
2023 AP® Drawing 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row C–Score 2 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row C: Materials, Processes, and Ideas 
1 2 3 

Little to no evidence of visual 
relationships among materials, 

processes, OR ideas. 

Visual relationships among 

materials, processes, OR ideas are 

evident. 

Visual relationships among 

materials, processes, AND ideas 

are clearly evident and 

demonstrate synthesis. 

Score Rationale 

The written evidence identifies the inquiry as “interpreting one’s artistic voice into another: Personal 

poetry interpreted through art.” It eventually concludes, “the artwork is the universal representation 

of my personal life,” indicating that the poetic ideas expressed will vary greatly throughout the 

portfolio, and this is indeed the case. The written evidence accompanying each work describes the 

processes and materials, but it does not provide any clues as to how these relate to the varying 

ideas of each piece. With this sustained investigation, we must rely heavily on visual evidence to 

discover the relationships among materials, processes, and ideas. There is a consistent strategy of 

juxtaposing different materials and stylistically contrasting processes in the same work to reveal the 

idea. For example, in images 1 and 3, various materials and painting styles are brought together to 

interrogate lingering myths of masculinity. Urban graffiti and naive childish imagery parody the trope 

of the cowboy as a rugged, heroic loner. This approach is used repeatedly throughout the portfolio 

to interrogate representations of the working classes (image 2), femininity (images 5 and 6), and 

idealizations of nature and rural life (images 9,10, and 11.) Even in the few works that do not use 

this strategy, such as image 15, which uses only blended white pencil to depict the solemn fear and 

attraction of death, the purposefulness of the relationships among materials, processes, and ideas 

is evident.  
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