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Question 2: Long Essay Question, Colonial Revolutionary Movement 6 points 
 

General Scoring Notes 
• Except where otherwise noted, each point of these rubrics is earned independently; for example, a student could earn a point for evidence 

without earning a point for thesis/claim. 
• Accuracy: The components of these rubrics require that students demonstrate historically defensible content knowledge. Given the timed nature 

of the exam, essays may contain errors that do not detract from their overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the 
argument is accurate. 

• Clarity: Exam essays should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those errors will not be counted against a student 
unless they obscure the successful demonstration of the content knowledge, skills, and practices described below.  

 

Evaluate the extent to which changes in colonial societies in North America from 1700 to 1776 contributed to the growth of a revolutionary movement.  



AP® United States History 2023 Scoring Guidelines  

© 2023 College Board 

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row A 
Thesis/Claim 

 
(0-1 points) 

 
 

 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line of 
reasoning. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Are not historically defensible. 
• Only restate or rephrase the prompt. 
• Do not respond to the prompt. 
• Do not establish a line of reasoning. 
• Are overgeneralized.  

Responses that earn this point: 
Provide a historically defensible thesis or claim about how changes in colonial societies in 
North America from 1700 to 1776 contributed to the growth of a revolutionary movement. 
The thesis must suggest at least one main line of argument development or establish the 
analytic categories of the argument.  
 

Examples that do not earn this point: 

Provide a historically defensible claim, but do not establish a line 
of reasoning  
• “There were many causes of the revolutionary movement in 

British North American colonies.”  

Do not focus on the topic of the prompt  
• “Colonial relationships with Native Americans changed during 

this period.”  

Provide a restatement of the prompt   
• “Changes in colonial societies in North America contributed to 

the growth of a revolutionary movement.”  

Examples that earn this point: 

Establish a line of reasoning that evaluates the topic of the prompt with analytic categories 
• “While Enlightenment ideals from Europe influenced the emergence of a revolutionary 

movement in North America, what was more influential was the attempt to increase 
taxation on the colonies without representation.” 

Establish a line of reasoning with analytic categories 
• “Traditions of self-government and economic changes influenced the growth of 

revolutionary movements from 1700 to 1776.” 

Establish a line of reasoning 
• “The growth of ideas of self-government helped colonists to unite in a revolutionary 

movement.” (Minimally acceptable thesis/claim) 
 

 Additional Notes: 
• The thesis or claim must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion (which may not be limited to the first 

or last paragraphs). 
• The thesis or claim must identify a relevant development(s) in the period, although it is not required to encompass the entire period. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row B 
Contextualization 

 
(0-1 points) 

 
 

 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period 

referenced in the prompt. 
• Provide context that is not relevant to the prompt. 
• Provide a passing phrase or reference.   

Responses that earn this point: 
Accurately describe a context relevant to how changes in colonial societies in North America 
from 1700 to 1776 contributed to the growth of a revolutionary movement. 

 
 

Examples that do not earn this point:  

Do not provide context relevant to the topic of the prompt 
• “Spanish missionaries sought to convert Native Americans to 

Catholicism during this time.”    

Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period 
referenced in the prompt 
• “The 1700s were a time of greater connection between Europe 

and North America.”  

Examples of relevant context that earn this point include the following, if appropriate 
elaboration is provided: 
• European voyages to the Americas 
• Puritans in New England 
• Plantation economies in the southern colonies 
• Growth of ethnic and religious diversity in the middle colonies 
• Native American alliances/conflicts 
• Salutary Neglect 
• Widespread literacy in the colonies 

Example of acceptable contextualization:  
• “The Puritans in New England developed small towns and family farms, while Virginia 

developed an economy based on the cultivation of tobacco on plantations.” 
• “The British founded several colonies along the east coast of North America in the hopes of 

making money for the mother country. As these colonies grew, they exported valuable 
goods to Europe.” (Minimally acceptable context) 
 

 Additional Notes: 
• The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the 

time frame of the question.  
• To earn this point, the context provided must be more than a phrase or reference. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row C 
Evidence 

 
(0-2 points) 

 
 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one 
point. 

1 point 
Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic 
of the prompt. 

2 points 
Supports an argument in response to the prompt using 
specific and relevant examples of evidence. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn points: 
• Identify a single piece of evidence. 
• Provide evidence that is not 

relevant to the topic of the prompt.  
• Provide evidence that is outside the 

time period or region specified in 
the prompt. 

• Repeat information that is specified 
in the prompt.  

Responses that earn 1 point: 
Identify at least two specific historical examples relevant to 
how changes in colonial societies in North America from 1700 
to 1776 contributed to the growth of a revolutionary 
movement.   

Responses that earn 2 points:  
Use at least two specific historical examples to support 
an argument regarding how changes in colonial 
societies in North America from 1700 to 1776 
contributed to the growth of a revolutionary 
movement.  

Examples of evidence that are specific and relevant include 
the following (two examples required): 

Examples that successfully support an argument with 
evidence:  
• “The British government sought to increase taxes in 

order to pay for the Seven Years’ War, which made 
colonists angry.” (Uses evidence to support an 
argument about an economic cause of the 
revolution) 

• “The willingness of colonists to use violence against 
British interest, like during the Boston Tea Party, 
shows how colonial culture changed to be more 
revolutionary.” (Uses evidence to support an 
argument about how colonists’ responses to British 
actions changed) 

• “Colonial smuggling of taxed goods increased 
British efforts to control it, which encouraged more 
consistent efforts by the colonists to organize 
resistance.” (Uses evidence to support an argument 
about cause and effect of British actions in the 
colonies) 
 

• Navigation Acts 
• Anglicization 
• First Great Awakening 
• Transatlantic print 

culture 
• Enlightenment 
• Queen Anne’s War 
• King George’s War 
• Seven Years’ War 
• Albany Plan of Union 
• Common Sense 
• John Locke 

 

• Stamp Act 
• Colonial smuggling 
• Quebec Act 
• Townsend Duties 
• Tea Act 
• Boston Tea Party 
• Coercive/Intolerable Acts 
• Declaration of 

Independence 
• Quartering Act 
• Boston Massacre 
 

Examples that do not earn points: 

Provide evidence that is outside the 
time period 
• “Puritans seeking religious freedom 

established a colony at Plymouth 
Bay.” 

Example of a statement that earns one point for evidence: 
• “By 1776 many North American colonies became culturally 

closer to Great Britain as a result of transatlantic print 
culture and the spread of Enlightenment ideas.”   

Additional Notes: 
• Typically, statements credited as evidence will be more specific than statements credited as contextualization.  
• If a response has a multipart argument, then it can meet the threshold of two pieces of evidence by giving one example for one part of the argument and 

another example for a different part of the argument, but the total number of examples must still be at least two.  
(For example, supporting a two-part argument about how northern and southern colonies responded to British policies with evidence comparing northern 
merchants and southern landowners.) 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row D 
Analysis and 
Reasoning 

 
(0-2 points) 

 
 
 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria 
for one point. 

1 point 
Uses historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, 
continuity, and change) to frame or structure an 
argument that addresses the prompt. 

2 points 
Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development 
that is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or 
modify an argument that addresses the question. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not 
earn points: 
• May include evidence 

but offer no reasoning 
to connect the 
evidence to an 
argument. 

• May assert the use of 
historical reasoning but 
does not use it to 
frame or structure an 
argument. 

Responses that earn 1 point: 
Must demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to 
explain how changes in colonial societies in North 
America from 1700 to 1776 contributed to the growth 
of a revolutionary movement, although the reasoning 
may be uneven, limited, or imbalanced. 

 

Responses that earn 2 points:  
May demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety of ways, such as: 
• Explaining the nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables. 
• Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity 

and change, or explaining multiple causes, or explaining both causes 
and effects. 

• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across 
periods. 

• Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple 
perspectives across themes. 

• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or 
alternative views or evidence.  

Examples that do not earn 
points: 

Provide reasoning but do 
not address the prompt  
• “The First Great 

Awakening influenced 
religious change in 
British colonies.”  

Using a historical reasoning process to frame or 
structure an argument could include: 
• Explaining how economic changes in the colonies 

throughout the 1700s created a shared sense of 
distrust of British policies. 

• Discussing how different groups like merchants, 
landowners, and the clergy responded to 
revolutionary movements. 
 

Example of acceptable use of historical reasoning: 
• “Because merchants in New England were often 

most directly impacted by new British taxation, they 
were often vocally in favor of adopting a 
revolutionary attitude.” (Indicates an effect of 
changing British policies on colonial attitudes) 

Demonstrating complex understanding might include any of the 
following, if appropriate elaboration is provided: 
• The response argues that changes brought by British policies caused 

the revolutionary movement. It then corroborates that argument with 
evidence of the economic impact of tax policy, the demographic 
impact of migration policies, and the political impact of new 
legislation. 

• The response argues Anglicization contributed to a shared identity 
among colonists, which contributed to a shared revolutionary 
movement. It then qualifies that argument with evidence about how 
colonial regions responded differently to British imperial oversight. 

• The response argues that changes brought by Britain’s political 
mistreatment of its colonies contributed to a revolutionary backlash. 
It then qualifies the argument with evidence about how other British 
colonies in Canada and the Caribbean did not revolt against Britain. 

• The response argues that any changes in colonial society were largely 
irrelevant to the growth of the revolutionary movement. It then 
modifies the argument with evidence that it was almost exclusively 
changes in British imperial policy that caused the revolutionary 
movement. 

Additional Notes: 
This demonstration of complex understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference.  
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Long Essay Question 2 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 
 

• This prompt required students to evaluate the extent to which changes in colonial societies in 
North America from 1700 to 1776 contributed to the growth of a revolutionary movement.  

• The question expected students to be able to demonstrate the reasoning process of causation 
by connecting how the development of colonial societies caused the colonies to break away 
from Great Britain.  

• The question expected students to be able to provide evidence to support their argument about 
changes to colonial societies as well as the growth of a revolutionary movement. 

• The question expected students to be familiar with historical developments in the 18th century. 
Many students described the British taxes that angered colonists, but the question asked for 
more depth by requiring responses to demonstrate an understanding of dynamic changes over 
time in the colonies and how those changes led to tensions with Great Britain. 

• The question primarily addressed Topics 2.1-2. and 3.1-3. 

Sample: 2A 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 1 
Evidence: 2 
Analysis and Reasoning: 2 
 
Total Score: 6 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for thesis because it responds to the prompt with a historically 
defensible claim in the first paragraph, namely that “regional unification and collective rebellion to 
British restrictions on commerce” encouraged more revolutionary sentiment in the colonies. This 
thesis establishes the line of reasoning that organizes the essay.  
 
B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for contextualization by providing a broader historical context relevant 
to the prompt. The first paragraph describes colonists as generally viewing themselves “as loyal 
subsidiaries of the British crown” and “British people who were simply living abroad.”  
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Long Essay Question 2 (continued) 

C. Evidence (0–2 points): 2 
 
The response earned 2 points for evidence. It earned the first point by providing numerous specific 
examples of evidence relevant to the prompt. Some examples include transatlantic print culture and 
the spread of Enlightenment ideals, the Great Awakening and George Whitefield, the end of salutary 
neglect, and protest organizations such as the Sons and Daughters of Liberty. 
 
The response earned the second point for using evidence to support an argument relevant to the 
prompt. The response argues that the ending of salutary neglect and the creation of new tax laws 
(the Stamp Act) drove violent and nonviolent protests. It further argues that the activities of the Sons 
and Daughters of Liberty “energized the colonies with rebellious fervor.”  
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 2 
 
The response earned 1 point for using the historical reasoning of causation. The response repeatedly 
shows how a change in colonial society, such as innovations in American culture or new British 
policies, led to an increase in revolutionary feelings among the colonists. 
 
The response earned 1 point for demonstrating a complex understanding of the time period for its 
corroboration of changes in colonial society by showing how several changes led to the same result. 
This can be seen in its discussion of the Enlightenment and the First Great Awakening and how 
each was used to justify colonial resistance, as well as the different tactics of the Sons and 
Daughters of Liberty followed by the similarity that each drove revolutionary fervor. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 0 
Evidence: 2 
Analysis and Reasoning: 1 
 
Total Score: 4 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for a historically defensible claim. In the introduction, there are possible 
categories of analysis with the colonists becoming “progressively more anti British” and “growing 
an independent culture,” but there is no causal relationship provided demonstrating that these led to 
a revolutionary movement. In the conclusion, there is an assertion that “Americans changed to see 
themselves as their own culture,” and this “fostered a revolution.” This establishes a line of 
reasoning and represents a minimally acceptable thesis/claim.  
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Long Essay Question 2 (continued) 

B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 0 
 
The response did not earn the point for contextualization because no attempt was made to describe a 
broader context relevant to the prompt.  
 
C. Evidence (0–2 points): 2 
 
The response earned 2 points for using evidence. The response uses evidence related to the French 
and Indian War to support an argument that this war led to the Americans feeling betrayed by the 
British over access to land and this was one of the main causes of a growing revolutionary 
movement. It also supports an argument about new British taxes leading to the growth of a 
revolutionary movement with protests, boycotts, and groups such as the Sons of Liberty as evidence.  
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for the use of historical causation throughout. For example, it argues 
that the British created the Proclamation Line because they did not want to fight yet another war and 
that this, in turn, angered the colonists. It further argues that the French and Indian War led to 
British debt, which caused taxes on the colonies, which caused protests, and that the quartering of 
soldiers in colonial homes further angered colonists and further increased revolutionary sentiment. 
The response did not earn the second point in this category. It does not corroborate, modify, or 
qualify an argument. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 1 
Evidence: 0 
Analysis and Reasoning: 0 
 
Total Score: 2 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for making a claim that responds to the prompt with its assertion that 
“domestic production of products,” “domestic trade,” and “independent government institutions 
contributed to the growth of a revolutionary movement.” This establishes a line of reasoning based 
on analytical categories.  
 
B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for contextualization because the opening sentences of the first 
paragraph relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events prior to the time frame of the 
question. These sentences establish the North American colonies as initially dependent on Great 
Britain for population and supplies but explain that this dependence gradually changed leading into 
the time period of the prompt.  
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Long Essay Question 2 (continued) 

C. Evidence (0–2 points): 0 
 
The response did not earn points for evidence. The response provides a general description of 
economic boycotts during this period. The discussion of political representation is vague and likely 
to be completely in reference to things beyond the period of the prompt. Due to the lack of specific 
historical examples, the response did not earn points in evidence.  
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 0 
 
The response did not earn the point for using historical reasoning. The economic changes and 
political changes described are not adequately connected to the idea of being causes of a growing 
revolutionary movement, and thus no historical reasoning is present.  
 
The response did not earn the point for demonstrating a complex understanding because there is no 
attempt to use evidence to modify, corroborate, or qualify an argument. 
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