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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Perspective Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

excellence in

presentational speaking

and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

® Presentation addresses

prompt only minimally

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

Presentation addresses
almost all aspects of
prompt, including
explanation of view or

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including explanation of
view or perspective

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of

results in very fragmented
language

results in fragmented
language

simple structures

2 perspective, but may lack view or perspective
9 detail or elaboration
E Lacks organization and Scattered information Portions may lack Generally organized and ¢ Well organized and Well organized and
a coherence generally lacks organization or coherence; coherent; use of coherent, with a coherent, with a clear
S organization and infrequent use of transitional elements and progression of ideas that is progression of ideas; use of
8 coherence; minimal or no transitional elements and cohesive devices may be generally clear; some use appropriate transitional
v use of transitional cohesive devices inconsistent of transitional elements elements and cohesive
‘2 elements and cohesive and cohesive devices devices
= devices
Cultural information Cultural information has Cultural information may Generally correct cultural * Minimal errors in cultural Cultural information is
almost entirely inaccurate frequent or significant have several inaccuracies information with some information accurate and detailed
or missing inaccuracies inaccuracies
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural flow Strained or unnatural flow ¢ Generally exhibits ease of Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes with frequently interferes with of expression sometimes of expression does not expression expression
comprehensibility comprehensibility interferes with interfere with
comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace marked Generally consistent pace ¢ Smooth pace with Natural pace with minimal
repetition repetition by some hesitation or with some unnatural occasional hesitation or hesitation or repetition
E repetition hesitation or repetition repetition, which does not
g distract from the message
E Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation do ¢ Infrequent or insignificant Pronunciation virtually
=) pronunciation necessitate pronunciation necessitate sometimes necessitate not necessitate special errors in pronunciation error free
intense listener effort constant listener effort special listener effort listener effort
Constant use of register Frequent use of register Use of register and style May include several lapses ¢ Consistent use of register Consistent use of register
and style inappropriate to and style inappropriate to appropriate to situation is in otherwise consistent use and style appropriate to and style appropriate to
situation situation inconsistent or includes of register and style situation except for situation
many errors appropriate to situation occasional lapses
Insufficient, inappropriate Insufficient, inappropriate Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited ¢ Variety of vocabulary and Rich vocabulary and idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms idioms, with sporadic
w constantly interfere with frequently interfere with interfere with errors
g comprehensibility comprehensibility comprehensibility
("'5' Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical and Appropriate use of e Appropriate use of Variety of appropriate
< grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic syntactic structures grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic
] structures significantly structures frequently sometimes interfere with structures, but with several structures, with sporadic structures, with minimal or
g interferes with interferes with comprehensibility errors in complex errors in complex no errors
S comprehensibility or comprehensibility or structures or limited to structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “ldon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

The Cultural Perspective Presentation assesses speaking skills in the presentational communication
mode by having students present their perspectives on a specific topic related to Japanese culture.
The prompt consists of a statement in English identifying the audience and context, and a
presentation prompt to which students should respond. On this year’s exam, the prompt instructed
students to present their perspectives on family activities in Japan, beginning with an introduction,
giving five examples or aspects of family activities in Japan with details, explaining their view or
perspective, and ending with a concluding remark. Students have four minutes to prepare an outline
and two minutes to record their responses. Each response receives a holistic score based on how
well it accomplishes the task in terms of task completion, delivery, and language use. In addition, the
score reflects the level of cultural knowledge exhibited in the presentation.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

“nnh, b—. FliEE—HEIC, H—. THEBNCOWTHROERZREELET, T TIIRAOAT
T, RADHIX, H—., TR, H—, KANIZ, b—., 72, kol % BHWT LD, 72HIT,
b—. RAOHEPRHY FT, H—., ZOHIZ, H—. BRNIFHRE RN TRFEZLEZD, BE
. H—., oW LET, H—, WIFHEEOH T, ZOHIZ, H—., Z. BIZbIALL, B. B
EHIAEBLWE—A, Bz dH—. (622 HTT, ZOHICEKE T &, H—. Tk,
b—, BidbasAl, B, BLLWaAIZ, b—, BE#Hoh—FE2biTET, —, ZLTHOHATT,
H—. FHEHEZT DO 3, ToRICTHEI, . h—x>rvar, fBEI—F
ERICHITET, b—., b Hitoacd, s, 2. @RS, H—. b L%E,
H—., BT DD, OHTT,

ZOHIZ, DWW, B, FE. ZVWOIEVEZET, bizL, bbE, b, BYEFT, KBRITORE
T, ORBVIT, FiRIZ, F&, OeEo, O ANEEfioT, H—, H—., B LWFHA]zAEX
FT, FAUTORBY BRI ZTT, OREVIT, TR, b—, EMEELION, BELWEBWE
T, DLEEFROERTY,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation directly addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. It focuses on
the cultural events celebrated in Japan such as Coming of Age Day, Respect for the Aged Day,
Mother’s Day, Children’s Day, and Hina Matsuri) and describes what families do on those days (% A
DOHITHARNIFEGE I TREL LY, BEZR-S7-V LET; BEO BIZEEIZHRITEER
CWEAEBIEOIAMIEHO I — FE2HITET; BOBIZFHIEI—xv T ar b h—FRE2RITH
FET; PO BICEDIZY Zffio THABRNET; OBV ICERITOR AN 2 fifi> THEl 2R E
7). The response ends with a remark about which event this respondent likes the most (FAIF M43
D X —F4f = T) with a reason (MR D IZENWREMZE D OBE L EBWET). It is well
organized, utilizing consistent transitional elements (e.g., Z#17)>56; £71%; &i%; % L ). The pace

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

is natural, and the pronunciation is virtually error free with the exception of 7 —* >3 = . The
response showecases rich vocabulary (e.g., FK AD B ; ##E ® B ; &= 2 5 H) with minimal errors
(e.g., 728 T instead of 7= 72 7T) and demonstrates the use of a variety of appropriate grammar (£t
B2 T 57O AR H Y 37 fEIZ72 4 5). Although the response contains minimal errors,
they are self-corrected (e.g., 23, %, @D, H—., b %, b—, BT HZD
\Z. O HTY).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

Enb, BRD, FHED, 77T 4 ET 4IZOWTEIELLET, Zhud, BHEE, B@E, Fyo vy
7, By, &L TreES—AxLET, A, sELLET, £ BT, BT ETHHE LWL
T7, Wol Xz, TALEDLE, Frld, LET, 1L, ETHHELWVWTT, H—, KIZ, BE, H—,
—HEICMERE IS, [TEET, b—. xle, MEZAET, 1L, ETHHELWTT, b—F7, *v
VBV camping 1. BHLLAWNWTT, H—HARIZIELS SADOWLURHY T, H—. LD AKR—Y
N, HVET, £, Hb—, BV TT, H—EHVWPORIZ, xR B\WE, H., —FICEVWET,
b—., THITELETHLEBLLANWTT, b—, KZIZ, TLVESF—2%LET, H—. BRIZIE, i
RTT, TLES =R ET, b—HE =T R~ LA RT—var, b—, v UF
DETAF =N T, H—. FEIZ, T LEF =22 LETORL, £oTH, XAZ
NTT, b—., 20X, BARDODFEDOT 7T ET 4, 1, ETh, ETHEBLLANVEENET,
b—, HUORELEHITINE L,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It
addresses almost all aspects of the prompt (e.g., Bt#; BLE|; camping; BV, 7 L B — L),
including explanation of view (H KDFEEDT 7 7T 4, 1X. £TH, ETHLELLANVERNE
9°). The response is relatively well organized with the use of cohesive devices (e.g., 57> 5; £ &
\Z; F£77; %12, Z o X 9 12) and contains cultural information that is generally correct (HANIZIE,
txpT 7 TULES—LRBVEST, Hh—pHIxIX, =T F— T ART—var, b—. ~
VADOET A7 — L0 EH Y F9). The pace is generally consistent with some unnatural hesitation
(e.g., »—) and repetition (e.g., HARIZIEX, Ax 7277 T L ES—LAH0AH Y £79). It also includes
lapses in the use of register (e.g., »—. &I(Z, WHE]). The vocabulary is appropriate but limited (e.g.,
KXAZOTT for 2L WTT or £ LV T9). The use of grammatical structures is appropriate, but
has sporadic errors in complex structures (e.g., Bt Z A2 F 3, 1%, & THH LTI should be Bl
BHRDLDIE, ETHRLNTT;, —fICT L e —20% LET ORI shouldbe — #4127 L B/ — 0%
3 % EFi3). The response could have earned a higher score had it contained more detail and
elaboration, Japanese pronunciation for a Katakana word (i.e., camping), and contained more
complex sentences with a better control of grammatical structures.

© 2023 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

INNb, FEO activity IZOWTHRELET, 5, "EZ L, BRI, TWieltEdE—17)
ZolEe L. 1T LET, LT, newyear @ shrinevisit (2, 2o &, FlkE, 2—o &, f7&F
9, Z - &, shrinevisit (2. shrine visit (. 2—»> &, A—. [long pause] good luck @, x - &
—. fortune., 2. HIF5H, L T—, 2—»o&. 9—A. hotspring. ., x—» & trip IZ. H
—. 1T&., f7& %9, Christmas &, x—. 2o &, present %=, HiF5, HIFLET, A—., & T
He ZA—, BLWTTh, i, b—., FiEL, 2—ok, 2W0WT%H, Ao L, HDZ, 172 F7,
TV, ENTIL, JEFE %, exhausted.

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. It
addresses the topic only marginally by briefly discussing the New Year, going to hot springs, and
Christmas (¥ L C. New Year @ shrinevisit (. x> &, FlfEL ., 2—- &, 17& £ Christmas
IZ. Z—. 2o &, present . H!F5). However, all these aspects contain English words. The
response includes off-topic elements and activities that are not clear (\W\7=72X £ 3, 2\ %, A5
L. BRIz, 17X £7). The information is generally scattered. The response lacks organization and
includes minimal use of cohesive devices (e.g., = L ), and the response includes frequent
hesitation (e.g., 2 > &; 2 —» &; »—; A —). Insufficient and inappropriate vocabulary, presented in
English words, frequently interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., activity; New Year; shrine visit;
good luck; hot spring; trip; Christmas; present). This response could have earned a higher score if it
had used appropriate vocabulary and grammatical patterns correctly to express the five aspects,
including the student’s views and opinions, less hesitation, and less reliance on English words.
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