AP

Chief Reader Report on Student Responses:

2023 AP® Chinese Language and Culture Free-Response Questions

e Number of Readers 122

Total Group
e Number of Students 16,495
Scored
e Score Distribution Exam Score

e Global Mean

Standard Group*
e Number of Students 1,818
Scored
e Score Distribution Exam Score

e (@Global Mean

The following comments on the 2023 free-response questions for AP® Chinese Language and Culture
were written by the Chief Reader, Xinda Lian, Professor of Chinese and East Asian Studies, Denison
University. They give an overview of each free-response question and of how students performed on
the question, including typical student errors. General comments regarding the skills and content
that students frequently have the most problems with are included. Some suggestions for improving
student preparation in these areas are also provided. Teachers are encouraged to attend a College
Board workshop to learn strategies for improving student performance in specific areas.
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Task 1

Task: Presentational Writing
Topic: Story Narration

Max Score: 6

Total Group Mean Score: 4.76
Standard Group Mean Score: 4.11

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assessed the writing skills in the presentational mode of communication. The AP Chinese
Language and Culture Course content related to this question is the Unit on Families and communities. To
respond to the question successfully, students need to demonstrate their proficiency in Chinese language
pertaining to everyday life and the skills required to describe and narrate in paragraph-level discourse.
Students were expected to demonstrate their presentational writing skills by narrating a story, depicted in a
series of four pictures about a young man encountering an incident during a picnic and then meeting a
group of new friends. The four pictures and the instructions for answering this task are available on AP
Central. Students were allotted 15 minutes to use the information provided in the pictures to produce a
complete and coherent story, which reflects a clear progression of ideas with a beginning, a middle, and an
end.

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the
responses integrate the skills required on this question?

In general, students demonstrated competence in the presentational mode of communication. To tell a story
in accordance with the scenes depicted in the pictures, students used appropriate vocabulary (4 &%) [z
HIZR V], WT 35 SRy 22 [l /N B, vz &, a8k DX AN 2], ete.) and varied grammatical structures (such as
directional complements [l 2 I ], and the complicated ba-structure [JEAR A& ¥1Z T1). Most
responses demonstrated a good control of basic transitional elements and cohesive devices (K 4...frEA; 7]
5 —ITR; AR )G; RER; 455, ete.) needed for a well-organized narrative that includes a beginning, a middle
and an end.

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this
question?

Overall, students did a good job at successfully narrating a story based on the pictures provided; however,
there were some common missteps including:

1. Some students failed to tell a complete story by addressing all stimuli provided by each and every of
the four pictures.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps Responses that Demonstrate Understanding
e The response below lacks an end, failing to e The following response, despite some minor
deal with the information provided in pictures typos, presents a complete and cohesive
#3 and #4: narration, with a beginning, a middle, and
an end:
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G BRXAN RN E AR . g 7K

R, HISERAERE, MR)aHHk 7 55T, fitt—
AHEG IR IAWT & AR, RO SEAS I & R LAt EOR
PU A SER . HERSER 1 2 )5, TR 4R &

A, FrbMb s B TR EL. RS ATRAE
I, AT, PS5 T 5 B i
fils, PRUOMA AR BRARAS N — 2335 fh . BIABIE 22 7T
HIRHE, AEAEZ N ST EAAR ST .

BAE

e The following response lacks an end, missing
information depicted in picture #4:

R, WNAFFEREAHEE, RIS
TRMEY, PAERES, RS RSbahE
ORI BT A, BRIER, BRI,
NEEE W B, B SR, 2 AIRE.
“IR, ANER 0 B R N
MR, fE 7 EK,

AR, B—ANHLZMKRAFORT. l—id

R —IABR T . SRRARE, FreAl R EiAE

BT —AFER: Ehh IR AERT. T

i, T KT, TR T A2

2R RUBAEEL B . JF Bt B T ARE S, o T

AR, RUIRARRIFEE. tiak—F, KM

LT IEFER — SRSz le ! AN, Ry NIE
W KRHAKERIZ, “BWRHR, Vo T

1o PEANRRMBER], “WAB TR, WA
FORAEIRTA”, WdgsE— R FHEU. “BAT LR
ERBT—FE? iR E ARG — LA, Fr
LA T 3ke BRI, /DNLRERARMIA AR, BRK

B — P B IR ARSI

2. A considerable number of students did not effectively use proper transitional elements or cohesive

devices to create a well-organized narrative.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The responses below do not effectively use
proper transitional elements or cohesive
devices to create a well-organized narrative:

WaF, WAL WER, HE T —MERAN. AR
TR ER T SR, & R MEET . et
i, O AHOITIRER . W2 1 —ANbAE

e o XA T . BRZRXSRIIA . AT
“REANE!D L VBUE, AT (RAERAD EAREE

o SN, KRFUURE ! “WRETH R

1o AAENT B RARFFRIAR T, flthigak. 2. flfe
AR o FA NIRRT 3. JUHZARAIAR
P MAERMCHEIARTE. 4. fhEERAIKIAHA
br. fhEIH A ABIE AR

e The following response, despite some minor
inconsistencies with the stimulus, uses a
series of transitional elements and cohesive
devices to make the narrative an organized
text of paragraph length.

A—K, RAURE, UKEITHE/RZT

o MR BAESRL T — L8, ... putl
ISR A TR & R KRR
FARKEY T, HURE 'R, ... E, K2
ER T B FRIEN AR BTG, K
L., BT LU 7RI AR P
K, A RS . #ERLF T A, KIRE
WIS —)LFERSHR, B bAas R BRI & 2R

RIR, — MR, T TRE B MRk
BHERR T LIRS — T =i KIDRAER,

PR, ... SR 3 NEROR A, ... PNEEREY /S
LHEMBAEBAH T, REERX 7. LA b
A—NIE L SRR AR AT PURI A ]

z, BONZAERIAE R BRI RN o R
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3. The lack of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures prevented some students from
narrating the story effectively.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps Responses that Demonstrate Understanding
e The following example contains frequent e The following example narrates the story
errors that obscure meaning: with appropriate vocabulary and idioms:

H—R—MBAENG MR MM | F— RPH8EA A REZ T8 MrER B
MEEFEMB R, UK, MEENRRBFUMATLIZ | . B TERTUUI, = EEAK, FFE, 3
G fRER SR —NHISRA. ERERES, | B, M—EaT. 7 EEFhhRTFE. b
W, HHL, R ARE k. L — Ml TR | BRIEVERZR I S S nE R . 18 1 AR/, R AE
PRIZERITER ! A — LB R A SO NG | 2 R R — (558 A . Ath—IE Nz R — 15
FBRIER. U TR | R ! RRERE | 4. EEE, AL N B R b T
FRIR I A BT DL T s sR A TR I HEBA R, AAITE | BB e iR AR b T Rz R e . A e N R
WERIA R, WERZHAN! . TR ER | AEE AR & bR A e R BN
ZIMLAER R Boa i gRIR 2 B AR — K. TR WhEEH A ERMAMNZ . AR ER A L N 25
FRUB TR RZ 8. TR AM AR B B rh
TP ERIR PREE I — I8 Nz Al — 8 i 4 .
e There are frequent errors in word order and in
the use of prepositional phrases in the
following response:

AR, BB GYESNE.... AR T B
AR, FEE, MSER. XRMEFRE. MIEER
Fo HIK, Sriwfii RN EhE AR, st
WM. ... — R G5, SR a ik i AN i £
DT, NE, thERAEAR. XS,
W, HEDERFE, MzZDerRT! BT —4MR
T, W T . ... BJa s SRR BN
NZIXEERET, W B By st A4, AW S N 2545 A%
Ao XL AT A S AN SE A4 o B TR NN A
WAL TE S Bt R, AN ST ARG TR e R

Note: When typing responses in the Writing part of the exam, students may choose from the following three
input methods: Pinyin Simplified, Pinyin Traditional, and Bopomofo. The authentic student examples in this
report reflect the different approaches students may take.
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Based on your experience with student responses at the AP® Reading, what advice would you offer
to teachers to help them improve their students’ performance on the exam?

1. Share the rubrics in the scoring guidelines with students and use the past exam questions on AP
Central to show responses of different score points. Always tell students that task completion is
more important than anything else.

2. Devise classroom activities that help students write stories addressing all four pictures. For
example, have students write a story and work in pairs to draw a visualization of their partner’s
story. If the student cannot “visualize” the story in drawing with sufficient details, discuss what
information is missing or does not match.

3. Remind students that it is of upmost importance to provide sufficient information, elaboration, and
details when answering this question.

4. Teach students how to budget their allotted test time. For example, make sure that they do not spend
too much time on the noncrucial details at the beginning (usually when dealing with the first picture)
and have enough time to complete the story with a logical end (when addressing stimulus provided
in the fourth picture).

5. Teach students how to create a well-organized text of paragraph length, with effective use of
transitional elements and cohesive devices. Tell students to guard against common mistakes in the
use of connectives (such as the use of 1 to connect sentences, or the misuse of &46... 2 /X..., etc.).

6. Provide opportunities for students to practice the use of some basic grammatical and syntactic
structures (such as the use of ") that are indispensable for telling any everyday life story. Tell
students to do their best to avoid the very avoidable common mistakes such as "z 7t A I (for 7&
N FENZ2F-4R), or the use of #1R as the equivalent for “whether/if,” etc.

7. Besides helping students expand their vocabulary, also help them develop the skill of making the
best of what they have already known to express more complicated ideas. For example, instead of
saying #E % &%), they can say, "% )% 7; and instead of i& K, they can use XA,

8. Emphasize with students the importance of typing accuracy, and warn them of the mistakes due to
mistyping that often obscures meaning: H AR (for EARD ;ML (for 355 ; i 7 3¢kr (for
W) o NN (for RIEA); 1% (for WiZ) s K95 (for KM 5 BEEL () ; mEifr (B 5 g

e s F G s Ak A  ete.

What resources would you recommend to teachers to better prepare their students for the content
and skill(s) required on this question?

e Teachers can utilize flexible resources in AP classroom to provide students with daily instruction,
practice, and feedback to help cover and connect content and skills. AP Chinese Lanquage and
Culture: Classroom Resources | AP Central — The College Board
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https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-culture/classroom-resources?course=ap-chinese-language-and-culture
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Teachers should access the scoring guidelines and share them so that students will have realistic
expectations for performance on this task. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-
language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-language-and-culture

Teachers should access one or more of the Story Narration tasks from 2007-2022 and their
associated student samples of high-, mid-, and low-performance and share them so that students can
gain insight into performance, vis-a-vis the scoring guidelines.
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-
chinese-language-and-cultureTeachers

Teachers should use the remaining Story Narration tasks from 2007-2022 to provide practice over
the course of the year. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-
culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-lanqguage-and-culture
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Task 2

Task: Interpersonal Writing

Topic: Email Response

Max Score: 6

Total Group Mean Score: 4.62
Standard Group Mean Score: 3.86

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assessed writing ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by requiring students to
write a response to an e-mail received from a friend. The AP Chinese Language and Culture Course content
related to this question is the Unit on Contemporary Life. Students were allowed 15 minutes to comprehend
the email and then write a response addressing all questions posed in the email. To complete the task
successfully it took skills of analyzing, synthesizing, comparing, and evaluating information provided in the
given text. Students were also expected to make cultural connections and pay attention to the specific
communicative situation the email creates, as well as the etiquette in interpersonal communication.

The question for Email Response this year is as follows:

e A6
LY N
BERE:  BEAE

SR B MR AR, A R R BT . SRR B an YA, AERAEZ, ANJIE A KR
Wi BT LA AE R BRI R, ta] DA BN ST, AR B R Y S3 4,
&y VACE A L REER S O, FRIERE MR ? SR

e A6
RAFN: INFE
EPF A TR

HRSCRZITLE AT CHEIRE, Srd BT RRINDT GRS, R, AREN A
BT AT DA G AE S BRI, A DA BN, AR A2 S 4L,
N 7B ARG, RAZEAMERR? ERMEE.

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the
responses integrate the skills required on this question?

Most responses demonstrated competency in interpersonal writing. The majority of students were familiar
with the topic of Chinese cities and were able to address the prompt with some detail. Most responses
demonstrated students’ skills in reading comprehension and writing, which were required to respond to the
questions raised in the email. A common error seen in responses to this question, year after year, was the
failure to respond to all questions raised in the email.
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What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this
question?

Students were generally successful in responding to the email, but some common errors include:

1. Some students didn’t address all aspects of the stimulus. They only answered the first question,
H— A E IR, but didn’t write about how to prepare for the oral presentation, “/& 4 #E £ 1B £5.”

“{l\

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The following examples do not address the
question, “/E4#ER 1ERE.”

NE, R AR ECRIR A R T B BRERR
AT B AR . BRI RO TR
IR, T H AR BT, AT LLE %,
HEER, B3, BEAM/EHEEMR, A

%, FENT=K, &%, ENHFRBRE R

RGN AT LIS ? EREMIEE, WRK
EAREF R, BURERE T AR it
REEIE! — Hit b

PR IREN AL, BOVERRZ 4. i
W E LR . XRRER, PIAMRER
HERMEGHIRPG, B BIXHHAR.

e The following example addresses all aspects of
stimulus:

R EIIREIRAS o« IRIEAFIRBLZ B — A ELBOK A
Wl BOARIRTT R RE S A IR Z A @A . b,
PRAT DAL 5T RS BRI 5341, IRAREGERX
AN TTERE M, IRROZSE R IR B4, RJETE
PREU IR PE SR> Uil . JAEAFIXRE — MR AIHER
Jiike XHURRKIE L. B IRA !

e The following example gives direct and proper
answers to the second question in the prompt.

...... W ir & B E A EE 24 LR E R EEHE
RSN, A EARZA AR T L2
%, miH, EHFXOTEXR. AR E DRk
&, REZITRE R, ERERED =K. B
PRAT A= B0 A RRAR,  thAN B AR 2R

2. Some students misinterpreted the prompt. Instead of “doing an oral presentation about a city /44—
N E T the students wrote about “doing an oral presentation about choosing a city to visit.”

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

o Instead of directly /48— E 11, the
following examples try to make suggestions
for travel:

PAIRRIZE AR TR BGRIRE — KA
o BUAPRAT BMEOR 2 #45

PREMIA,  AREF Y WHRA ), AT —FF
FALAT. WRERICGETE, PFOVERKRMH

JIAdb R ARG . s, BRELH

e The following example directly and clearly
addresses the task of “/M 44—/ [FE 7.

WER DT, e ML B MR ER

R e A —H, A HOKR 6. i,
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3. A considerable number of students failed to provide the city name in their response to the first
prompt, even though they did well in the introduction of the city and in the comparison between

choosing a big city and a small city.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The following examples do not give the
name of the city when trying to address the
question, “/M 44— E .

REUCEIIRATERE . S FARI R, FRIEAFIR
PRz — A BB R . BZ BT LI 4008
F DR 70 BN AR R T LU 1 - A
AN ANBCRT AR N T A1 e /N i ) ARy 2
Ak, BT AR AT RIXS L, SRR 2N
FRUR ZHELTRLIR . ......

AR VR— I AR T R 2 B 5 o T LA
FRAR 22 K3 17 B OB A AE A _E T B 2 &
*’:l’o ......

e The following example provides the name of
the city under discussion clearly.

AEAFIRNAZE I T AL AE H A, 1 H
X E AR Z M. /R —E E UL L
S, I A R

4. Some students did not have the basic vocabulary to understand and/or to answer the email.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The following responses consist of
irrelevant information and words copied
from the text provided. It reveals a lack of
vocabulary necessary for a basic
understanding of and a proper response to
the email text.

FARTA T EE PR — B YA TR A FE XA B
RS o 2 LA TR UL PRATFRATT AT R ) [7) 2 L
PRATAT REMOR P FT A NI SRJE AT RELL
A KRS e bR . FATTRI A N E B HI XK
S MMERRBATHI R A o ARE RIS HIAEES ?
RARAEIR T, FATATRERE— AN ELAF I A

NE, BRAINGE TR R . #A5 KRR, ATRE
B RIFAR. REESIN—MNEFLIE. KUK
X/~ project AIANH] LA i) 22 ik At B A — 2
i ) .

e Both the following two examples
demonstrate a good command of vocabulary
needed to respond to stimulus:

REF, NE. XA ERAREAER, "R
FEIRZ AR . TR IRE IZEFE D IAERIR
R, AP, RFERE, AMERETRI
IR A R, T HRERAARPIREZ . 78R
AN ETER T, B RS HREIE W AR A &

J1o IR, BIBWAREIEZ AT T B3R H 24

&, BHEAES V. H5h, REIRRE DR
W, B IS, FRAUIRR S AR ] !

COAIRI AN A LA A, AR
TR S R CLACHERRE 1, BT Mt e Leses 5 1
IR N . E OB sURS R 2 P,
R AAERRA Y, MHREHRSRAFESE. BRI
JE fIF R O B, SRR AR SE i AR
i, BZHRE G, BT AR NAELKHA, mH
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aran o CERQIH . 3t e e i Ty O BRp AR, 2R
AR, D A TSRt Ros i AE BRABPT RS, B At
e LA AN . ...

5.

Influence of native language was seen in some of the weaker responses.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

It

PARTF ARG K BLIE A K !
RAbRtRaREF, BIARRK.
PR INE 25 21 VR R 18R 75 0 5 BT

Note: When typing responses in the Writing part of the exam, students may choose from the following three
input methods: Pinyin Simplified, Pinyin Traditional, and Bopomofo. The authentic student examples in this
report reflect the different approaches students may take.

Based on your experience with student responses at the AP® Reading, what advice would you offer
to teachers to help them improve their students’ performance on the exam?

1.

Tell students to read the question carefully, identify its main idea, and make sure they truly
understand what the author of the email is asking.

Remind students that it is important to address the question fully—task completion takes first
priority. Students should practice reading the prompt carefully and thoroughly before answering all
aspects of the question in a real-life communicative context.

Students should look at the task as role-play and use the opportunity to demonstrate their
comprehension and ability to reply comprehensively.

Teach students how to construct coherent and cohesive discourse with well-connected sentences.
Give examples to illustrate this and have students practice writing at paragraph level.

Give students ample opportunities to practice typing Chinese to reduce errors in character selection
(“sz_—‘,” for “H?é/\” “:H:‘%” for u:“:j:”’ “y }Mﬁi” for u;g,fd\” ;;}/J\,ﬂ]n” for “ Ilbﬁ%lj ” etC )

What resources would you recommend to teachers to better prepare their students for the content
and skill(s) required on this question?

Teachers can utilize flexible resources in AP classroom to provide students with daily instruction,
practice, and feedback to help cover and connect content and skills. AP Chinese Lanquage and
Culture: Classroom Resources | AP Central — The College Board
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Teachers should access the scoring guidelines and share them so that students will have realistic
expectations for performance on this task. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-
language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-language-and-culture

Teachers should access one or more of the Email Response tasks from 2007-2022 and their
associated student samples of high-, mid-, and low-performance and share them so that students can
gain insight into performance vis-a-vis the scoring guidelines.
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-
chinese-language-and-culture

Teachers should use the remaining Email Response tasks from 2007-2022 to provide practice over
the course of the year. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-
culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-lanqguage-and-culture

Teachers should score students’ responses using the scoring guidelines and provide feedback that
focuses on what students need to do to improve their scores.

Teachers can provide sample emails and have students work in pairs to identify the purpose of a
message, what is being requested, and other pertinent details before responding.

Teachers can provide students with a checklist of grammar and mechanical errors to look for and
address when reviewing their own or peer-reviewing others’ work, and student pairs can then
exchange their email responses for peer review. These peer reviews can provide feedback on the
accuracy of the response and grammar, or mechanical errors, and even offer suggestions for
extending the response.
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Task 3

Task: Interpersonal Speaking
Topic: Conversation

Max Score: 36

Total Group Mean Score: 27.81
Standard Group Mean Score: 23.43

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assessed speaking ability in interpersonal mode of communication by having students
respond to a series of questions in a simulated conversation. The AP Chinese Language and Culture Course
content related to this question is the Unit on Families and Communities. Students were invited to
participate in a conversation by responding to a series of six questions one by one. After hearing each
question, students had 20 seconds to respond. To interact appropriately in this process of communication in
an unrehearsed, spontaneous fashion, it took a variety of critical thinking skills, such as analyzing,
synthesizing, and evaluating information, as well as a clear understanding of the cultural context of the
conversation.

The questions for Conversation this year are as follows:

Traditional Chinese characters:

PR BRI SRR, R TR . SR E— TRE Q!
FAM R AR EER . R-F 3 1 AR E L A28 2

AT W BT, IR PR 2t
PREFAGAR T i SCAk, AR B S v B S0 A3 28 T B g 2
MEH, RMgHEAEEPBWES, RRERM—EE, BEK?
AR AR, AR AR AR . SRS R T B 4T S e 25 2

OO0k N -

Simplified Chinese characters:

PRI GRARRIA TH SRR, o FRK . IHIRAME— T IRE S
PAVEARR AR B AR AR et 4 2

PATE L B, hEIR, URAEZEIE TR ? A
WRIFAGAR T i B STAL, AR A 206t o [ SO IR 2 B e 2
TAH, B EETESESR, RIRERAT %, BEAr?
WEHROR, REPONRIR RS R T 4T B A4 2

D O W DN

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the
responses integrate the skills required on this question?

Student responses addressed the course content related to the development of interpersonal communication
in speaking. Most responses demonstrated students’ familiarity with the course content related to the Unit
on Families and Communities. In a simulated real-life conversation, students addressed the prompt with
appropriate interactions in response to six questions about Chinese school, the study of Chinese culture,
daily activities of a student, etc., demonstrating their skills of interpretive listening and interpersonal
speaking.
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What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this

question?

Students were relatively successful at engaging in the simulated interpersonal conversation, but the

following were common errors:

1. Some students did not understand the prompts correctly, or did not address all aspects of the prompts,

or only provided brief answers without any detail and elaboration.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The following responses misunderstand the
prompt:

(In answer to the question 74! MR A FAT
R, REFRK. HRNAE—THRECHE
?)

[long silence] /4, E..ZHf, FIEK en 2
NEMK, #E [long silence] .

e, BHe..., RERIRNZEDT, wGRATLL
HEIRZ S AR TEAIRE. ..

e The following answer focuses on the first
part of the prompt #l A/ 3fe AP 324
but does not address the second part FH/R/
H—TRE CIE:

PHRARIX ML, IREPOREIX R, RIS
FEX JLTAE.

e The following responses address all aspects of
the prompt:

(In answer to the question #RIF ! MIBARFFA T ST
2R, BRERK. EHRAHE—TRECIE?)

Uh R(ni2)%f, uh, 3 (wo2) MY (jiao 3) uh.. Antonio,
uh, & — .. & uh..uh +(shi4) —(erl)&FE4,
uh & —{f..3C uh 2584,

i, 4T~ Mei Zheno FARFFC.. 7T BLLFRAR
Yk, FETND. HRARIFO, um, TR
ESEDN

e The following responses show inability to
fully understand the question:

(In answer to the question FAMZ K2 K 5
o VRFH T R ER M LLATEE? )

EEER, EARE......
REHEEFHE......
e Some students focused on responding to the

statement (MR FE K EER and missed
the main question.

e The following responses, though not perfect,
manage to address all aspects of the prompt:

(In answer to the question R MERZE A Eif. K
P AR AT R ? )

Uh P uhFE, TP EE uh®E E um B Huhk
B 3uhIk EEIR = B umB 3475 umi

WEREEHEE, HEEL, HREEHS.
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Uh SR TIRZ TIER, Fril uh %S4 uh R
IR uh JAMTHER, AR LR, HIRE
BRI A 2B BB uh TEE 4.

e The following responses show a failure to
understand the prompt.

(In answer to the question &4/ 16 k. Bk,
HEIIR, R TEFT? A ?)

AR EnEIER, RARX AREF, R2 AHEXKE

"\ o

PERFET,

&

NBEIARKI L -

e The following response understands the prompt
and tries to complete the task (though without
elaboration or detail):

(In answer to the question FA1H Hi%. 1EFk. +
%, RAEZME—TERFET? Rft4?)

P AEF: uh 3, Thk[fu2], R B [wall AR’ A fh ok,
AR uh Z2EHBTIR, EGHE A .. uh IR uh
4 bie2 1iF .

e Inresponse to the question /RIFGIE T g
B304k, AR A2 v B SO IR 4 B R,
many responses only answer the question
PR %68 FR SO IX 4 8% 8, and totally
ignore the comment /RIFAZIR 1 ffH E S04k,
as can be seen in the following example:

HREZETEPEE, HHREZAERIR NS TR
ZHES, REFENRE......

e The following responses miss the meaning
of “Xf ... JHER.”

e In answer to the question /REFZIR T & E S
1, IR0 R B SO IX 4 MR E, the
following expressions are some of the proper
responses to the comment FRIFAGIR 1 fift b [E ST
1t in the prompt:

“ TR B IR L

“FER, BAR TR E S

“WfiE

e The following response demonstrates a clear
understanding of YAt % o [E SCAKIX A4 Bl

in the prompt:

WM AL, R SCR B TIRZ P ECK, &
AT ESCAAR 2, i AN o R SCARAR % i o

In response to the question T/ H, A4
WA RFEWESR, WRREM—EZE, EAa
¥, a considerable number of responses take
Hh K for H L, A ESET, K
FERFEE T, REREIER.
TEREFEN, FEWEKIW.. ST

RABREFEAETES......

e The following responses show a clear
understanding of “#7 244 & H EHINEF” in the
question:

(In answer to the question T4~ H, A& 24Dk
HEMRER, TRERFRAI—& %, EA4RE?)

A BLe AN H A AR BLE A k. Bt B [for 1R ]
BEZRNRFEZAT, JFHAERRE 3R F AT+ E &
W, 2 AT A A S e g 5
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...... HESR AR FIZHIARI . FRERIARE, HY)
T LTS, BEYi; Mok, sl

e Inresponse to the question K, 1RE
PaNRIR. RS R T IEAT B et 4, a
lot of responses simply provide brief
answers without any detail and elaboration,
such as:

AR Z HAHM
WELITER. IR

WEIZR IR, B

® The following two responses try to address the

prompt in every detail, with elaboration:

(In answer to the question ¥ /KK, REIARIR
o MRS R T FIEITHMEEAT 2 7). MR R
IR U8, S FARE T FTIRA TR AR
RIThiR. AT, Hw, WHEIR.

2. Many students had problems using proper transitional elements and cohesive devices to connect

sentences in their responses.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e Many responses of score 3 or 4 use nothing
but #1 to connect sentences:

(In answer to the question 4~ H, AT

AEETEWMER, RIREA—EE, EAR?)

AR BRERIAT L, MERAE DA HLE
FTH T R 7

B, Xt[dui2]%f[dui2]%f[dui2), FEE, FRAT—
k. FARGEAERX MR, MEEEE
REFIt[wan3d], FHWAFERE, FAFKATLAIR
2%, Kf[dui2], Xf[dui2], *f.

IC1 7]

e The following two responses use proper
transitional elements and cohesive devices:

(In answer to the question F/MH, Bl g4 %
HEWESE, RRBAT—RE, BEAr?)

FAR AT ERARATT 25 R B, RO BARE XK uh A [E 5T
e, PrBAB AT AL SRy, AR B it
T3

...... AMERT BLAE ) 2 [ FR iR, T BT ASZ BIR 2
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3. The lack of appropriate grammatical structures prevented some students from addressing the

prompts effectively.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The lack of appropriate grammatical

structures prevents the following responses

from effectively addressing the prompt 1}

o ! YRR AT AR, R ERK . I

N —TRECE!

Hot..., IR IR — T IRTE BRI/ P
SOCHHE, B A AR R

WA T RERM, MBEELEVRE)ZA R A
R/ AR AR A 125 I AR I 60 o

e Despite some errors, the following response
demonstrates an adequate command of proper
grammatical structures needed to answer the
question:

PRUf, FAY-REE, FRILE L Venice &, T4
FK=z, WMNNBIRIR ER 28k, uh TRAERA..,
FHIFSOKER S, IRERE, HHH, FIBEK
uh...

e The lack of appropriate grammatical
structure prevents the following responses
from effectively addressing the question:

(In answer to the question A/ 1H 153%. "Bk,

EZhR, IREEW—TTRF? A7)
HELDR......

MEERAE AN 4.
WICAEFERE. ...

e Despite some errors, the following response
demonstrates an adequate command of proper
grammatical structures needed to answer the
question:

(In answer to the question &4 1A %, B&Ek.
R, PREBER—TERAT? A4?)

W LAEAEI B, EOEO o 5 EA IR
PR, /NI A E AT A AT AR 2 A
R AAR B FEE .

e Inresponse to the prompt ¥R, 1R &%

IRR . IBARS R T FIEST B A Lett 4, the
following answers are not able to use some
very basic grammatical structures correctly
to convey ideas effectively:

R AT LARRAR U 1 o
SRS

............

e The following responses use a variety of
proper grammatical structures needed to
answer the question:

(In answer to the question WHE/RK, REINR

PRo ARARS KT EAT R AT A7)

WELGSCRHT AL, AR S TRAATES, Sl
.

WRZ GG AR, ZHF....
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4. The lack of necessary vocabulary prevented some students from understanding the prompts and

responding to the prompts effectively.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The following responses show a lack of
necessary and proper vocabulary needed
to address the question, R4F ! WAEARIFEFRAT]
IR, REERK. IHRNMHA—FRECD
NE:

Yr4F, 3y Ma Zhangzhu, 3 jie ba ji.
Uh R(ni2)%f, uh, & (wo2) MY (jiao 3) uh..

Antonio, uh, FJ&— .. #/& uh..uh +(shi4) —
(erl)&4k, F uh & A, 5C uh 22,

uh... & wu tao. T+ LK.

Wt..., BWIERBI IR — TIRTEFTRK T
SOCAHE, B A AR R

e The following responses use proper
vocabulary to address the question:

(In answer to the question #RIF ! WIBARFFA T T
2R, WERERK. BERNE—TFIRE DI

Uh 1R (ni2)#%F, uh, & (wo2) MY (jiao 3) uh.. Antonio,
uh, & — .. #2 uh..uh +(shid) —(erl)F4%, &
uh £ — .. uh 284

R, 472 Mei Zhen, FARFFC.. AT BLLFRAR
Yk, FETND. HRARIFO, um, A
ESEDN

PRaf, FMWFRERE, FIE L Venice &, A+
FE, WMNNBIRIRE R 28K, uh IRINFEIRM..,
TR SOKPIR R, R ERHD, W, RIBER
uh...

¢ The following response shows a lack of
necessary vocabulary needed to answer the
question FA1ZE R R BiRe AR5 R AR A
st ?

Um &E 5 um & .. /K..um.. € bulyonglde
[A—EKBI?] um HPEIRAT LA, PEHGE R tiul[ %
?] WAHIIE.

e The following response uses proper
vocabulary to address the question:

(In answer to the question FA 1B A Eif. ]
SR R AR ER A 4)

Uh FREKAIRIBZINER, AT uh 8% 28 uh K
FIRFEE uh FATIER, TTRKIER —LEH, RIEE
BRI R LB B uh B 44,
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o Inresponse to the question A 1E HiE. "8
M FEINR, R —ITRIBC? 4
?, some responses only pick up the word
in F1[E I/ % but lack the vocabulary to
understand the prompt. For example:

HWEEPE, FOLHTSRA LT E, BRABRE

e Some responses miss important words in the
prompt:

Hros for vk P ERARER, BEOVEEMR
I EE S, BT ELEAT DA s, 93k
HIBCA MRS BAERAIE ...

T for $5i%: EXIETE......

A5 for Ahik: Fds, BOBAR AREEE. ...

ik for NEER. FEXWEM, PFONHK....

e The following answers demonstrate a good
command of vocabulary needed to address the
prompt:

(In answer to the question A/ 1H 159%. "Bk,
R, VRAEER— TR ? A7)

...... RHEEAMEBE, HE; BARHEARE S E
LA AT — e 2 2R AR - AN R ) 2 2K
NEEHOFENE, EEARTE, FHgh AN
>y FEXRATE, FERHNT ...

...... ARG T PR ERE /)
JHHE, BEHEIERIIR......

e The following expressions found in student
responses reveal a lack of proper
vocabulary needed to address the prompt /i
WHGAR T AR B4k, RO AT o E DA
LIS ?

“rhifh” and “H [EE,” instead of “H [E AL

“R A R E SO AN R R

“TRAR B o

RS T

e The following responses demonstrate a good
command of vocabulary needed to answer the
question:

(In answer to the question VRIFAGIR T fif T [E 4k,
PRI 2% H B ST IE 2 TR R )

BRIMFNE R EN, BATREREER A E 5
H, i EFERE, ®EZE RS,

£ B SCRII M, ZIMREIRAIE, RIRESH
%, WEPERSAL.

HMAFEETIR, B ABE KA [ S0k

Based on your experience with student responses at the AP® Reading, what advice would you offer

to teachers to help them improve their students’ performance on the exam?

1. Remind students of the necessity to read and listen carefully to both English and Chinese prompts in

order to address the prompt in a proper register as well as in a complete and satisfactory manner.
They need to keep in mind who they are talking to, in what context, what role they should be

playing, and what information is expected.

2. Train students to immediately and directly respond to the questions, and not to repeat the questions

unless necessary.
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10.

Teachers should guide students to study AP Chinese Scoring Guidelines provided in the College
Board AP Central website. Use Scoring Guidelines when constructing daily formative assessments
to help students develop their ability to speak naturally in a conversation. During classroom
practices, teachers may let students score their own answers, or score each other’s responses, and
then discuss among themselves what they need to do in order to improve. Remind students to pay
special attention to question words (such as 44 ? Aft4? etc.) and time-related phrases (*F#,
XK, 5K F4H, T1-H, ete.). It is important for students to understand that they need to address both
parts of the question directly and fully—task completion is the first priority!

Provide students role-playing opportunities in a variety of contexts and scenarios. Some responses
showed that students had difficulty assuming appropriate roles in simulated conversations. Students
can choose to make up a name if they are not willing to reveal their identities in responses to
questions like #HERAN 4 — FRE SHE. Let students know that their answers do not have to be
“truthful” and that it is always to a test taker’s advantage to respond to questions directly,
thoroughly, and positively.

Remind students that they should always use elaboration and detail to demonstrate what they know.
Create daily activities for students to practice conversation involving elaborating and providing more
details for questions like “’4114?” Explain to students that additional information or elaboration will
potentially lead to higher scores because they usually suggest a higher proficiency level. On the
other hand, responses with simple and “succinct” answers usually suggest low competence in
interpersonal speaking.

Train students to use transitional elements and cohesive devices to connect and organize their
sentences (N4, ArLL, 1 H, 8F, B4k, ki, &5, Hk, H—, £, ... , Bea, b/, etel).
Always warn students of the danger of putting discrete sentences together or using “f1” as a
conjunction to line up sentences. Explain to students how effective use of cohesive devices can
improve the smoothness and add to the depth of their responses, making them sound more logical
and natural.

Train students to use a variety of sentence structures instead of repetitively using certain familiar
structures. Provide plenty of opportunities for students to consolidate basic sentence word order, so
as to avoid very common yet totally avoidable errors, such as FAEF T LE P53 1R B FIEAE 44 4
4, ete.

Provide plenty of opportunities for students to consolidate the use of basic everyday life vocabulary
and idiomatic expressions so as to avoid common errors such as: ffiZ . 3. and i % v (for fi

H); or A EMEAMFA; BB XRFICE R, et

Appropriate use of register should be an indivisible part of the AP Chinese curriculum. It should be
integrated into our teaching practice as well as in our daily life.

Emphasize with students the importance of taking full advantage of the 20-second response time.
Tell students to be serious with the exam. Laughing and joking can be heard by readers and will not
impress them positively.
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What resources would you recommend to teachers to better prepare their students for the content
and skill(s) required on this question?

Teachers can utilize flexible resources in AP classroom to provide students with daily instruction,
practice, and feedback to help cover and connect content and skills. AP Chinese Lanquage and
Culture: Classroom Resources | AP Central — The College Board

Teachers should access the scoring guidelines and share them so that students will have realistic
expectations for performance on this task. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-
language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-language-and-culture

Teachers should score students’ responses using the scoring guidelines and provide feedback that
focuses on what students need to do to improve their scores.

Teachers should access one or more of the Conversation tasks from 2007-2022 and their associated
student samples of high-, mid-, and low-performance and share them so that students can gain
insight into performance vis-a-vis the scoring guidelines.
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-
chinese-language-and-culture

Teachers should use the remaining Conversation tasks from 2007-2022 to provide practice over the
course of the year. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-
culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-lanquage-and-culture
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Task 4

Task: Presentational Speaking
Topic: Cultural Presentation

Max Score: 6

Total Group Mean Score: 4.53
Standard Group Mean Score: 3.83

What were the responses to this question expected to demonstrate?

This question assessed speaking ability in the presentational mode of communication by requiring students
to give an oral presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic as if they were speaking to their Chinese
class. The AP Chinese Language and Culture Course content related to this question is the Unit on
Influences on Beauty and Aesthetics. The question comprised a single prompt, which identified the cultural
topic and asked students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and explain its significance. After
hearing and reading the topic, students had 4 minutes to prepare and 2 minutes to deliver their presentation.
In addition to linguistic accuracy in forming a coherent and cohesive discourse in speaking, students were
expected to demonstrate cultural knowledge and cultural appropriateness in describing and analyzing
specific cultural topics. Expressions of perspective and opinions should be presented, ideally with details
and examples.

The question for Cultural Presentation this year is as follows:

Choose ONE type of Chinese art expression or style (for example, Yue Opera or regional dances, open
courtyard homes or buildings, and pottery or sculpture, etc.). In your presentation, describe this type of
Chinese art and explain its significance.

How well did the responses address the course content related to this question? How well did the
responses integrate the skills required on this question?

In general, student responses demonstrated competence in the presentational mode of communication.
Using appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures, students described a specific “Chinese art
expression or style” and explained its cultural significance. Most students demonstrated their oral
presentational skills in describing and explaining, and their understanding of Chinese culture. In some
cases, responses successfully described the subject but did not explain its significance with elaboration.

What common student misconceptions or gaps in knowledge were seen in the responses to this
question?

While students were successful with many aspects of this task, some common errors included:

1. A considerable number of students did not interpret the prompt accurately and completely. Some
took various cultural activities as “art”; some discussed cultural or art products without discussing
their “artistic expressions and styles,” still some others talked about personal experiences with art or
told stories about artists instead of addressing the prompt directly.

2. Some responses did not explain the significance of a “Chinese art expression or style.”

3. Some responses did not have adequate vocabulary and grammatical structures, and this rendered
the presentation less effective.
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4. Some responses did not demonstrate proficiency with using transitional elements and cohesive
devices to produce a well-structured presentation of paragraph length.

Common Misconceptions/Knowledge Gaps

Responses that Demonstrate Understanding

e The following response does not discuss a
type of “Chinese art expression or style”:

FE AR, RCWRK, 1R, 55 H fn
R EAMer, WEYPRAETH, HA, 7R,
R A EE......

e The following response is more about an
activity than about a type of “Chinese art
expression”:

WU Bk o . £ BRI £ H A Bk . B
fE. BRAEMNEE, RER, HERKRRD
1], A —FERE, FA PR ...

e The following response describes a type of
“Chinese art expression” and explains its
significance:

KKEF, AR TBIA, BIAEHEEaem e
#r, TR A%, L, i
BHE=, ...

e The following response is mainly about the
speaker’s personal experience with and
personal feelings about Chinese calligraphy
and does not describe its artistic content:

T~ E %, BEHBEEHE. B
REFE. INHRGEI TG HE, EF L. K
AR A — 25> o A5iE KRR AE, (HRER
HURRARAE . WMRIREIRL, HAK

Mo oo

e The following response describes the specific
artistic features of lion dance:

FRA IR ZEYO B AL P JEWIRE PR
, —AAEREL, A ANERER, A
T NEWT . ACIERIN S E B .
FESCACHE, PR, R 2 B SRTHCA PN
To BIFHIBAT A — NN,
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e The following response shifts from the
presentation of an art expression to the
introduction of an artist and, hence, blurs
the focus of the presentation. Similar
examples are many, seen in the discussions
of calligraphy or Chinese painting turning
into the life stories of Wang Xizhi or Qi
Baishi, or the introduction of Beijing opera
being replaced by the biography of Mei
Lanfang, etc.:

FU P E 0 EmE, FHEHEE, K, git, =
R, WARRT . PRk ERZ s, ARARS
RERK, ik, mEEE; HELR, &8
@, HPENRE A, Rk, KHE
%, BB

e Even though the following response mentions a
poet, it focuses on the description of Chinese
poetry and the explanation of its significance:

...... P AT IRACLHT, —EAMZER, 55—
A “BRRCEY . FEARMERE, MR R R E R
wf B BE TR T, B HANEA T, £

B, HENZTIEA NEEER, £ —EIEFAE4
M. RFlE R R, RPBOCK—#R. 123
FER AT, R, NMAFRER.... S R
S, WM TR B SO REEE AR
TR ...

e The following response describes a
Chinese art form but does not explain its
significance:

AL 2R mR, Med, Bf, AME
HEIEA A FRE. B, Mg A
BREBREAALE, A6 uh BRIRIFEA, FIEH
GRAH T, BEA ARNHAG, 7 uh, A1
uh 3PS, AR E, A—FKH meaning, £
R A — AR B BA G A0 7L 5 B 1B BB 2 A T

Ko B, AEBEINRME, HREAHHIK
v, AR, £E uh DEORARTRT LA, Al AP RS DA
MEEDC, AR S, A2 .. A Beijing

Opera &, L5 HURIRIREF I, BIREEH), 2
RARKIFHIRDE, MAERZH), SHIEHRm &%

[yinlmian4]

e The following response does not only describe a
Chinese art form but also explains its
significance:

HERACHCRE, efmtAERSH. LERE,
AR A. FRINDEAG K, AR IEACEA R
PERS o AT AR PEEREZIET TR, Thd. 5
FIRE R MRAR G, RHET, 7. ERTATLL
REEICIL. SRIKEEEM R NEXNE, PIAE
AR, BRSNS, AR, BRIEAT
o BRI A B ST A M . A% 2 H ASS5 FH 5K .
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e A lack of proper vocabulary prevents the
following response from addressing the
prompt:

#/Rhenl]®=liang2] .., 2=k E &,
M%I]THEE, FNR wan2 [Bo? Jerl [JL?]&E
iﬁﬁ%.uw,lﬁ 3% .. iR[hend] =¥ &

, IR A ES, RIREO. REAME

e The following examples demonstrate a good
command of vocabulary needed for addressing
the prompt:

AN, RTREMEHEE. BER, RHEEMAR
MR, KiHeRESRE, %Mﬂaﬂﬂzlﬁf’ﬁ'?T o

e T ) A P 7 PR AN R, B R R, T

NS

EE!..

hi%

zhuangl[E!ﬂ]i [hua2] BRER E% IR 1) R 2 2 5
BENRER, BE..BZ .. M. -
[Sneeze].ﬁjmﬁh&k%g@ﬁggo w0 ] it R S B SR X, R T AR SRR

A& 71,

SR Ave s Sy E S AP A W R < N DN ks Sl ES ]
A

Based on your experience with student responses at the AP® Reading, what advice would you offer
to teachers to help them improve their students’ performance on the exam?

1.

Teach all six AP Chinese course themes. Talk with students about Chinese culture on a daily basis
with all six themes in mind.

Always emphasize the importance of reading the prompt carefully. Every word in the question
counts.

Remind students that it is important to address the question fully—not just to describe a subject but
also to explain its significance. One way of training students to address all aspects of a prompt:
describing at least three special features of the subject under discussion and then explain the
significance of that subject from at least three different angles.

Teach students how to structure their presentation, which contains a brief introduction, a well-
balanced main body that contains both the description of the subject and the explanation of its
significance, and a brief conclusion/summary that ends with “Thank you.”

Provide opportunities for students to develop their ability to construct coherent discourse using
appropriate transitional elements and cohesive devices.

Help students understand the difference between description and explanation, between facts and
evaluation.

Teach students how to reorganize or edit what they have learned/prepared to better target the
question asked.
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What resources would you recommend to teachers to better prepare their students for the content
and skill(s) required on this question?

e Teachers can utilize flexible resources in AP classroom to provide students with daily instruction,
practice, and feedback to help cover and connect content and skills. AP Chinese Lanquage and
Culture: Classroom Resources | AP Central — The College Board

e Teachers should access the scoring guidelines and share them so that students will have realistic
expectations for performance on this task. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-
language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-language-and-culture

e Teachers should access one or more of the Cultural Presentation tasks from 2007-2022 and their
associated student samples of high-, mid-, and low-performance and share them so that students can
gain insight into performance vis-a-vis the scoring guidelines.
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-culture/exam?course=ap-
chinese-language-and-culture

e Teachers should use the remaining Cultural Presentation tasks from 20072022 to provide practice
over the course of the year. https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-lanquage-and-
culture/exam?course=ap-chinese-lanquage-and-culture

e Teachers should score students’ responses using the scoring guidelines and provide feedback that
focuses on what students need to do to improve their scores.
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