
2023 AP® Drawing 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row D–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row D: Drawing Skills
1 2 3 

Visual evidence of rudimentary and 
moderate 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of moderate and 
good 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of good and 
advanced 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Score Rationale 

There is substantial evidence of advanced Drawing skills in this sustained investigation. The competent use 
of line is pervasive among all the works. In images 1, 4, 8, 12, and 15, light lines are interspersed amongst 
bolder lines to delineate not only the outer edges but also to define interior shapes. Moreover, some lines 
extend beyond the contours and shapes and can be viewed not as mistakes but rather as the addition of an 
interesting design element. The sophisticated handling of linear elements is also prevalent in the process 
sketches. Ideational intent is supported through the careful selection of subdued color. Skillfully developed 
compositions are evident in both finished works and sketchbook pages. In image 9, the choice to sew 
additional pieces of paper enhances a rather traditional vertical, rectangular format. The conscientious 
arrangement of sketches, notes, and color swatches—further enhanced by adding stitching—is notable in 
image 3.  
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