy  
• American Revolution 
• Declaration of Independence 
• Second Great Awakening 
• 1800s reform movements 
• Market revolution 
• Transportation and internal improvements 
• Migration/westward expansion 

 
Examples of acceptable contextualization:  
• “During the colonial era, enslaved labor was used to develop a profitable 

transatlantic commerce in cash crops such as tobacco, indigo, and sugar.”  
• “American colonists had a revolution but still kept slavery.” [Minimally acceptable 

contextualization] 
 

 Additional Notes: 
• The response must describe broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question 

that are relevant to the topic of the prompt.  
• To earn this point, the context provided must be more than a phrase or reference. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row C 
Evidence 

 
[0-3 points] 

 
 

Evidence from the Documents 
0 points 
Does not meet the 
criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Uses the content of at least three documents to address the 
topic of the prompt. 

2 points 
Supports an argument in response to the prompt using at least four 
documents. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 

Responses that do not 
earn points: 
• Use evidence from 

less than three of the 
documents 

• Misinterpret the 
content of the 
document 

• Quote the content of 
the documents 
without providing an 
accompanying 
description  

• Address documents 
collectively rather 
than considering 
separately the 
content of each 
document  
 

Responses that earn 1 point: 
• Accurately describe—rather than simply quote—the 

content from at least three of the documents to address 
the institution of slavery in United States society between 
1783 and 1840. 

Responses that earn 2 points:  
• Support an argument in response to the prompt by accurately 

using the content of at least four documents.  
 

Examples of describing the content of a document: 

Describe evidence from the documents relevant to the topic 
but do not use that evidence to support an argument 
• [Document 2]: “After the American Revolution, 

antislavery sentiment developed in some places that led 
to gradual emancipation and the growth of the free 
African American community.” 

Examples of supporting an argument using the content of a 
document: 
• [Document 1]: “After the American Revolution, revolutionary 

ideology about natural rights led to the gradual emancipation of 
slavery in the North, even though slavery persisted and grew in 
other parts of the country, creating a political contradiction 
between free and slavery at the heart of United States society.” 
[Uses evidence from Document 1 to support an argument about 
the contradiction of slavery in United States society despite 
revolutionary ideas about freedom] 

• [Document 4]: “Mathew Carey’s concerns about the Civil War over 
the admission of Missouri as a state showed that well before the 
outbreak of the Civil War, the growth of slavery produced tensions 
within the United States that endangered the unity of the 
republic.” [Uses evidence from Document 4 to support an 
argument about the threats to national unity in American society 
produced by the growth of slavery]  

Additional Notes: 
• To earn two points, the four documents do not have to be used in support of a single argument—they can be used across sub-arguments or to address 

counterarguments. 
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Row C 
[Continued] 

Evidence beyond the Documents: 
0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point  
Uses at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence [beyond that found in the documents] 
relevant to an argument in response to the prompt. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Provide evidence that is not relevant to an argument 

about the prompt.  
• Provide evidence that is outside the time period or 

region specified in the prompt. 
• Repeat information that is specified in the prompt or 

in any of the documents. 
• Provide a passing phrase or reference.  

Responses that earn this point: 
• Must use at least one specific piece of historical evidence relevant to the extent to which the 

institution of slavery shaped United States society between 1783 and 1840. 

Examples of specific and relevant evidence beyond the documents that earn this point include the 
following, if appropriate elaboration is provided: 
• Northern gradual emancipation 
• Constitutional compromises on slavery [e.g., Three-Fifths Clause, Fugitive Slave Clause] 
• Northwest Ordinance of 1787 / Southwest Ordinance of 1790 
• Banning of international slave trade in 1808 
• Missouri Compromise 
• Lowell mills/rise of Northern textile industry 
• Eli Whitney/cotton gin 
• Cotton/plantation economy 
• “Peculiar institution”/southern regionalism 
• Slavery as “positive good” 
• Nullification crisis 
• Gag rule 
• Amistad case 
• Slave insurance 
• Internal slave trade 
• Rebellions by enslaved people [e.g., Gabriel Prosser, Denmark Vesey, and Nat Turner] 
• Abolitionism 
• Underground Railroad 
• Sojourner Truth 
• Angelina and Sarah Grimké 

 
Examples of evidence beyond the documents relevant to an argument about the prompt: 
• “The debates over tariffs during the Nullification Crisis, revealed the growing divide in United States 

society between the plantation economy in the South, which depended on slavery and opposed high 
tariffs, and the industrial economy North, which developed manufacturing and supported tariffs to 
protect against foreign competition.” [Uses a piece of evidence beyond the documents to make a 
connection to a larger argument about how the growth plantation economy in the South 
contributed to sectional divisions in United States society] 
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• “The increasing use of slave insurance in the South as slavery grew, often provided by northern 
businesses, showed that slavery helped create a national economy that linked all parts of United 
States society.” [Uses a piece of evidence beyond the documents to make a connection to a larger 
argument about how the growth of slavery contributed to increased regional connections within 
United States society]  

Additional Notes: 
• Typically, statements credited as evidence will be more specific than statements credited as contextualization.  
• To earn this point, the evidence provided must be different from the evidence used to earn the point for contextualization. 
• To earn this point, the evidence provided must be more than a phrase or reference. 
• The point for evidence beyond the documents may be awarded for evidence that appears in any part of the response.  
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row D 
Analysis and 
Reasoning 

 
[0-2 points] 

 
 

 

Sourcing 
0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 
 

1 point 
For at least two documents, explains how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, 
and/or audience is relevant to an argument. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Explain sourcing for fewer than two of the 

documents. 
• Identify the point of view, purpose, 

historical situation, and/or audience but 
fail to explain how or why it is relevant to 
an argument. 

• Summarize the content or argument of 
the document without explaining the 
relevance of this summary to the point of 
view, purpose, historical situation, and/or 
audience.     

Responses that earn this point: 
• Must explain how or why—rather than simply identifying—the document’s point of view, purpose, historical 

situation, or audience is relevant to an argument that addresses the prompt for each of the two documents 
sourced.  

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the author’s point of view: 
• [Document 2]: “Banneker’s perspective as a free African American, through his appeal to American 

Revolutionary ideology, showed that African Americans personally understood the contradiction between the 
nation’s founding ideals and the persistence of slavery, and they sought to point this out as a strategy for 
promoting antislavery.” [Provides sourcing regarding the point of view of the document relevant to an 
argument that addresses activism by African American against slavery]   
 

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the author’s purpose:  
• [Document 5]: “Garrison’s purpose of shaming northerners for their connections to slavery showed that the 

North benefited from slavery and not just the South.” [Provides sourcing regarding the purpose of the 
document relevant to an argument that addresses the influence of slavery on both northern and southern 
society] 
 

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the historical situation of a source: 
• [Document 1]: “The situation of Cushing’s court decision, as he sought to apply the principles of the American 

Revolution to the new government of Massachusetts, showed the early beginnings of a divide between the 
North and South as northern states began to abolish slavery and southern states continued the institution and 
later grew it.” [Provides sourcing regarding the point of view of the document relevant to an argument that 
addresses the origins of sectional divisions in United States society over slavery] 
 

Example of acceptable explanation of the relevance of the audience: 
• [Document 4]: “The members of the Baptist Church in the South who were Furman’s audience showed that 

there was widespread disagreement in United States society over the meaning of basic ideas about liberty and 
religious principles, as some Americans using religious principles to defend slavery.” [Provides sourcing 
regarding the audience of the document relevant to an argument that addresses how slavery divided United 
States society over ideas about liberty and religious values] 

Examples that do not earn this point: 

Identify the point of view, purpose, historical 
situation, and/or audience, but do not 
explain how or why it is relevant to an 
argument 
• “The point of the drawing in Document 7 

is to show Americans that slavery was 
bad.” 
 

Summarize the content of the document 
without explaining the relevance of this to 
the point of view, purpose, historical 
situation, and/or audience    
• “In Document 4 the minister said that 

slavery was fine with him.” 
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Row D 
[continued] 

Complexity 
0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that is the focus of the prompt through 
sophisticated argumentation and/or effective use of evidence. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
 Responses that earn this point:  

May demonstrate a complex understanding through sophisticated argumentation that is relevant to the prompt. 
This may be done in a variety of ways, such as: 
• Explaining multiple themes or perspectives to explore complexity or nuance; OR 
• Explaining multiple causes or effects, multiple similarities or differences, or multiple continuities or 

changes; OR  
• Explaining both cause and effect, both similarity and difference, or both continuity and change; OR 
• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods or geographical areas. These 

connections should clearly relate to an argument that responds to the prompt. 

May demonstrate a complex understanding through effective use of evidence relevant to an argument that 
addresses the prompt. This may be done in a variety of ways, such as: 
• Effectively using seven documents to support an argument that responds to the prompt; OR 
• Explaining how the point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience of at least four 

documents supports an argument that responds to the prompt; OR 
•  Using documents and evidence beyond the documents effectively to demonstrate a sophisticated 

understanding of different perspectives relevant to the prompt.  

Demonstrating complex understanding might include any of the following, if appropriate elaboration is 
provided: 
• A response may argue that the growth of slavery led to political tensions within United States society through 

debates over the westward expansion of slavery. The response then extends this argument through a 
discussion of the ways that economic development during the first half of the 1800s broke down along regional 
lines—with industrialization in the North and plantation agriculture in the South—and had a direct relationship 
to the institution of slavery. [Explains relevant and insightful connections across geographical areas] 

• A response may argue that the growth of slavery led to the development of different regional cultures in the 
United States. The response complicates this argument with a nuanced discussion of the ways that slavery 
bound the country closer together economically. [Explains multiple themes] 

• A response may argue that American revolutionary ideas about natural rights and liberty led many Americans 
to change their ideas about slavery to support abolition. It then qualifies its argument with evidence that racial 
ideology continued to justify discrimination and inequality in the United States despite the influence of the 
American Revolution. [Explains both continuity and change] 

Additional Notes: 
• This complex understanding must be part of the argument and may be demonstrated in any part of the response. 
• While it is not necessary for this complex understanding to be woven throughout the response, it must be more than merely a phrase or reference.  
• To earn a point for complexity by using seven documents in support of an argument, there must be an attempt to use all seven documents to effectively 

support an argument, but the use of the documents may be unevenly or inconsistently developed, or the document use may be weaker in one or two instances. 
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Document Summaries 

Document  Summary of Content Explains the relevance of point of view [POV], purpose, situation, and/or audience 
by elaborating on examples such as: 

1. William Cushing, 
Quock Walker v. 
Nathaniel Jennison 
court decision, 1783 

• Describes legal reasoning for emancipating 
enslaved person Quock Walker 

• Declares that the principles of the new 
Massachusetts state constitution dictate the 
end of slavery in the state 

• Revolutionary ideas about natural rights and liberties led some Americans to begin 
to oppose the institution of slavery. [situation] 

• Cushing sought to interpret how the revolutionary principles of the Massachusetts 
state constitution applied to the existing institution of slavery, determining that it 
must end. [purpose] 

2. Benjamin Banneker 
letter to Thomas 
Jefferson, 1791 

• Seeks to equate the situation of enslaved 
people in the United States to the situation 
of Americans when they were in the British 
empire 

• Chastises Jefferson for not applying the 
revolutionary principles he declared in 1776 
to the situation of enslaved people 

• Some Americans appealed to racial ideology to justify the continuation of slavery 
despite the principles of liberty espoused during the American Revolution. 
[situation] 

• As a free African American in a skilled profession, Banneker sought to use the 
principles of the United States to show that free African Americans were equal to 
White Americans and that slavery should end. [point of view] 

3. Mathew Carey, 
Considerations on the 
Impropriety and 
Inexpediency of 
Renewing the 
Missouri Question, 
1820 

• Describes sectional conflict between the 
North and South over the westward 
expansion of slavery 

• Argues that Americans should not agitate 
against slavery to maintain national harmony 

• Carey sought to encourage Americans to prioritize national unity over activism 
against slavery. [purpose] 

• As the United States. expanded west of the Mississippi River, debates arose over 
where slavery should exist. [situation] 

4. Richard Furman, 
Exposition of the 
Views of the Baptists, 
1823 

• Claims that antislavery activists are ignorant 
of the threat of slave rebellion 

• Argues that slavery is morally supported by 
Christian religious beliefs, despite the 
contrary claims of abolitionists 

• The growth of slavery in the southern United States provoked the development of 
an abolitionist movement in the North and moral arguments against slavery. 
[situation] 

• Furman developed arguments that Southern church members could use in defense 
of the institution of slavery. [audience] 

5. William Lloyd 
Garrison, Genius of 
Universal 
Emancipation 
newspaper article, 
1829 

• Describes the involvement of a 
Massachusetts ship owner in trafficking 
enslaved people 

• Argues against Northern participation in 
slavery through the domestic slave trade 

• The domestic slave trade was a major contributor to the growth of slavery in the 
United States after the end of the international slave trade and involved some 
financial support from northern businessmen. [situation] 

• Garrison sought to inform Massachusetts readers of the actions of this ship owner 
so as to shame him among his fellow citizens. [audience] 

6. Jarena Lee, 
Religious Experience 
and Journal of Mrs. 
Jarena Lee, 1836 

• Describes participation in an antislavery 
society meeting 

• Connects Christianity to the antislavery 
movement 

• By the middle of the nineteenth century a growing free African American 
population in the North led to an expanding antislavery movement. [situation] 

• Lee use religious justifications to explain why slavery was immoral and why her 
faith and work in the antislavery movement would be successful. [point of view] 
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7. American Anti-
Slavery Almanac 
image, 1840 

• Depicts an enslaved man breaking the chains 
of the slave state only to be chained by a 
figure representing the free state 

• The image criticizes the passage of a law that allowed enslaved people to be 
brought into New York state. [point of view] 

• Northern abolitionists gained increasing support for their cause in response to laws 
and court rulings that strengthened slavery. [situation] 
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Question 1—Document-Based Question 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

• This question required students to evaluate the extent to which the institution of slavery 
shaped United States society between 1783 and 1840. The content assesses knowledge of 
Periods 3 and 4 of the course framework, focusing on the influence of slavery on the United 
States. 

• The intention of the question was to determine if students could evaluate the extent to which 
slavery affected society in various ways, including how it led to a growing divide in the 
country. The most frequent historical developments to address were the debates about the 
ideals and identity of the United States in relation to slavery, the growing regional division 
between the North and the South, and the moral debates surrounding the question of slavery.  

• This question primarily focused on causation, contextualization, analyzing primary sources, 
and argument development. 

• This question primarily addressed Topics 3.6, 3.11, 4.3, and 4.11 through 4.13. 

Sample: 1A 
Thesis Score: 1 
Contextualization Score: 1 
Evidence Score: 3 
Analysis and Reasoning Score: 2 

Total Score: 7 

A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned the point for thesis/claim because it responds to the prompt with a historically 
defensible claim that establishes a line of reasoning at the end of the first paragraph: “From 1783 to 
1840, slavery deeply shaped American society both politically through creating moral debates and 
religiously through disagreements over its Biblical legitimacy.” 

B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for contextualization because in the first paragraph the response 
describes the American Revolution, the ban on the international slave trade, and the “tensions 
between abolitionists and slaveholders.” 

C. Evidence (0–3 points): 3 

Evidence from the Documents  

The response earned the point for using the content from Documents 1, 3 (mislabeled as Document 
4), 4, and 6 to address the topic of the prompt. 
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Question 1—Document-Based Question (continued) 

The response earned the point for using evidence from the documents to support an argument in 
response to the prompt. The response uses Document 1 to support an argument about the 
contradiction in the state constitution allowing slavery despite their ideals. The response uses 
Document 3 to support an argument about the slavery debate leading to disunion. The response uses 
Documents 4 and 6 to support an argument about the differing uses of religion to both defend and 
attack the institution of slavery. 

Evidence Beyond the Documents  

The response earned the point for using evidence beyond the documents. In paragraph three, the 
response supports its argument with a discussion of Frederick Douglass as an example of another 
abolitionist relevant to the time period. 

D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 2 

Document Sourcing  

The response earned the point for document sourcing because it explains the purpose of Document 
1, discussing the hypocrisy between ideals of “basic legal rights” and state laws. Additionally, the 
response explains the historical situation of Document 3 of attempts to maintain the balance of slave 
and free states. The response accurately explains the audience of Document 4 as southerners 
sympathetic to slavery who sought biblical justification for the institution. As well, the response 
explains the point of view of Document 6 as that of an abolitionist minister using biblical justification 
to condemn the institution of slavery.  

Demonstrating Complex Understanding  

The response earned 1 point for demonstrating a complex understanding because it effectively 
explains how the point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience of four of the 
documents supports an argument that responds to the prompt. The response also explains relevant 
and insightful connections across time periods when it draws a comparison between the treatment of 
enslaved people in the United States to the treatment of Native Americans under early Spanish 
colonists.   

Sample: 1B 
Thesis Score: 1 
Contextualization Score: 1 
Evidence Score: 3 
Analysis and Reasoning Score: 1 

Total Score: 6 

A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for the thesis/claim because it responds to the prompt with a 
historically defensible claim that establishes a line of reasoning at the end of the first paragraph: 
“Ultimately, the institution of slavery divided America in the period 1784–1840 as Americans 
considered the institution in relation to Christian faith, American principles, and economics.” 
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Question 1—Document-Based Question (continued) 

B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for contextualization because in the first paragraph the response 
describes the United States’ path to independence through the American Revolutionary War and the 
celebration of the ideal of freedom. 

C. Evidence (0–3 points): 3 

Evidence from the Documents  

The response earned 1 point for using the content from all seven documents to address the topic of 
the prompt.  

The response earned 1 point for using evidence from the documents to support an argument in 
response to the prompt. In paragraph two, Document 6 is used to support an argument that some 
Americans came to believe that slavery was an unjust institution in light of biblical teachings. In 
paragraph three, Documents 1 and 2 are used to support an argument that some Americans believed 
that slavery violated American principles. In paragraph four, Document 4 is used to show that other 
Americans viewed slavery as a “moral and upright institution.” In paragraph five, the response 
argues that abolitionists opposed slavery, and it uses Document 5 to support the argument. In 
paragraph six, the response argues that the United States became divided between slave and free 
states and supports this argument with Documents 7 and 3.  

Evidence Beyond the Documents  

The response earned 1 point for using evidence beyond the documents because in the second 
sentence of paragraph four, it discusses William Lloyd Garrison as an abolitionist who advocated for 
complete emancipation of all slaves “without compromise” separate and apart from the response’s 
discussion of Document 5 in a later paragraph. Immediately following the discussion of Garrison, the 
response attempts to use an additional piece of evidence beyond the documents with a mention of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, but because the novel was published in 1852, after the period specified in the 
prompt, this does not contribute to the response earning the point. 

D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 1 

Document Sourcing  

The response did not earn the point for document sourcing. The response attempts to describe the 
point of view of Document 2, but it simply repeats information that is specified in the document. The 
response does not attempt to explain the sourcing of any other document.  

Demonstrating Complex Understanding  

The response earned 1 point for demonstrating a complex understanding because it effectively uses 
seven documents to support an argument that responds to the prompt.
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Question 1—Document-Based Question (continued) 

Sample: 1C 
Thesis Score: 1 
Contextualization Score: 0 
Evidence Score: 1 
Analysis and Reasoning Score: 0 

Total Score: 2 

A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 

The response earned 1 point for thesis/claim because it responds to the prompt with a historically 
defensible claim that establishes a line of reasoning in the last three sentences of the first paragraph: 
“The institution of slavery shaped the economy, laws, and values held by people. The economy can 
be shown through the differences of the North and South. The laws can be seen through different 
acts and court cases of the time, and the values can be seen through the debates between people for 
both sides.” 

B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 0 

The response did not earn the point for contextualization. The response attempted contextualization 
with its reference in the first paragraph to “gold, god, and glory leading to a new nation,” but this is 
just a passing phrase or reference that does not sufficiently describe a historical context relevant to 
the prompt. 

C. Evidence (0–3 points): 1 

Evidence from the Documents  

The response did not earn the point for using the content of at least three documents to address the 
topic of the prompt. The content of Documents 7 and 2 are used to address the topic of the prompt, 
while Documents 5 and 1 are simply mentioned.  

The response did not earn the point for using evidence from the documents to support an argument 
in response to the prompt. The response makes an argument about the economic impact of slavery 
upon the United States but does not actually use the content of Document 5 to support that 
argument. Document 7 is used to support an argument about the impact of the institution of slavery 
upon the law. The response cites Documents 1 and 2 together, but only uses content from Document 
2 to support an argument about the way the institution of slavery impacts society.  

Evidence Beyond the Documents  

The response earned 1 point for using evidence beyond the documents relevant to an argument 
about the prompt. In the third paragraph, the response describes the Fugitive Slave Act as a law that 
required enslaved persons caught in one state to be returned to their masters. Although the most 
prominent iteration of the Fugitive Slave Act was passed in 1850, which is beyond the time period of 
the prompt, the response does not specify the 1850 law, and can therefore be interpreted as a   
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Question 1—Document-Based Question (continued) 

reference to the provision in Article IV of the United States Constitution or the Fugitive Slave Act of 
1793. The response attempts to use an additional piece of evidence beyond the documents at the end 
of paragraph three with a mention of the Dred Scott case, but it does not earn the point because the 
case occurred in 1857, after the period specified in the prompt.  

D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 0 

Document Sourcing  

The response did not earn the point for document sourcing because it makes no attempt to explain 
how or why any document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience is relevant 
to an argument.  

Demonstrating Complex Understanding  

The response did not earn the point for demonstrating a complex understanding because it makes no 
attempt at sophisticated argumentation or effective use of evidence. 
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