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Question 2: Quantitative Analysis 4 points 
 

A. Identify the year with the fewest number of Democratic women candidates for  
the Senate.  

Acceptable identifications include:  

• 1988  

1 point 
 

B. Describe the difference in an overall trend in Democratic and Republican women 
candidates for the Senate as illustrated in the graph. 

Acceptable descriptions include:  

• There is an overall increase in female Senate candidates for both Democrats and 
Republicans, but the increase for Democrats is larger than it is for Republicans.  

• There are more female Democratic candidates than female Republican candidates in 
every election since 1996.    

1 point 
 

C. Draw a conclusion that explains an overall trend shown in the graph. 

Acceptable conclusions include:  

• The total number of female Senate candidates increased over time because both 
parties are responding to voters who want to vote for women.  

• The number of women candidates for the Senate increases over time, which might 
be due to how political parties have changed their messaging over time. 

• A broader recognition of the role of women in society has led to more women 
choosing to run for the Senate. 

• Democrats have been more successful in recruiting female Senate candidates to run 
for office than Republicans. 

1 point 
 

D. Explain how the data in the graph might affect political participation. 

Acceptable explanations include:  

• Women may be more encouraged to vote when they see female candidates on  
the ballot. 

• Since there are more women candidates for the Senate than before, political 
participation might increase because different demographic groups will feel more 
empowered by the political process. 

• Participation may decline among individuals who prefer male candidates for office. 

1 point 
 

 Total for question 2 4 points 
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Question 2 
 
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

 
Overview 
 
The Quantitative Analysis question expects responses that interpret data related to women 
candidates for the U.S. Senate, categorized by party, between 1980–2020. In part A responses were 
expected to identify the year with the fewest number of Democratic women candidates for the 
Senate. In part B responses were required to describe a difference in an overall trend in the graph. 
Additionally, in part C responses were expected to draw a conclusion that explains an overall trend 
shown in the graph. Finally, in part D responses were expected to explain how the data in the graph 
might affect political participation.  
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 4 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A. The response identifies “1988” as the year with the fewest 
number of Democratic women candidates. 
 
The response earned 1 point in part B. The response states “the number of democratic women 
candidates was consistently higher than the number of republican women candidates” which is an 
accurate description of an overall trend in the graph. 
 
The response earned 1 point in part C. The response states “there has been an overall increase in 
both democratic and republican women candidates ... which is a product of increasing gender 
equality movements,” which is an accurate explanation of a conclusion of an overall trend in the 
graph. 
 
The response earned 1 point in part D. The response states “The data in the graph might positively 
affect political participation by incouraging more people, specifically women, to get involved and 
interested in politics,” which is an accurate explanation of how the data in the graph might affect 
political participation. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 3 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A. The response correctly identifies “1988” as the year with the 
fewest number of Democratic women candidates. 
 
The response earned 1 point in part B. The response states “there have been typically more 
Democratic women candidates than Republican women candidates” which correctly describes the 
difference in the overall trend in the graph. 
 
The response earned 0 points in part C. The response fails to draw an accurate conclusion that 
explains the overall trend shown in the graph.  
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Question 2 (continued) 
 
The response earned 1 point in part D. The response states “because having more female candidates 
... might inspire more women to come out and vote” which is a sufficient explanation of how the data 
in the graph might affect political participation. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A. The response correctly identifies “1988” as the year with the 
fewest number of Democratic women candidates. 
 
The response earned 0 points in part B. The response does not sufficiently describe an overall trend 
in the graph. Stating “For most of the years Democrates were on top” does not provide enough 
accurate information to describe a difference in an overall trend in Democratic and Republican 
women candidates for the Senate. 
 
The response earned 0 points in part C. While the response states “over the years women have 
chossen Democrates because that is more of what the believe in” this does not provide enough 
information to explain a conclusion about the overall trend in the graph. 
 
The response earned 0 points in part D. While the response states “because women are voting 
Democratic rather then Republican” this does not provide an explanation for how the data in the 
graph about women candidates for Senate might affect political participation. 
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