
2023 AP® Drawing 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row B–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row B: Practice, Experimentation, and Revision 

Writing Prompt 2: Describe how your sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experimentation, and 

revision guided by your question(s) or inquiry. 

1 2 3 

Visual evidence of practice, 

experimentation, OR revision; 

however, visual evidence does 

not relate to a sustained 

investigation. 

Visual evidence of practice, 

experimentation, OR revision relates to 

the sustained investigation. 

AND 

Written evidence relates to the visual 

evidence of practice, experimentation, 

OR revision. 

Visual evidence of practice, 

experimentation, AND revision 

demonstrates development of the 

sustained investigation. 

AND 

Written evidence describes how the 

sustained investigation shows 

evidence of practice, experimentation, 

OR revision. 

Score Rationale 

The visual evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision demonstrates the development of the 

sustained investigation. The intent of the inquiry to investigate “the contrast between moths and 

butterflies” to “represent the impact of external beauty on standards of self-perception” is exhibited 

throughout the sustained investigation symbolizing positive and negative aspects of beauty.   
Image 5 contains four variations of image 1, with acrylic paint altering each photograph. While 

illustrating experimentation, this process also represents the stated intent of revision. Revision is 

also apparent in image 7, which depicts the steps taken to develop image 8—including revising one 

sketch that was ultimately “scrapped.” Image 9 details the practice of creating image 10, which 

illustrates the morphing from the neutrally colored moth to the colorfully rendered butterfly. The 

written evidence also describes how the sustained investigation shows practice, experimentation, 

or revision. While the initial intent was to create “realism-oriented self-portraits,” with distinct color 

contrasts illustrating positive and negative aspects of beauty, the later images show the transition 

to display more emotion by experimenting with photographs and digital manipulation to create 

images that depict more “dynamic facial expressions.” 

Image 6 Image 10 
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