
2023 AP® Drawing 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row A–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry 
Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation.

1 2 3 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry, but visual evidence 

does not relate to that inquiry. 

OR 

Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry. 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that relates to the 

sustained investigation. 

AND 
Visual evidence demonstrates 
the sustained investigation. 

Written evidence identifies an inquiry 
that guides the sustained investigation. 

AND 
Visual evidence demonstrates the 

sustained investigation. 

Score Rationale 

The response to prompt 1 is succinct enough to repeat: “I wanted to explore a world of fright and 

melancholy, that as your future begins your past ends. Something that, once you step through that 

first door you are transported to a world unfamiliar to your own, but embodies those feelings we all 

experience. To convert them into a legible abstraction.” Although this statement is inelegant, it 

identifies a clear and concise inquiry specific in its intents and methods. The carefully ordered 

portfolio images demonstrate how the inquiry guides the sustained investigation. Images 1–3 

prominently feature doors and are the most literal interpretations of the inquiry. The remaining 

images guide the viewer through stylistic and symbolic expressions of the inquiry and systematic 

evolution of ways to express melancholy, liminality, and transformation using a range of abstract 

techniques and a restricted color palette.  
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