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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Conversation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

excellence in
interpersonal speaking

in interpersonal speaking

Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

with comprehensibility
or results in very
fragmented language

with comprehensibility
or results in
fragmented language

with comprehensibility

in complex structures
or limited to simple
structures

errors in complex
structures

s minimally or marginally prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
ﬁ E an appropriate but basic but appropriate an appropriate thorough and very thorough and
,E o incomplete answer answer response appropriate response; appropriate response;
cE) may include includes elaboration
o elaboration and detail and detail
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural Strained or unnatural Generally exhibits ease o Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes frequently interferes flow of expression flow of expression does of expression expression
with comprehensibility with comprehensibility sometimes interferes not interfere with
with comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace Generally consistent Smooth pace with e Natural pace with
repetition repetition marked by some pace with some occasional hesitation or minimal hesitation or
hesitation or repetition unnatural hesitation or repetition, which does repetition
repetition not distract from the
E message
; Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation Infrequent or e Pronunciation virtually
g pronunciation pronunciation sometimes necessitate do not necessitate insignificant errors in error free
necessitate intense necessitate constant special listener effort special listener effort pronunciation
listener effort listener effort
Constant use of Frequent use of Use of register and May include several Consistent use of e Consistent use of
register and style register and style style appropriate to lapses in otherwise register and style register and style
inappropriate to inappropriate to situation is inconsistent consistent use of appropriate to appropriate to
situation situation or includes many errors register and style situation except for situation
appropriate to occasional lapses
situation
Insufficient, Insufficient, Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary e Rich vocabulary and
inappropriate inappropriate vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms and idioms, with idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms interfere with sporadic errors
o constantly interfere frequently interfere comprehensibility
S with comprehensibility with comprehensibility
t-';' Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical Appropriate use of Appropriate use of o Excellent use of
g grammatical and grammatical and and syntactic grammatical and grammatical and grammar and syntax,
g syntactic structures syntactic structures structures syntactic structures, syntactic structures, with minimal or no
< significantly interferes frequently interferes sometimes interfere but with several errors with sporadic errors
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

o Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e Notin Japanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluates students’ speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode through
simulated conversations. It begins with an English statement introducing an interlocutor and
conversation topic: You will have a conversation with Chie Hisano, a Japanese teacher at your school,
about your preparation for a trip to Japan. This is followed by a series of four related prompts in
Japanese. After each prompt, students have 20 seconds to respond.

Students engaged in a conversation on this year’s exam with Chie Hisano, a Japanese teacher at
their school, discussing their upcoming trip to Japan.

To succeed in the task, students needed to:
1. respond to the interlocutor’s inquiry about precautions in Japan;
2. suggest activities for the long flight;
3. mention a place they are eager to visit in Japan; and
4. respond to the interlocutor’s encouragement for an enjoyable trip.

Each of the four responses is evaluated holistically based on how well it accomplishes the assigned
task.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
W, R, BARIITEET, RE, 2o TOZ LiE, RANKIS, T Rnz & EBWET T
. BRI, PuninwelBnETo T, KkEBWET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a very thorough and
appropriate response (i.e., 5%, 22 THOZ Eid, RAMEIZ, HTF WD & & BunET),
including elaboration and detail by mentioning overall safety in Japan (i.e., H KL, 72W\Wiz\W&E4 b
BnFET 0T, Kk E BuE9). The expression is naturally flowing with minimal hesitation. The
pronunciation is virtually error free, and the register and style are appropriate to the situation. The
response contains rich vocabulary (e.g., 72 A2y, 2T 7220 720 720y, Z242) and complex syntactic
structures with minimal errors (e.g., 5% . D2l TOZ Lidfor RaDF 5 Z &L, et BnET
for ZZ4=72 L B E ).

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
T, oS, IR mWE, SFHDN, KREIERWES, £ELT, RAR—F&2, WOb, &
DEFTON

Commentary
This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (i.e., 73 & fii %, SFHDON, K& BN FES; S AR—
K&, Woh, H Y FF). The pace is generally consistent with some strained or unnatural flow of
expression that does not interfere with comprehensibility. Register and style are appropriate to the
situation with use of the ¥ 7~ form. Vocabulary use is generally appropriate, and inappropriate use of
vocabulary, such as /SAR— F &, \WoH, HY EF for SAKR— %, o4, FFHE T, does not
necessitate special listener effort. The response exhibits appropriate grammar use with minor errors
(e.g., KY) & B vE 7 should be K¥)72 & v yF 9). This response would have earned a higher score
had it provided elaboration and detail and included more complex grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
[long silence] . K& DIF 72\ & Wo TRVWDIL, H—. 72< & A [long pause] SV T & %
b, TNIX, - 2—A

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally by making a general statement of things travelers are not supposed to forget (i.e., 72 < Z A,
SAUZ2WNZ & %), but the answer is incomplete as it does not specifically mention things not to forget.
Labored expressions and frequent hesitations (e.g., * * &». K& T2V E; H. FiL, » - H—
/) interfere with comprehensibility. Insufficient vocabulary, such as the phrase V> T7Z2\W\ D%
missing a word, results in fragmented language (i.e., SIL72W\WZ & &2, H. THUL, * * I —A).

This response would have earned a higher score had it more directly addressed the prompt and
exhibited a better control of language.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
L, 7 =D Ens, T CL o ez ey M LET, HlZIE. DMEAE
D, DKV ET, FLT, 5 A, REBROODHETEND, HFERKREFTHAET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
thoroughly and appropriately, including elaboration and detail about activities during the long flight
(e, Z7uv=2DVuy=r M LET ; IFXKEFH A ET). The flow of expression is natural and
is easily understood. The pronunciation is virtually error free with minimal fillers and consistent use
of register and style. The response demonstrates excellent use of grammar and syntax (i.e., 4 72>
b AEFHTe O b AT 727>5) with minimal hesitation (i.e.,, 2. 2< V4 ; 5 A, KEFON).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
KT Z EDBRVWEEBNET, BT, H, RITHRICb X o & B, VT v 7 A TERNODOT, Kid
WoObd, FrWnET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (i.e., /Kfk¥e = & 23 W72 & v E 7). The pace is generally
consistent with some unnatural pauses (e.g., repeated use of “%7”) that do not interfere with the
message. Errors in grammar do not interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., /KfkZe ; KXW > FmWN
% 7). Pronunciation, as well as register and style, is appropriate. This response would have earned
a higher score had it contained a greater variety of vocabulary and idioms and more complex
structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
X, 774 b—DiE, Lo T, « « FHUT—, 9o, TEIZ—NRFELIE—¢E— 2o—I1TA

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally with a mention of the flight and one activity (%41 & (Z—2%2% L 7%2—) and a suggestion of
another (/%A ), but the response is incomplete. Labored expressions frequently interfere with
comprehensibility. In addition, limited vocabulary and grammar control interferes with
comprehensibility (7 74 F—®i&, L 772 7). This response would have earned a higher score
had it shown better control of vocabulary and grammar.

© 2024 College Board.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
%2y, HILTT, WAL, ., HEVGBHEHICLRNWETE, H, S IAB LW ERHY £,
b, T2 2 KER, BT — L REEE006, KER, #7720V TT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
thoroughly and appropriately, including elaboration and detail through its knowledge about Tokyo
(e, 2. HHRTY, WX, &, DEVGEHEANLLRWNWETE, H, <SAE LW ERZHD £
9°) and a specific example with a reason (i.e., 7= & 2 1%, FKEEF, FAY — L KEF & 727)>5). The flow of
expression is natural and is easily understood. The pronunciation is virtually error free with minimal
fillers. The response consistently uses the appropriate register and style for the situation with
minimal errors (i.e., fa#tH) U 2 227210 &£ for (oftid Tldd U £+ A A3). The response uses complex
structures with appropriate cohesive devices (e.g., 7= & 2% ; ~7>5) with minimal errors (U 721>
72 Efor CoZaniFEor LodH D EHAD).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
b—. X, ROz vZ27E£d, 17 —FF, —FZTEET, arEEFbrotBHLAN
L. H—BWLWEWHR, < SATT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (i.e., FAlZ H A D = > ¥ %17 X £97). Somewhat strained flow of
expression (i.e.,, 2> E&2{7& £, 17&—F7), hesitation (i.e., »—), and repetition (i.e., 2> %
fra$d, 17&—%4, —&F%17% £7) do not interfere with comprehensibility. Inappropriate
vocabulary (e.g., = > E') does not necessitate special listener effort. The response consistently uses
the appropriate register and style for the situation. The response contains appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic structures with minor errors that do not interfere with comprehensibility
(e.g., 2 bEZEITEET; —FEITZET; BLLAWE ; 72< ZATY). This response would have
earned a higher score had it had appropriate use of grammar and more variety of vocabulary and
idioms.

© 2024 College Board.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
H—. AL - FIEBED - - FIEBD « - FIRNTZX2WTT, ZL T, HbDO— =+ « 2o— L,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally, mentioning only what the speaker wants to do (i.e., fI& 737272y 7). The response is
incomplete as it does not explicitly mention where to go. Frequent hesitation and repetition interfere
with comprehensibility (e.g., f1& D « « F1LD - « FIRLH 72 ~72 TT). This response would have
earned a higher score had it directly addressed the prompt and exhibited a better control of language.

© 2024 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

W, A ARARNRELDDY L 2512600 TT, ZRAD UL H72< T, H—, WAARK
BB LT, WAALRBERENTZD, b—, £L T WAARANICHE->T, AARGELSEE
ZZ L CHRITI, LE, KBRT D00 EENET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a very thorough and
appropriate response, including elaboration (e.g., 72 A ® U < % 72 < T) and details of things the
student wants to do in Japan (e.g., WAAR UL ZEER L7200, WAARBEWYE R0, WA NAH
2 NICHE ST, HAGE L £55% L Q). The response is natural and flowing with minimal hesitation.
It has virtually error-free pronunciation with consistent use of register and style that is appropriate

for the situation. It contains rich vocabulary (e.g., /B L 7= v ; %> - ) and excellent use of

syntactic structures (e.g., AARMNIE LD DY £ Z IR 572H0WTT; WAAR L ERER L= 0 |
WANIRBE_Ya B RTZD).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
T, ETHEZO LY, T, 2—&, BAE-T, 2OV HIEEFENTT, H—, 0 ) &—,
DHETETHELY, EEBNET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (i.e., {Z\), & TH7=d LV, T9). The pace is generally
consistent with some unnatural flow of expression that does not interfere with comprehensibility
(e.g., z—&. MAIT-T; H—., O 9 &—, O L T). The response consistently uses register
and style that are appropriate to the situation. Use of appropriate but limited vocabulary and
grammatical structures does not interfere with comprehensibility significantly (e.g., 23 AiE~> T, =
DO 9 Z[FEVTT). The response generally exhibits appropriate grammar but is limited to
simple structures. This response would have earned a higher score had it contained a more thorough
response and a better use of language.

© 2024 College Board.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
IV, H 2t S X VET, H—[longpause] D rZH. LTWET, bV nEH, Leta—

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides an appropriate (i.e., IX\, Y 23 & 9 T XV E77) but incomplete answer

(i.e., X Z 5. LTWZE9). The response uses register and style that are inappropriate to situation
(i.e., Cx%2—). Insufficient vocabulary and limited control of grammar result in fragmented language.
This response would have earned a higher score had it exhibited more information and a better
control of language.

© 2024 College Board.
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