
2023 AP® Drawing 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row A–Score 2 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry 

Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation.

1 2 3 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry, but visual evidence 

does not relate to that inquiry. 

OR 

Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry. 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that relates to the 

sustained investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates 
the sustained investigation. 

Written evidence identifies an inquiry 
that guides the sustained investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates the 

sustained investigation. 

Score Rationale 

The portfolio’s written evidence presents an articulated inquiry: “exploring the passions of 

individuals and how that makes them who they are.” Later this is further elaborated, “I have chosen 

to focus strongly on the mood the activity produces by developing a personal style.” This qualifying 

statement clarifies the exploration of passions, and the visual evidence demonstrates the 

sustained investigation to which most images relate. However, the inquiry does not guide the 

investigation. Images 5, 6, 7, and 13 connect very tangentially to the stated inquiry. In many of the 

remaining images, individuals express their passions, but there is no sense of how the activities 

depicted make these subjects who they are. 
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