2024

AP Japanese Language

and Culture

Sample Student Responses
and Scoring Commentary

Inside:

Interpersonal Writing—Text Chat
I Scoring Guidelines
M Student Samples

I Scoring Commentary

© 2024 College Board. College Board, Advanced Placement, AP, AP Central, and the acorn logo are registered
trademarks of College Board. Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.

AP Central is the official online home for the AP Program: apcentral.collegeboard.org.

E AP




AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Text Chat 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

excellence in
interpersonal writing

in interpersonal writing

e Addresses prompt
minimally or marginally

TASK
COMPLETION

Directly addresses
prompt and provides an
appropriate but
incomplete answer

Directly addresses
prompt and provides a
basic but appropriate
answer

¢ Directly addresses
prompt and provides an
appropriate response

Directly addresses
prompt and provides a
thorough and
appropriate response;
may include elaboration
and detail

¢ Directly addresses
prompt and provides a
very thorough and
appropriate response;
includes elaboration
and detail

e Labored expression
constantly interferes
with comprehensibility

e Errors in orthography
and mechanics very
frequent or significantly
interfere with
readability

DELIVERY

e Constant use of register
and style inappropriate
to situation

Labored expression
frequently interferes
with comprehensibility

Errors in orthography
and mechanics frequent
or interfere with
readability

Frequent use of register
and style inappropriate
to situation

Strained or unnatural
flow of expression
sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility

Errors in orthography
and mechanics may be
frequent or interfere
with readability

Use of register and style
appropriate to situation
is inconsistent or
includes many errors

e Strained or unnatural
flow of expression does
not interfere with
comprehensibility

e Errors in orthography
and mechanics do not
interfere with
readability

e May include several
lapses in otherwise
consistent use of
register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease
of expression

Infrequent or
insignificant errors in
orthography and
mechanics

Consistent use of
register and style
appropriate to situation
except for occasional
lapses

¢ Natural, easily flowing
expression

e Orthography and
mechanics virtually
error free

¢ Consistent use of
register and style
appropriate to situation

Insufficient,
inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere
with comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and
syntactic structures
significantly interferes
with comprehensibility
or results in very
fragmented language

LANGUAGE USE

Insufficient,
inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere
with comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and
syntactic structures
frequently interferes
with comprehensibility
or results in fragmented
language

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical
and syntactic structures
sometimes interfere
with comprehensibility

e Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

e Appropriate use of
grammatical and
syntactic structures, but
with several errors in
complex structures or
limited to simple
structures

Variety of vocabulary
and idioms, with
sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and
syntactic structures,
with sporadic errors in
complex structures

Rich vocabulary and
idioms

Excellent use of
grammar and syntax,
with minimal or no
errors

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “l'don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response)
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Sample: A

TV, FATHWET, BAROIKIZIZ, WAALRT—LRBLHRDZ ERM-oTWET, 728 20X,
FATEER, WD, WAALLRTHRITOR L HRIZ DWW THI> TWET,

Sample: B

FRT, e SARBERDbE B 2 F Lc, To&z2E, >EHD TY,
Sample: C

HARDS D AINEEW L A0 TT,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

Text Chats 1-6 evaluate students’ interpersonal communicative writing skills through a simulated
exchange of text messages. The prompt includes a statement in English identifying an interlocutor
and the conversation topic, followed by a series of brief messages to which students must respond.
Each message consists of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English that provides
guidance on what is expected in the response. Students have 90 seconds to read and respond to each
message in the text-chat exchange.

Students participated in a text-chat exchange on this year’s exam with Yui Yamada, a news reporter,
about studying Japanese culture.

To respond successfully, students needed to:
1. explain what they have learned about Japanese culture;
provide specific examples of how they study Japanese culture;
explain their preferences;
give their opinions about Japanese culture;
describe the types of Japanese culture they would like to experience in Japan; and
offer advice to those planning to study Japanese language and culture.

oA WDN

Each of the six responses is evaluated holistically based on how well it accomplishes the assigned
task.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate response (i.e., H KD ALIZIL, WAART—LB L H2D
ERHOTWET, 7mE X, TATEES, D70, WAARTFHAITOR L HRIT DN THI- T
vV % 97). This response exhibits natural, easily flowing expressions with a clear progression of ideas
(e.g., HRDILIZIX, WAART —I; 7ol 213, [TATEER, D70, WAAZRFHtHIITOR L
H %). It is well organized and coherent and consistently uses register and style appropriate to the
situation. Orthography and mechanics are virtually error free. The response exhibits rich vocabulary
(e.g., 7D 7=; FiL\1F) and excellent use of syntactic structures with sporadic errors (e.g., H ARD 3L
fLizix for BAROIALIZOWTIE ; Bb bl eMNfor BH LD L %),

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an example (i.e., AT, 72 SABRDOULEE 2 E L1z, 72& 21E, 72HoFEHDV T
7). It generally exhibits ease of expression with minor errors in orthography that do not interfere
with readability (i.e., ¥ % % L7z for v % L 7z). This response has a consistent use of register and
style appropriate to the situation. This response uses appropriate but limited vocabulary and simple
syntactic structures (i.e., 72 & 21X, 2> FHOVD TT; =< SAHARD LA E %2 F L72). This
response would have earned a higher score if it had provided more information about Japanese
culture, using more varied vocabulary and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt
marginally by mentioning .5 9 A/7)» and provides an incomplete answer. Labored expressions such

as 59 A and B L AUV T significantly interfere with comprehensibility. Errors in
orthography and mechanics also interfere with readability (e.g., 5 9 A7 for 30fk; L AU for
Bt LAV, The response exhibits insufficient vocabulary and limited control of syntactic structures.
This response would have earned a higher score if it had addressed the prompt completely,
explaining more about Japanese culture, and exhibited a better control of language.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Sample: A

L, BAROT = ACME R EA2 R THATHWET, BROT = A3 TCHMET, NEDIHAWT
T, FROA R v, DA R MIBIMLTWAFy 77 X —EDFEIX, L THLTT

Sample: B

AREFATH LWHEEZTZD | BB T AOXFELTEE 2R /MM L TWET,
Sample: C

LA ADKERS ST, WESSME LD UE LB TES

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
indicating ways that culture is studied, specifically mentioning anime and films. The response is
appropriate and thorough, as elaboration and detail are included (i.e., HAD 7 = X % & TH#HHE T,
WA b i AV CT9). The manner of expression is natural and flows easily (e.g., HAK®D 7 = *
el ERTHEATHET, ETHMET, IARDEAWVWTT; ZML TS Xy T 7 ¥ —iED5E). There
are no errors in orthography or mechanics. The register and style are consistent and appropriate to
the situation (e.g., #A TV & 9 T97; T79), namely, communicating with a news reporter. The
response makes excellent use of grammar and syntax (e.g., 7 = A <CHLE 72 £, & T HiwEET; Wb
ARy MBI TWAF v 7 7 #—iE). The last phrase (i.e., & T% T79) seems to be missing a
word, but the message is conveyed.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response by indicating that the culture is studied through reading books
and listening to conversations in films. The style used is appropriate (i.e., 58 L T\ F 7). The
vocabulary is also appropriate for the situation but is somewhat limited. The response uses
appropriate syntax structures (e.g., 7= Y ; 7223 %), although it contains an error in a phrase (i.e., H.35
%72 Y should be something like ¥i5& % %A 721 ). The response would have earned a higher score
with better use of vocabulary and grammar.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt by providing a method used in studying culture. The response is appropriate but incomplete.
The labored expression in the latter half of the response (i.e., #1= x ® U X x BT £ 7)) interferes
with comprehensibility, and orthographic errors (e.g., U X £ 3 for U w X x 9 %) interfere with
readability as well (e.g., 73 5; #1 % x; UX x). The style is appropriate using the &9 form, but the
response displays limited control of grammar (e.g., % T for & - T; T for X°- ), with errors
making the intended structure unclear (e.g., U X x 3<°TC % 7). This response would have earned a
higher score by providing an additional way of studying culture with more accurate orthographic
representation and a better control of language.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3
Sample: A

HoHRE, BERVOT Y=l NERYAE Le, BARGEREDOKELE —EIT, EEIZHOWTT—XA
CRBFEEVE L, 7T ADEIT, KiEEALoTHE L, FHUITETHEHE LT EENET,

Sample: B

SHEATHRIZITS EHTITITEE LT, FLTITIRA—UNELS SABRELET A DITEZHEE
IRV —IT— & ThEFE L,

Sample: C

T AARDH FER T =2 b

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with the student explaining the preference of what Japanese cultural project was most enjoyable.
Furthermore, elaboration is provided by details of the cultural project in which the respondent
engaged (e.g., B AGEREDOKEL —AIT, EEIZOWTT —RAERBEEIEV LT, 7 7 ADHIT,
Vak % °» CHE L72). The response is well organized and coherent with a clear progression of
ideas how the project was done (e.g., ® 5 Rf; 7 7 A DH(|C; Z #1iZ). Orthography and mechanics are
virtually error free except for —/E1Z for —##%!Z. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to
the situation. The response contains rich vocabulary (e.g., F43 0 ; BtV flA F L7-; ¥558). Excellent
use of grammar and syntax are evident with minimal errors (e.g., 7 — A L ¥EF Z1EV £ L7- for 7 —
A ZNE>THF% LE L72). Aminor error in particles (e.g.,, 72 ¥ =7 2BV A E LT for 71
V7 MIERY A FE L72) does not interfere with comprehensibility.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with the student explaining the preference of what Japanese culture-related activity was most
enjoyable (e.g., 7 A U WIZE XD & ZITHRNPVDOIL—IT— & THhH&E E L7, ). Strained or unnatural
flow of expressions does not interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., 8 FF/E TCHARIZIT &; T A —V
7= < S A7z L). Errors in orthography and mechanics do not interfere with readability (e.g., 8
FEATHRIITS & T AU R SABNEZL, T AYBIZEZD for 7 AU DR D; I3V di
—|¥—¢& for £V LR — 1), Errors in particles do not interfere with readability (e.g., #L—IX— & TH»»
XFELfor—IE—¢Z20nEE L 20V DiL—IF— L& for BV L7AR— ). The response contains
appropriate but limited vocabulary and structures (e.g., HFIZITE ¥ L7z; 7»& £ L72). This
response would have earned a higher score had it contained a wider variety of vocabulary, used
more complex grammatical structures with accuracy, and included more elaboration and detail.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The answer is incomplete
because it does not clearly explain whether the mentioned project (e.g., &i47) was enjoyable. Errors
in orthography interfere with readability (e.g., (¥= = 7 b). It includes insufficient vocabulary and
demonstrates limited control of language. The response would have earned a higher score had it
answered the question more directly and demonstrated better control of language use.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Sample: A

HAROALIFMOE DO L & & THEWE T, BHARDOFERATESCHARDREL 28N ETHHEAWTT,
HARTIET - ATHRERIITL ZEDR - Y LE LT,

Sample: B
HASLET AU bz E THH08 5 T, TH HABIZW W & EWET,
Sample: C

HARDFEE~ A — FEWET,

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing by directly addressing the prompt
and providing a very thorough and appropriate response. The inclusion of elaboration and detail,
such as HARTIZ — A THFERITITS T EDRU-< W LE L7z, shows a deep engagement with the
topic and a clear effort to provide specific examples. The expression flows naturally and easily,
exemplified by sentences like HAD ALIIMDOE DO/ & & THEWET, HAROFREFESLHAD
R Zp s & CTH i AV T, Orthography and mechanics are virtually error free. The consistent use
of register and style are appropriate to the situation, as seen in phrases like JEW\ 7, [ H VT,
and "> < Y L% L7-. The vocabulary is rich and varied with terms like ft.®[E and "> < 9.
Moreover, the excellent use of grammar and syntax is evident, with only minimal errors, such as —
NTHFERNTAT Z Do < W L E L7= instead of the more accurate — A TERIZITL Z &I »
< Y L& L7-. Additionally, this response demonstrates cultural awareness, as illustrated by the
observation about children going to school alone in Japan. This insight shows a thoughtful
consideration of cultural differences and enhances the authenticity and relevance of the response.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing by directly addressing the prompt
and providing an appropriate response, as illustrated by H A ® {kidv vy & EuyE 97, There are
some errors in orthography, such as 7 9 T9 instead of 73\ % 9", but they do not interfere with
readability. The use of register and style is appropriate for the situation with phrases like ©7% 9 T39°
and £ E 9. The vocabulary use is appropriate but limited. Terms such as H A Sk; 7 * U 4 3¢{k;
5239, and W & B E F are suitable but do not show a wide range of expression. The response
makes appropriate use of grammatical and syntactic structures, while there are some errors in more
complex sentences. For example, H A b E 7 A U Z 3T & TH B H TF should be H AL &
T AU kT E TH B2V E T, To earn a higher score, the response would have benefited from
using more varied vocabulary and complex structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing by directly addressing the
prompt but providing an appropriate yet incomplete answer. Errors in orthography, such as = % — k
instead of =— =— 7, interfere with readability and make it challenging for the reader to understand
the intended meaning. The insufficient vocabulary frequently interferes with comprehensibility.
Inappropriate vocabulary use, such as = % — I for == =—7, further diminishes the clarity of the
response. Limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures results in fragmented language.
For example, H ADF =~ % — U E 9 should be A ADFE fEIZ2=—7 72 L Hu E 9. More
information and a better control of language would have earned a higher score.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5
Sample: A

Fx, BAROBEERTEHEZ LT, Lo TAHALWTT, fax OFFEHODHZEDRIZAE ORI > TH
T, B CERLLEZDD TEOMENZNWTT,

Sample: B

TR & BTHIL T TAHIZWT, RRICE~E BN THIZNTT,
Sample: C

& & L ALRE 2T o TV ANE L,

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with thoroughness and detail about the student’s desire to try out Japanese vending machines (i.e.,
B x DFEEODIHEH DORLTZ_RE DIV > TWT, < TEBLLE % 5). In describing the appeal
of these automated machines, there is a clear progression of ideas through the use of cohesive
devices (e.g., ™) and rich vocabulary (e.g., H Blx784% ; 7E%H). Delivery is generally natural and
easily flowing, although H k7284 K. T could be better phrased as F @5k % {# > TA7-\\N T
Sporadic errors (e.g., 2% OFE%H should be . % 72 fii%H) are minor and do not interfere with overall
comprehensibility. An error in kanji conversion (i.e., 2 % % should have been ® % %) and the
absence of kanji in three consecutive words (i.e., D&t D72 D A3 [FV - TV T) somewhat
impede readability, but the rest of the response is typed appropriately with kanji from the AP kanji
list. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to situation.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. The student directly addresses the
prompt by expressing a wish to do activities at two different cities in Japan (i.e., 5#B ; KFK).
However, the two experiences are combined into one sentence a little awkwardly with 17> T#&7=\»
. It would have been better to separate them into two sentences and add a cohesive device such as
% L T at the start of the second sentence. Particle errors (e.g., 52 could be FHR T or HHD ; K
P = should be X[z C) do not interfere with comprehensibility. All kanji from the AP kanji list are
typed with the exception that T % can be typed as =f. Register and style are consistent and
appropriate to the situation. This response would have earned a higher score had it contained more
detail using appropriate grammatical structures and a wider variety of vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It appears to address the
prompt with a statement of wanting to go to specific places in Japan (i.e., J& & & t##15), but the
labored expression (1T 72 23Z L\ 42 would be better written as 17 72\ C9 or 7> TH=WT
9°) contributes to the impression of limited language use. The initial error in orthography (/& &
instead of 5{#%) significantly affects both readability and comprehensibility. The response would
have earned a higher score if it had demonstrated better control of language use and correct
orthography.

© 2024 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6
Sample: A

F9, FEEVDSIXOEIWZIE ) DWW EBWET, #KEAE BT, bbb iant ., FEELAE-
T, HFADERZ D VEZTAHATHNREWEBWET,

Sample: B

W, FADT RAAL ZENA LR AAGEIZE THTEWEONDL, KK ARAZT L HIDHFRRNEENWE
—ng

Sample: C
FLDOT RARA A BHARGEDL UL ARG IZ4F& LT
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt (i.e.,
T, FEEVSEWVEWZIE D 28 & B E90) and provides a very thorough and appropriate
answer, including elaboration and details (e.g., (IO B 7 & | BEEZfH > T; WD E K EZ D
< &z THTHN). The delivery exhibits natural and easily flowing expressions. Orthography
and mechanics are virtually error free. The response uses consistent register and style appropriate to
the situation. The response contains rich vocabulary (% 3%5; #Gil; #¢2; &) and excellent use of
syntactic and grammatical structures (BV 721F 9 23 Wy, (Al 2323070 5 722\ &) with minimal errors

(A TH D for 7= J53).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. This response directly addresses
the prompt and provides an appropriate response (i.e., X < XA X X 9 D F N E ). The unnatural
flow of expression does not interfere with comprehensibility. There are no significant errors in
orthography and mechanics, but some words can be written using AP kanji (e.g., 7>A U for #5; ~
A& X 9 for fl#). The use of register and style of this response are appropriate to the situation. It
uses appropriate but limited vocabulary (e.g., 7>A U; 72\ &->) and grammatical and syntactic
structures with minimal errors (e.g., 72V 25 for 72WED7E00 5 RAE X H D5 for fhik L 7=
#573). Use of varied vocabulary and more complex structures would result in a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It attempts to directly address
the prompt (i.e., LD 7 K31 R), but the labored expression, such as FAD 7 K31 A HARGEN L
73, makes the answer incomplete. Insufficient vocabulary interferes with comprehensibility, and the
limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures results in fragmented language (i.e., H A&E)»
SAEBIA K 12 4= L C). The response would have earned a higher score if it provided more specific
advice with a better control of language.
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	Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
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