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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Perspective Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

excellence in

presentational speaking

and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

* Presentation addresses

prompt only minimally

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

Presentation addresses
almost all aspects of
prompt, including
explanation of view or

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including explanation of
view or perspective

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of

results in very fragmented
language

results in fragmented
language

simple structures

2 perspective, but may lack view or perspective
9 detail or elaboration
E Lacks organization and Scattered information Portions may lack Generally organized and ¢ Well organized and Well organized and
o coherence generally lacks organization or coherence; coherent; use of coherent, with a coherent, with a clear
S organization and infrequent use of transitional elements and progression of ideas that is progression of ideas; use of
8 coherence; minimal or no transitional elements and cohesive devices may be generally clear; some use appropriate transitional
v use of transitional cohesive devices inconsistent of transitional elements elements and cohesive
2 elements and cohesive and cohesive devices devices
= devices
Cultural information Cultural information has Cultural information may Generally correct cultural * Minimal errors in cultural Cultural information is
almost entirely inaccurate frequent or significant have several inaccuracies information with some information accurate and detailed
or missing inaccuracies inaccuracies
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural flow Strained or unnatural flow ¢ Generally exhibits ease of Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes with frequently interferes with of expression sometimes of expression does not expression expression
comprehensibility comprehensibility interferes with interfere with
comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace marked Generally consistent pace ¢ Smooth pace with Natural pace with minimal
repetition repetition by some hesitation or with some unnatural occasional hesitation or hesitation or repetition
E repetition hesitation or repetition repetition, which does not
"'>" distract from the message
E Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation do ¢ Infrequent or insignificant Pronunciation virtually
=) pronunciation necessitate pronunciation necessitate sometimes necessitate not necessitate special errors in pronunciation error free
intense listener effort constant listener effort special listener effort listener effort
Constant use of register Frequent use of register Use of register and style May include several lapses ¢ Consistent use of register Consistent use of register
and style inappropriate to and style inappropriate to appropriate to situation is in otherwise consistent use and style appropriate to and style appropriate to
situation situation inconsistent or includes of register and style situation except for situation
many errors appropriate to situation occasional lapses
Insufficient, inappropriate Insufficient, inappropriate Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited * Variety of vocabulary and Rich vocabulary and idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms idioms, with sporadic
w constantly interfere with frequently interfere with interfere with errors
g comprehensibility comprehensibility comprehensibility
'c'D‘ Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical and Appropriate use of e Appropriate use of Variety of appropriate
< grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic syntactic structures grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic
2 structures significantly structures frequently sometimes interfere with structures, but with several structures, with sporadic structures, with minimal or
% interferes with interferes with comprehensibility errors in complex errors in complex no errors
S comprehensibility or comprehensibility or structures or limited to structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt
o Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The Cultural Perspective Presentation task assesses speaking skills in the presentational
communication mode by having students present their perspectives on a specific topic related to
Japanese culture. The prompt includes a statement in English identifying the audience and context,
and a presentation prompt to which students should respond. On this year’s exam, the prompt
instructed students to present their perspectives on the role of nature or the environment in Japanese
culture. They were to begin with an introduction, provide five detailed examples or aspects of
Japanese nature or the environment, explain their perspective, and end with a concluding remark.
Students had four minutes to prepare an outline and two minutes to record their responses. Each
response receives a holistic score based on task completion, delivery, language use, and the level of
cultural knowledge demonstrated in the presentation.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

AB, BIROBARDAL~DBIZHOWTEHELET, IALIBBEWLET, —DOHDOREIT, 6
DR BEEE 2 £3, FHilCLDE, H. RYICANDIBEWD, E-T, T b, ED
¥4, ZOo0EMIT., TLES—LATT, BEAXDOTLAFTHFwid &, RFEL, LWWHTFLES
— A, BB, ETHREVWEEE G2 ONE L, TOTLEF =L, £ELL T, < SAD
A, BLDET, = HOHORKIE, I TT, BHARIL, TIZoT5HI1T, ETHIEENT, B,

W2, KL T, &5, [EEBWD, ZORELH 2 FE LT, MOoHORHEIX, HEETT, IR0
EWVWOWERIZIZ, A2, AL, BRTY, HOHORHUIL, BREE, Bt T3, HAROEEHIL,

FEAEWRNTHY E3, X, BARNRKEZT, BARYD., BROUKIZ, 1Ebhz, b, KiF
ETT, HBUINEHITZNELE, LoD,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation directly addresses all aspects of prompt with thoroughness and detail. This response
discusses the impact of seasons on meals, the beautiful nature depicted in video games, the
Japanese environmental awareness regarding waste separation, old tales about the moon, and

tourist attractions in rural Japan (i.e., Z2H N B EE L 52T 20T L ESS—L0, LLL
T, 7K SADAD, BLOET ;s TIZ2pT5I1C, & THIEMERN &5 BAOBYHIZX, 1AL
W72 )2 & W £ 97). The response ends with a remark about what aspect of the Japanese culture the
student likes (i.e., 21X, BB KL Z T, AARN, BAROEIZ, fEbhiz, b, KiFETY). It
is well organized, utilizing consistent transitional elements (i.e., —> H O¥#&ix; —>OFi# s =>H
DEFE 5 1> H O 5 Foo B OFFK). The pace is natural, and the pronunciation is virtually error
free. This response uses register and style appropriate to the situation. The response showcases the
candidate’s cultural knowledge (e.g., FHilc L 5 & H. FUICANDI BN, E ST, THA
by EHEWET S IIESITHIT, ETHEMIYT, B, 12, FLTO, &2, [LEBWVD, £0
WELZHEZFE L pSREE WO WEEICIL, A2, H5H L. HATT). It also contains rich
vocabulary and idioms (e.g., ZHi N B E L 52 7 5 II &2 3T DHIT. & THIEMNT; B,
12, XFLTO, &2, [EeBOR, ZOE% 5 2 ¥ L7z) with minimal errors (e.g., HA2Y, & T
HBREWEEZL 2 BNE LT, HARIL, X %51 512). It demonstrates the use of a variety of
appropriate grammar (i.e., ZHilC L b &, H. FHIZANDIEBWN, E-C, T b, EWVE
95 BEIX. BARDKRLFE T, BARD, BAROXIZ, fEbe, Wb, KiF&T9).

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response

AARTR—F ¥ =2, £ThH, < IAX—TFT¥—N»N, HVET X, —F. B L, HLoF=V
—7BayH =X 0F, BRT, HATRKEZWTT L, F. BT, I, BUIdH v £, FEIKAED,
FARAT, BRI, FRIL, v r=v7 &, LET L, BERFEILZ ETHLELWTT, HOFE
TY, &, ETHEkED legends 28, XA T v —, HVET, Um Tk, &, FELIE, vV R
T, BRT, £ThH, =< &A, BELET, =8, BAEIL, &, =< A, R F =/ diversity 73,
HFEFT, K&, WE, FiEHV FI, v um HARIZ, BARIZX, #R, 72< Z A globally 7' =
—/b ANRTT, WU, AAGEO, AARGEOFEIL, x—Fv—0, ELW, BLWTT Lk, &
Wb ZfkAB L BIRAIZ, F—F v —0, AET, HE, BF. &, BLFE, &, HEED
UVF—iZ, x—F ¥ =0, 72 S, 72 S, LET I, 1TV, HnEH>T0VEHT, *—
Y

Commentary

The response suggests competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
response addresses the topic directly. This response discusses cherry blossom viewing in spring,
the legend of the snow woman, the richness of Japanese nature, family trips to enjoy the seasons,
and things related to nature, such as temples, souvenirs, and holidays (i.e., . FT. %, #i3db

DET, BIRHD, FIRHT, BRI, FEIL, v o=y 7 &, LETL L THRED
legends 78, XA F ¥ —. HV FT; AARFEIL. &, =< &, XA F /L diversity 28, HY F9
HAFED, HARFEOFEIL, *—F v =2, BLW, BLWTT LB, BARLE, ZRHLE, KA
X, X—F v =M, BRETBF, &, BLE &, BAFED, R T, F—F ¥ —»n, 72< &
oy T2< S Ay LET LX) The pace is inconsistent, marked by some hesitation or repetition, and it
requires listener effort (e.g., —%&F. B, U, L OF =2V —T oo P L —X 0T B, HET, BT
BIIH D E£F 0 BIKBO, FIRA T, BRI, FEIZ, v o=y, &, LET LTk, &,
EELF, LY KT BAREK, MR, 72-< EAglobally 7 12— 31 AKC9). This response
exhibits insignificant errors in pronunciation and appropriate use of register with occasional lapses
(e, =&, B BU, LTV —Tr vt A —X L, BART, HRTRKEWTT X 5 HAFE
O, BARFEOZFFEIT, F—TF ¥ —0n, BLW, BLWTT LB BF, &, BLE &, BAREOD,
RV TFT—X, XF—F ¥ =D, < SAh, < EA, LET X). Some vocabulary is inappropriate, and
it interferes with comprehensibility (i.e., *—F ¥ — ;U Fx V=T m vy A —X 1]

legends ; HAGEIL ;5 *A F = /L diversity ; globally ; ¥/~ ; i~ U 5 —), and some of the
vocabulary is English words (i.e., legends ; diversity ; globally). There are errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures that sometimes interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., & T H KR D legends 73,
FATF¥—, HVET s BFE, & BLE, &, BAEO, RV T—F, x—F ¥ —»0, < A,
72 &Ah, LETR)

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

This response could have earned a higher score by using vocabulary and grammatical patterns
correctly to express the five aspects, including the student’s views and opinions, with less hesitation
and less reliance on English words, such as “legend,” “diversity,” and “globally.”

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response

Zi 5, nnnum [short pause] FAlX, HAR—F ¥ —, 25, 56795, um HAFRX—F v —i%, & T
HLENWTT, HRIZ, X, X—F ¥ —DHFETT, BAFX—T ¥ —F XXX, &£ THHW, Um TH,
EThENV, um BAR—F v —iE, & Th clean, um LTV YA 27 V7, HimEN, £L T,
um HAR—F ¥ —(F, um £ TH, EhWnEEBnET, um L ETT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge.
It addresses the prompt only minimally. This response mentions the long history of Japanese nature
and its cleanliness and recycling. (i.e., HAX—F ¥ —ZXXX. & THHW, Un TH, & THEN
Wi ZLTYU YA 2 U 2). It lacks organization and coherence. The response contains labored
expressions, and they constantly interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., #A1%. HAR—F v —7», &
T5, um HARX—F ¥ —i&, & THLENWNTT, HRIZ, *. X—F ¥ =D& TH, BARAX—F ¥
— (% XXX). It is also marked by constant hesitation (e.g., = #17>5 . nnn um [short pause] #Ai%., HA
X —Fr—, B, F@HTH sum HAX—F v —IL, L THLENNTT ;Umn TH, & THE4L 5 um
HARX—F v —IiL, £ Thclean;um L CUH A2 VT HFER, £L T, um HAX—F v
—{%, um &£ T, & HuvET) and repetition (i.e., the word “*—F + —”). The use of
insufficient and inappropriate vocabulary constantly interferes with comprehensibility (i.e., *—J ¥
— 5 »7-F), and limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures (e.g., #Al%. HAR—F v —.
23, ®h9 5) constantly interferes with comprehensibility. This response could have earned a higher
score if it had addressed the topic directly and used more appropriate vocabulary and grammatical
patterns to express the five aspects, including the student’s views and opinions. Furthermore, a
smoother pace, less hesitation, and the use of the Japanese word H %A instead of % —F + — would
have contributed to a higher score.

© 2024 College Board.
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