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Question 1: Conceptual Analysis 4 points 

(A) Describe a function of an electoral regulatory organization (also called an election
commission).

Acceptable descriptions include:

• An electoral regulatory organization can do any of the following:
o set various rules about ballot access and competition.
o oversee, monitor, or run elections.
o Enforce campaign laws.
o ensure ballot access for candidates.
o provide opportunities for voters to vote.
o establish voting locations, times, and technology.
o count votes in elections.
o Protect polling places.
o set rules for campaign ads.

1 point 

(B) Describe an election rule that enhances political competition.

Acceptable descriptions include:

• Establishing quotas (regional, gender, or cultural).
• Establishing a proportional election system.
• Creating an independent election commission.
• Reducing qualifications for running in elections.
• Lowering the threshold for winning seats in the legislature.
• Allowing equal media access for all candidates.

1 point 

(C) Explain how electoral regulatory organizations contribute to democratization.

Acceptable explanations include:

• Electoral regulatory organizations contribute to democratization by:
o managing the fairness of elections to improve electoral competition.
o reducing voter fraud to increase the legitimacy of the results.
o improving transparency to increase the public’s trust in elections.
o providing the possibility of alternation of power to increase government

legitimacy or stability.
o adhering to rule of law to promote government legitimacy.

1 point 

(D) Explain why an authoritarian political system would use an electoral regulatory
organization.

Acceptable explanations include:

• Authoritarian political systems may use electoral regulatory organizations to:
o limit opposition candidates from appearing on the ballot.
o create the appearance of fairness/legitimacy.
o solidify the ruling party’s control.

1 point 

Total for question 1 4 points 
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Question 1 
Conceptual Analysis 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to assess students’ understanding of electoral regulatory 
organizations (also called election commissions). Students were expected to describe a function of 
an electoral regulatory organization. In addition, students had to describe an election rule that 
enhances political competition. Students then needed to explain how electoral regulatory 
organizations contribute to democratization. Finally, students needed to explain why an authoritarian 
political system would use an electoral regulatory organization. 

Sample: 1A 
Score: 4 
 
(A) The response earned 1 point for describing a function of an electoral regulatory organization as 
“making sure electoral procedures are followed.” 
 
(B) The response earned 1 point for describing an election rule that enhances political competition 
by stating, “Proportional representation allows for a multi-party system where even a minority party 
can participate.” 
 
(C) The response earned 1 point for explaining how electoral regulatory organizations contribute to 
democratization. The response explains that they contribute “by allowing free, fair, & competitive 
elections” which “ensures that the power is in the hands of the people.” 
 
(D) The response earned 1 point for explaining that an authoritarian political system would use an 
electoral regulatory organization “that is not independent in order to make sure a single person, 
group, or party stays in power.” 

Sample: 1B 
Score: 3 
 
(A) The response earned 1 point for describing a function of an electoral regulatory organization as 
“vetting candidates.” 
 
(B) The response earned 1 point for describing an election rule that enhances political competition 
by stating, “Mexico’s rule that a certain number of candidates on the ballot for position in the 
legislative branch are women.” 
 
(C) The response did not earn a point for explaining how electoral regulatory organizations 
contribute to democratization because it states that electoral regulatory organizations “ensure that 
candidates elected will not abuse their power.” The response does not make a causal link between 
electoral organizations and democratization. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
(D) The response earned 1 point for explaining why an authoritarian political system would use an 
electoral regulatory organization by stating, “they are able to control which candidates are vetted or 
not … This gives the government more control over which candidates fill positions.” 

Sample: 1C 
Score: 1 
 
(A) The response did not earn a point for describing a function of an electoral regulatory organization 
because it describes two goals but does not describe a function. 
 
(B) The response did not earn a point for describing an election rule that enhances political 
competition because a “multiparty system” is not an election rule. 
 
(C) The response did not earn a point for explaining how electoral regulatory organizations 
contribute to democratization because it does not make a link between “making sure elections are 
free and fair and making sure elections happen every 5 years” with democratization. 
 
(D) The response earned 1 point for explaining why an authoritarian political system would use an 
electoral regulatory organization by explaining the link between giving “an illusion of freedom and 
fair election to the public” with “a sense of freedom and democracy.” 
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