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Question 3: Analytical Essay 5 points 

General Scoring Note 
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according 
to the preponderance of evidence. 
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The student offers a 
response that is totally 
irrelevant, totally 
incorrect, or merely 
restates the question. 

The student 
understands the 
question but offers no 
meaningful analysis. 
Although the student 
may not recognize the 
passages, the response 
contains some correct, 
relevant information. 

The student recognizes 
the passage(s) but 
presents only a weak 
essay. It may be 
confusing and lack 
organization, or it may 
rely on summary. It 
addresses (1) only 
portions of each passage, 
or (2) one passage well, 
but the other not at all. 

The student develops an 
adequate essay analyzing 
the expectations and 
responses. The essay 
reflects some 
understanding of the 
passages, OR the essay 
may be strong for one 
passage but weak for the 
other. Analysis (1) may not 
be well developed, (2) may 
rely on main ideas but few 
supporting details, or (3) 
may be more summary 
than analysis. 

The student develops a 
good essay analyzing the 
expectations and 
responses, providing main 
ideas and some 
supporting details. 
Although the analysis may 
not be nuanced, it is based 
on a sound understanding 
of the Latin. 

The student develops a 
strong essay analyzing the 
expectations and 
responses and 
consistently aligns it to 
Latin evidence. Occasional 
errors need not weaken 
the overall impression of 
the essay. 
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The student 
demonstrates no 
understanding of Latin 
in context. 

The student cites no 
Latin, or only individual 
Latin words, and exhibits 
either no understanding 
of the Latin in context, or 
a complete 
misunderstanding. 

The student provides 
little Latin support, 
taken out of context or 
misunderstood; or may 
use no Latin. 

The student may provide 
few accurate Latin 
citations from either 
passage; they may not be 
linked to the analysis or 
may fail to support it. Latin 
support may be strong for 
one passage but weak for 
the other. 

The student supports their 
argument with examples 
of Latin that are mostly 
accurate, specific, and 
relevant. While they are 
not plentiful, the 
examples are drawn from 
throughout both 
passages. 

The student supports their 
argument with examples 
of Latin that are plentiful, 
accurate, specific, and 
relevant. The Latin 
examples must be drawn 
from throughout both 
passages. 
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The student does not 
draw inferences and 
conclusions based on the 
passages. 

The student does not 
draw inferences and 
conclusions based on the 
passages. 

The student may make 
incorrect assumptions or 
make inferences and 
conclusions based on the 
passages only rarely. 

The student may display 
only limited 
understanding of implied 
information. 

The student makes some 
inferences and draws 
some conclusions that 
accurately reflect the Latin 
and support the analysis. 
The student may rely on 
what is stated or may 
make inaccurate 
inferences. 

The student consistently 
uses inferences and draws 
conclusions that 
accurately reflect the Latin 
and support the analysis. 
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The student shows no 
understanding or a 
thorough 
misunderstanding of 
context and provides no 
meaningful discussion of 
context or contextual 
references. 

The student shows no 
understanding or a 
thorough 
misunderstanding of 
context and provides no 
meaningful discussion of 
context or contextual 
references. 

The student may show 
no understanding or a 
thorough 
misunderstanding of 
context; references to 
context, if any, are 
irrelevant. 

The student may 
sometimes misunderstand 
contextual references or 
fail to connect them 
effectively to the analysis. 

The student uses specific 
contextual references that 
support the analysis. 

The student is able to use 
specific contextual 
references consistently in 
order to support the 
analysis. 
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Question 3 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

Responses were expected to demonstrate clear and coherent arguments about Latin texts and 
Roman culture, overall comprehension of Latin readings in the course syllabus, and analysis of the 
effects of language usage and stylistic features in Latin texts. 

Sample: 3A 
Score: 5 

The response presents a strong analysis of Juno’s request of Aeolus, Pullo’s challenge to Vorenus, and 
how Aeolus and Pullo each respond. For instance, “Juno expects Aeolus to obey her commands, which 
he does gladly, just like in Passage B, when Pullo expects Vorenus to compete with him over who out 
of the two is the most courageous and Vorenus happily comes along to prove his bravery.”  
  
The response also includes Latin references from throughout both passages which are plentiful, 
accurate, and specific to the argument. Indeed, citations from every line of both texts are recalled in 
ways that consistently advance the argument. For instance, citing lines 5–6 in Passage A, “Juno makes 
her request very clear. She wants Aeolus to kill Aeneas and the Trojans so that the race she hates will 
be no more.” In Passage B (lines 8–9): “The two men race into battle, matching each other’s courage 
and bravery with every step, just as Pullo expected.” Minor and infrequent inaccuracies do not detract 
from the overwhelming evidence presented to prove the thesis (e.g., “Nor indeed then does Vorenus 
hold himself in the wall, but with all fear having been let go follows closely.”).  
  
Additionally, the copious evidence is supported by consistent inferences and conclusions (e.g., “Pullo 
clearly challenges Vorenus to match his courage, asking him why he delays on the wall…”) and 
contextualization of the evidence (e.g., “Juno is filled with rage seeing the Trojan race still alive…”).  

Sample: 3B 
Score: 4 

The response presents a wealth of citations, which are generally stronger and more accurately 
translated for Passage A (e.g., line 6: “scatter their bodies on the sea”) but weaker for Passage B 
(e.g., line 4: “fiercest to fight”). The analysis and interpretation of those citations are sometimes 
accurate for Passage A (e.g., “She is not an enemy … grudges”) but again weaker for Passage B 
(e.g., Passage B: “features two friends arguing about what to do”). The essay reflects an 
understanding of the general context of each scene’s placement in and importance to its narrative, 
but specific details are often misrepresented (e.g., Passage A: “Juno’s commands … orders”). 
Additionally, there is some attempt at inference, albeit it is weak for both passages (e.g., Passage B: 
“Pullo forces … to disagree”). 
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Question 3 (continued) 

Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 

The response lacks a thesis and provides a general summary of the Latin, omitting significant portions 
of both. While there are some citations present, many are of little consequence and do not provide 
support for an argument (e.g., “tollere vento”). Several citations are misconstrued (e.g., “corpore 
Nymphae”). Key citations, such as “incute … obrue … dissice” and “Ne Vorenus quidem … subsequitur,” 
are missing.  
 
There is no mention of some critical elements of the passages whose inclusion would have earned the 
response a higher score (e.g., Juno’s expectation that Aeolus destroy the Trojan ships and Vorenus’ 
response to Pullo’s challenge). Additionally, incorrect assumptions and interpretations are made (e.g., 
Deiopea is a woman in a nymph’s body and Pullo and Vorenus are enemies who temporarily 
befriended each other instead of rivals for promotion within the army).  
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