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Question 3: Visual Analysis 5 points 

(A) Accurately describes ONE specific visual characteristic of Tar Beach. 1 point 

Examples of acceptable responses include the following: 

• The image is brightly colored. 
• A group of figures are seated at a table. 
• There are figures sleeping or lying down. 
• Figures are flying in the sky. 
• The work depicts a city. 
• It is a fabric quilt. 
• There is a flowered border. 
• The clothing is detailed. 
• The viewer can see the detailed food and drink objects on the table. 
• A large bridge dominates the left middle and background of the image. 
• There is writing on the surface. 

(B) Accurately describes ANOTHER specific visual characteristic of Tar Beach. 1 point 

Examples of acceptable responses include the following: 

• One from list in A. 

(C) Accurately uses specific visual evidence to explain how the artist creates spatial depth. 1 point 

Examples of acceptable responses include the following: 

• Diagonal lines suggest perspectival depth. 
• The upturned roof contributes to a sense of intuitive (tipped) perspective. 
• The closer objects are bigger. 
• The objects in the foreground are larger. 
• Objects that are far away are smaller. 
• The objects in the background are smaller. 
• The artist places things that are farther away higher up in the work. 
• Closer objects are placed lower in the work. 
• Items that are closer overlap items that are farther away. 
• Items that are farther away are overlapped by closer items. 
• Small squares create a frame around the central image.
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(D) Accurately uses specific visual evidence to explain how the work tells or communicates a 
story. 

1 point 

Examples of acceptable responses include the following: 

• The written text tells a story. 

• Two of the figures are depicted multiple times to indicate different scenes in a story 
(a continuous narrative). 

• The figures use animated gestures that indicate their actions and activities. 
• The image is detailed and encourages the viewer to create meaning/build a narrative. 
• A variety of activities take place in the image, suggesting different events. 

(E) Accurately uses visual or contextual evidence to explain why Tar Beach deviates from 
earlier artistic traditions in the 20th century. 

1 point 

Examples of acceptable responses include the following: 

• Ringgold challenged hierarchies of materials/style/presentation through her choices 
of medium/subject matter/technique. 

• Ringgold challenged expectations of 20th century art by choosing to combine 
traditions of European painting with story quilts that focused on African-American 
characters. 

• Ringgold challenged earlier traditions of art by presenting a story that depicts people 
of color as the main characters. 

• Ringgold used quilting (a traditional artform associated with women’s domestic 
crafts) to demonstrate its artistic value was comparable to earlier paintings and other 
media used by male artists. 

• Ringgold’s choice of subject matter/materials connects to feminist and civil rights 
concerns in contrast to earlier works. 

• Because Ringgold learned to quilt from her mother, her story quilts had a personal 
meaning for her in contrast to universal meaning that is characteristic of Modernism. 

Total for question 3 5 points 
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Question 3 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

Responses were expected to demonstrate primarily the art historical thinking skill of visual analysis, 
applied to an unknown work of art. To be awarded all five score points, the response needed to 
successfully accomplish the following tasks: 

 

 

• Describe visual characteristics of the selected artwork, Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold. 
• Use visual evidence to explain how the artist creates spatial dept h. 
• Use visual evidence to explain how the work tells or communicates a story. 
• Explain why Tar Beach deviates from earlier artistic traditions in the 20th century by using 

visual or contextual evidence. 

Sample: 3A 
Score: 5 

Task A: Accurately describe ONE specific visual characteristic of Tar Beach. (1 point) 
The response earned this point by observing that “A black family of four sits around a seemingly 
square table with their hands out stretched towards each ot her.” 

Task B: Accurately describe ANOTHER specific visual characteristic of Tar Beach. (1 
point) 
The response earned this point by offering several specific examples of visual evidence, including 
“floral frame of the work,” “At the top of the work are three flying figures,” “Among these people is a 
man standing frontal at the top of the tallest building,” “nine different paragraphs of small writing,” 
and “The sky that provides a backdrop is blue with illuminated dots as stars.”  Any one of these 
comments would have earned the point. 

Task C: Accurately use specific visual evidence to explain how the artist creates spatial 
dept h. (1 point) 
The response earned this point by explaining that “Ringgold cominicates dept h by layering her her 
figures,” indicating that overlapping forms create the illusion of spatial dept h.   

Task D: Accurately use specific visual evidence to explain how the work tells or 
communicates a story. (1 point) 
The response earned this point by explaining that Ringgold included text in the work to narrate the 
imagery, stating “With the inclusion of different blurbs of text Ringgold is able to directly 
communicate her vision through words.”   
The response attempts to further explain how the work tells a story by noting that “Not only does the 
work tell a story through the use repeating figures (the girl and boy on the blanket mirror one of the 
girls and the boy in sky),” but this did not earn the point because the explanation is too general to 
indicate the identification of a continuous narrative. 
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Task E: Accurately use visual or contextual evidence to explain why Tar Beach deviates 
from earlier artistic traditions in the 20th century. (1 point) 
The response earned this point by stating that “The use of quilting, which was seen as a domestic 
and ‘low’ art seprates it from the artistic norms,” arguing that “Ringgold is trying to assert that just 
because quilting is typically done by women and viewed as a ‘domestic’ art doesn’t mean it can’t be 
viewed as ‘high art’ like paintings or sculptures of the time.” 

Sample: 3B 
Score: 4 

Task A: Accurately describe ONE specific visual characteristic of Tar Beach. (1 point) 
The response earned this point by describing a “flowery border.”  

Task B: Accurately describe ANOTHER specific visual characteristic of Tar Beach. (1 
point) 
The response earned this point by describing the “bright coloring” of the work.  The response would 
have also earned this point by noting “Another visual characteristic is the realism, which depicts an 
ordinary family in their everyday life,” which accurately describes what is taking place in the scene.   

Task C: Accurately use specific visual evidence to explain how the artist creates spatial 
dept h. (1 point) 
The response earned this point by stating that “The artist creates spatial depth by overlapping the 
buildings in the background.”   
The response further attempts to describe spatial depth in the work by noting that “the bridge in the 
background is twisted to show the distance between its start and finish,” but this description is too 
general to describe intuitive (or tilted) perspective.  

Task D: Accurately use specific visual evidence to explain how the work tells or 
communicates a story. (1 point) 
The response earned this point by noting that “The work communicates the story literally by having 
its storyline on the material itself. The story narrates from left to right and is numbered according to 
the timeline.” This statement accurately emphasizes the fact that the written text in Tar Beach tells a 
sequential story.  

Task E: Accurately use visual or contextual evidence to explain why Tar Beach deviates 
from earlier artistic traditions in the 20th century. (0 points) 
The response attempts this point by stating that the artist incorporates “a story about a dream while 
representing regular life events,” but this does not explain why Ringgold deviates from earlier artistic 
traditions in the 20th century.  
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Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 

Task A: Accurately describe ONE specific visual characteristic of Tar Beach. (1 point) 
The response earned t his point by describing “a group of people” that “are sitting toget her at a 
table.”  

Task B: Accurately describe ANOTHER specifical visual characteristic of Tar Beach. (1 
point) 
The response earned this point by describing “three kids flying towards each ot her” and “a man 
standing on top of a tall building,” both of which are accurate visual descriptions of the work.  

Task C: Accurately use specific visual evidence to explain how the artist creates spatial 
dept h. (0 points) 
The response attempts this point by stating that “The artist creates spatial dept h in this artwork by 
drawing all the buildings together except for the bridge,” but this explanation is too general and does 
not specify how t he specific placement of objects within the picture plane indicates spatial dept h.  

Task D: Accurately use specific visual evidence to explain how the work tells or 
communicates a story. (0 points) 
The response attempts this point by arguing that “The work communicates a story by depicting the 
buildings in the background as a community of African Americans and their culture,” noting the 
colors used in each of the buildings, but this does not accurately explain how the work 
communicates a story.  

Task E: Accurately use visual or contextual evidence to explain why Tar Beach deviates 
from earlier artistic traditions in the 20th century. (0 points) 
The response attempts this point by arguing that “not a lot of artworks in the 20th century show their 
traditional colors or culture,” but this does not explain why Ringgold deviates from earlier artistic 
traditions in the 20th century.  
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