
2023 AP® Drawing 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row D–Score 2 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row D: Drawing Art and Design Skills 

1 2 3 

Visual evidence of rudimentary and 

moderate 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of moderate and 

good 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of good and 

advanced 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Score Rationale 

There is visual evidence of moderate and good drawing skills exhibited within the drawings in this 

sustained investigation. In image 2, there is apparent skillful use of value to render the numerous 

forms though there are some inconsistencies in the correctness of shapes, such as the ellipses in 

the earpiece of the headphones and the openings in the bar locks. In image 4, the proportional 

distortion in the head heightens the emphasis on “exertion.” While the development of the values 

provides form to the face, the lack of subtle gradations in the mouth and teeth are awkward. 

Attention to the cropping in Image 6 results in a more dynamic composition, though there are some 

confusing areas due to either the lack of value development or the overdevelopment (the right leg 

and left shoe). In relating materials with ideas, the background in image 9, while not fully resolved, 

the attempt to render the various positions involved in the lift is ambitious. There is an interesting 

contrast between the silhouetted figures in image 11 to the more spatially developed gym interior, 

though there is a slight inconsistency in the perspective. The written evidence states that artist Brian 

Selznick inspired the mark-making was by artist Brian Selznick (hatching and cross-hatching) to 

delineate values in image 15. While there is a strong line around figures and objects, the drawing 

still exhibits a more tonal approach, with values achieved through subtle blended gradations rather 

than linear development.  
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Image 15




