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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to
the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests competence in Demonstrates Suggests excellence in Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses
prompt only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence; very disjointed
sentences or isolated
words

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information
generally lacks organization
and coherence; minimal or
no use of transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; fragmented
sentences

Cultural information has
several inaccuracies

* Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

* Portions may lack
organization or coherence;
infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
disconnected sentences

e Cultural information is
generally correct but has
some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt but may
lack detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is
accurate but may lack
detail

* Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt

¢ Well organized and
coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is

generally clear; some use of

transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
connected discourse of
paragraph length

e Cultural information is
accurate and detailed

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail

Well organized and
coherent, with a clear
progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; well-connected
discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is
ample, accurate, and
detailed

DELIVERY

Very labored pace and
intonation, with constant
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate intense
listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Labored pace and
intonation, with frequent
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate constant
listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

¢ Inconsistent pace and
intonation, with hesitation
and repetition that
interfere with
comprehension

e Errors in pronunciation
(including tones)
sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

o Use of register appropriate
to situation is inconsistent
or includes many errors

Generally consistent pace
and intonation, with
intermittent hesitation and
repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including
tones), which do not
necessitate special listener
effort

May include several lapses
in otherwise consistent use
of register appropriate to
situation

* Smooth pace and
intonation, with occasional
hesitation and repetition

e Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including
tones)

e Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

except for occasional lapses

Natural pace and
intonation, with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Accurate pronunciation

(including tones), with
minimal errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

LANGUAGE USE

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning; repeated
interference from another
language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning

e Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

* Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

e Appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with sporadic
errors

e Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit
* Mere restatement of the prompt

¢ Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
¢ Not in Mandarin Chinese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This question assessed speaking ability in the presentational mode of communication by requiring
students to give an oral presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic as if they were speaking to
their Chinese class. The AP Chinese Language and Culture course content related to this question is
the Unit on Families and Communities. The question was comprised of a single prompt, which
identified the cultural topic and asked students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and
explain its significance. After hearing and reading the topic, students had four minutes to prepare
and two minutes to deliver their presentation. In addition to linguistic accuracy in forming a coherent
and cohesive discourse in speaking, students were expected to demonstrate cultural knowledge and
cultural appropriateness in describing and analyzing specific cultural topics they chose to present.

The question for Cultural Presentation this year is as follows:

Choose ONE annual Chinese celebration (for example, celebrations that mark the lunar calendar or
seasonal changes, celebrations of important political and/or historical people or events, celebrations
in honor of women or the elderly, etc.). In your presentation, describe this annual celebration and
explain its significance.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

KK, SRESGERIINA—TNHEPEN. FEHLPEM&ER. REZENTH. FigedhE AR
BRI T . B WARZARBMER M. — 2. SR — DN EEF R Es . B2 NER
BRI . FRIBARIH I, It ekt WRRSINF IR+, §UR R &R,
H—PNETM, o, MBREZIRT, XEFART . fERIRGEEARHE, WM, X, Frelzi

A, KUKER. FWRRE, KEREFLE, KSR ALER—MEERMEE. R IR E
PROLET, IR @ BN, EHat. wmRRTLL, T, g, FEpmE BRI — A B KA
HEE RS, XN R RG], AEREFERITTH, R E N E SRR I A R 1) e
Commentary

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. The well-organized,
coherent presentation reveals a clear progression of ideas (FTi & E & A, HEENTH. FT5E
& i N AR P 1K) 3 4E). The student goes on to elaborate on various traditional celebrations, such
as B0, 241 and F 40 2], Well-connected discourse of paragraph length is enhanced by the
use of appropriate transitional and cohesive devices (—/~&... H—/ &1, 8, 2B 2...). The
cultural information provided is ample, accurate, and detailed (41 BRI T-FIHIRS T, B2 IE 5 A4
[, BREARA... PERIRMEEARE, fEde), B, Brbiem A, KWHER; a2 — MRS
FIEi ). Finally, to conclude, the student makes a suggestion on how to celebrate the Spring
Festival (345 @ AR ER — A B 5% g2 78 1 [H 33 % 55) and highlights the significance of the
celebration. The response is delivered at a natural pace and intonation with minimal hesitation.
Pronunciation is accurate. The response uses a rich and appropriate vocabulary (% £, A\ Z Fi{#)
with minimal errors (fif 7 instead of Jt%) and a wide range of grammatical structures.

© 2024 College Board.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

KEUF, SRBGERNEET, EETHRZAREELE, BMNNERITO. EHETMEE, A%
LA, —EANGREER, R —EAGKE, ITREFAEANET, AR TE—FSIT. ©HRZHANS
Eriat, a2 —NaariRm, — ek [quan2)tl, A%k [quan2)fE fii. &4, Wi, [long
pause] I&H MIEEFR TN G PR TAE: BONEEAN NEERMATI R NiZ3E, Az fbiTz iR,
MM NEREZN, FAMAITRIREZR. EHERZHANEEEZ N, MEEEET 2 —MREFMWTH,

R AN KN, Yo, RE2ANAENE, FMIRZ NEEMATFOIEIRA T H R E .. R4
R

Commentary

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt but lacks detail and provides no elaboration.
Cultural information is accurate but also lacks detail. It presents traditional practices for observing
the Chinese New Year (45 #L%0; 45 % FA14L 8, BRAMA TR AZ22[k]) and a slight attempt to talk
about the cultural significance of the celebration (fE& i HIE 5, AMILALY..., AlR2EESHANELT,
R — T ShBATT (B N) ZRART ... B4 A& HEE N). The response is generally organized
and coherent with the use of some transitional elements and cohesive devices (—¥¢ A..., &2 (H)—
A .., .08 ..; [AIR), although the use of cohesive devices (e.g., [KI'4) is not always logical and
appropriate. Pace and intonation are generally consistent with intermittent hesitation and repetition
(&%, We, [long pause]). The use of vocabulary and grammatical structures is mostly appropriate
with errors that do not obscure meaning (##... 8, ¥ 5, £t [quan2],; ¥H =R TAE; FgshA152 i) A<
P, FEEAS ANEiE # N). The response could have been improved if it had talked more about the
cultural significance of the Chinese New Year celebration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

fREF, A2 SKYPEE, @ VUE: . R, VUFER .. 7. FEETREENFEE, fhiEd, i,
Ui B A G R, AhMnz A 8RS, K [doul] F—ie s [nai2] #@iE(E & . FAKHET ... 32 ... [long

pause] [laughter] fi I FK LA IRBALE ..., I ... A FKHET . [Breath, Laughter] S /REEFER . FHH..

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only marginally. It provides only scattered information without
organization and coherence using no transitional elements and cohesive devices (7 [ (k) 1 & E 1]
R AT Az A 8 .., s [nai2] IS 1F §; fhiE s, i), The cultural information has several
inaccuracies (% @kF% H Fl 5 R, AhMnz A ST I X 44 /4L 4). Pace and intonation are
labored with frequent hesitation and repetition. Frequent errors in pronunciation and tones
necessitate constant listener effort (ffit1?, fhtiE?; K [doul] & —iLsK[nai2]). The response uses
minimal appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures with frequent errors that obscure

meaning (& VU2 ..2; DUSERE .2, 3t L. FRAPRKER).
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