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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Conversation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

excellence in

interpersonal speaking

in interpersonal speaking

Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

with comprehensibility
or results in very
fragmented language

with comprehensibility
or results in
fragmented language

with comprehensibility

in complex structures
or limited to simple
structures

errors in complex
structures

5 minimally or marginally prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
% E an appropriate but basic but appropriate an appropriate thorough and very thorough and
|<£ o incomplete answer answer response appropriate response; appropriate response;
g may include includes elaboration
o elaboration and detail and detail
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural Strained or unnatural Generally exhibits ease o Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes frequently interferes flow of expression flow of expression does of expression expression
with comprehensibility with comprehensibility sometimes interferes not interfere with
with comprehensibility comprehensibility
Constant hesitation or Frequent hesitation or Inconsistent pace Generally consistent Smooth pace with e Natural pace with
repetition repetition marked by some pace with some occasional hesitation or minimal hesitation or
hesitation or repetition unnatural hesitation or repetition, which does repetition
repetition not distract from the
E message
% Frequent errors in Frequent errors in Errors in pronunciation Errors in pronunciation Infrequent or e Pronunciation virtually
g pronunciation pronunciation sometimes necessitate do not necessitate insignificant errors in error free
necessitate intense necessitate constant special listener effort special listener effort pronunciation
listener effort listener effort
Constant use of Frequent use of Use of register and May include several Consistent use of e Consistent use of
register and style register and style style appropriate to lapses in otherwise register and style register and style
inappropriate to inappropriate to situation is inconsistent consistent use of appropriate to appropriate to
situation situation or includes many errors register and style situation except for situation
appropriate to occasional lapses
situation
Insufficient, Insufficient, Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary e Rich vocabulary and
inappropriate inappropriate vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms and idioms, with idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms interfere with sporadic errors
o constantly interfere frequently interfere comprehensibility
g with comprehensibility with comprehensibility
5 Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical Appropriate use of Appropriate use of e Excellent use of
g grammatical and grammatical and and syntactic grammatical and grammatical and grammar and syntax,
g syntactic structures syntactic structures structures syntactic structures, syntactic structures, with minimal or no
< significantly interferes frequently interferes sometimes interfere but with several errors with sporadic errors
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

o Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluates speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students
respond as part of a simulated conversation. It consists of a statement in English that identifies an
interlocutor and conversation topic, followed by a series of four related prompts in Japanese. After
each prompt, students have 20 seconds to respond.

On this year’s exam students participated in a conversation with Kenji Arai, their host family brother,
about Mother’s Day. To respond successfully to the prompt the students needed to (1) respond to
Kenji’s inquiry about how Mother’s Day is celebrated in the student’s home country; (2) make a
suggestion to Kenji about what he should make for Mother’s Day dinner; (3) explain to Kenji what
other celebrations take place in the student’s home country; and (4) reply to Kenji’s request to talk
again some time. The English preface to the Japanese prompts was: You will have a conversation
with Kenji Arai, your host family brother, about Mother’s Day.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
%9 TTH, OB TTR, um, FAOEZL L, RITV, RIS, EhoniBiEengd, L2112 T5
A, ZnTTh, Fib, 2o, BORIZ, BOOROZHIZ, EWRBIEEZIED 721\ TT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a very thorough and
appropriate response, including elaboration and detail by commenting on general customs (f.LD[E 7
5. NIV, BHZ, EhonARBlEEnE, WD X275 A, £\ T 1) and stating a personal
plan for Mother’s Day (. %, Z®. RO HIZ, BHDORO-DIT, TN RBIELZIED 72 TF).
The expression is natural and flowing, with minimal fillers (um) and virtually error-free
pronunciation. It contains complex grammar (FAD[E 72 5; D L 912925 N, B DO 7=H(2) and
rich vocabulary (I %; <213 0).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FEOETIX, BoRIX, 22&, BZ2, VB NE, BT ET, BLE, £—. 22—, FFalbé .
Faalb—rabiFEd, 2h—. EiFEES,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (F:%&. 7L P o &, HIF £ Hafbln, Faal—h %
&+ % 9). The pace is generally consistent, with some strained or unnatural flow of expression (% #u
—. 7217) that does not interfere with comprehensibility. One example of inappropriate vocabulary
(3 LPE. F—) does not necessitate special listener effort. The response contains appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic structures, with one minor error in particle usage (Ft%. 7L E &
should be £:iz, 7L k %). This response would have earned a higher score had it provided
elaboration and detail and included more complex grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
um, e LORE, b—, AKX, X, B, O - H5A - cuh &, BHEI JiITFAE - cH—, T
B RTL, TEET,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally by mentioning a meal and a present (ZiZA & - - H—., 7L ¥ }), but the response is
incomplete since it is not clear who will receive the meal and the present. Frequent hesitation and
repetition interfere with comprehensibility (b—, & &k, 2 L. . O - - 5 A - -uh, &, BT).
This response would have earned a higher score had it more directly addressed the prompt.

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Y=l BTLBHE, 206, ZHUE. WWTATT77EERNET, H. FAIRHTIEZE S DT,
HEVEAPIZTT VT, D EHA,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt by giving a reason (37 L 234 Z) for suggesting a particular food and elaborating by adding
an additional comment about the speaker’s plan ({£% & 5). The response exhibits ease of
expression and smooth pace. The use of a transitional element (727)>%) is appropriate. The
pronunciation is strong. The use of register is relatively consistent, primarily using ~ % 7 forms,
with the exception of 353" L 73 4F . The response includes relatively complex sentence structures
(e.g., IEZWEDL DT, HEVEWZHOWT, #1V £HA). The response would have earned a higher
score had it exhibited more elaboration, richer vocabulary, and more complex grammar.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
EFbh, MLV TTL— b—, THb, um, BREIAD, O, b—, =&, &, FE2R2b0%,
EoTH W BEWET, b,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response. The slightly unnatural flow of expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility. The pace is generally consistent, with some hesitation in the middle of the
response (b—., TH., um, BRESAD., O, H—). The vocabulary is basic but appropriate. The
response contains minor grammatical errors in the complex sentences ({i] & UV T for {if TH UL
T7; fE> T1 instead of fE- 72 %), but they do not interfere with comprehensibility. The response
also demonstrates the ability to produce a relative clause structure (—%&. =72, =721 D). The
response would have earned a higher score had it been more thorough and had it contained more
complex vocabulary and grammar structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
o— -« BRI Cd 4, uh - - - s A—, TASLELW LAEE-T, &— [long pause JA—
[long pause]
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2 (continued)

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt by suggesting two foods, but the response is incomplete, ending in mid-sentence. The
response is marked by frequent hesitation, with some long pauses (mostly Japanese, but in one case
in English [uh]). Pronunciation errors (L & L instead of 3~ L ; i 5 T instead of {E> ) interfere
with comprehension. Insufficient control of grammatical structure results in fragmented language.
This response would have earned a higher score had the student exhibited a greater control of
grammar and vocabulary, enabling them to produce a more complete response.

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
T AV B T—, oD —FMIToTWDHIE, ZUVATATYT, 7 UATADEEI, ARARFRE
—FEIZ, F—FERZD, FLT, HA, BIEHRZESTZD L TNWT, EoThH, BLWTT L—,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It provides a very thorough and
appropriate response with elaboration and detail by commenting on the holiday (7 U A~ Z) and
providing specific details (A 725k & —FfEIZ, 7 —FE2RB_7=D, ZL T, 9 A, BHRZE-T-
Y L T\ ). The response concludes with an opinion (& > T% ., # L\ T9 X —). The expression is
natural and flowing, with minimal fillers ( 9 A) and virtually error-free pronunciation. It contains
complex grammar (using the -7z » form to express multiple actions) and rich vocabulary (°—>1X9).

While —&#1T-> T\ 5% H is understandable, A&x.® & % H is more commonly used.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
ROEIZIIROAbHY £, HDO—, HIFREFLENT, HD—. [pause] KIZ/z< SAD—,
X7 e, HIFET - -

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (%X ® H % & ¥ % 7°). The pace is generally consistent, with
some unnatural pauses (% ?®— H) that do not interfere with the message. The vocabulary is
appropriate but limited. It demonstrates appropriate use of grammatical and syntactic structures
with minor errors (% ®— H should be % ® H; F5\ T should be F{x-> T). This response would
have earned a higher score had it contained a greater variety of vocabulary and idioms, more
elaboration, and more complex structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
B, 7200, n—, 2o&, #AEH, Thia, b—, #EHE, 7V AL Zob— DR
AV AN

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
with a comment about the holiday (f£4= H & 7 U A< X), but the answer is incomplete. It contains
labored expression (Bt ., 72iF. 73—). The limited vocabulary and control of grammatical
structures result in fragmented language that interferes with comprehensibility. The response trails
off with a statement (.- & . 437572 42) that leaves it incomplete. The response would have
earned a higher score had it contained more complete sentences and had it responded more directly
to the prompt with examples of other holidays.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
AN itﬁbib; H—., ZOFEFT I, b—, HAWVWL, FEFELESWVWWEEBSsTWNET,
H—. DO BIZIXEELFE L X, umm, £ ARER &b E BEunvET,

Commentary

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
thoroughly and directly by stating an interest in continuing the conversation at a later time (I3, %
7256 L ¥ L ) and expressing gratitude for an enjoyable conversation (Z @G53 2< ., H—. HH
VY L). Additionally, the response offers a specific suggestion for when to continue the conversation
(%5 AR & & EuvyvE90). Tt exhibits a general ease of expression with only minor hesitation
(& —; umm). Complex grammatical structures are used appropriately (VL. F7255 L7250
& o TuvE ). The polite register is appropriate as the respondent may view the speaker as older
and in a higher position. The response would have earned a higher score had it contained more
complex grammatical structures and rich vocabulary, as well as more thorough elaboration such as
offering to exchange contact information, further commenting on Mother’s Day, or concluding the
conversation.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
W, F£EETE, LET, b—, I, H—, BBV ®H, (L. Thanksgiving, &72» 7 U A~ X
night T4, H—., FADIFZ72, H—, ioﬁv@@lﬂ

Commentary

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt with a basic but appropriate response (i3>, £757 %, L% 9). The strained expression
such as the use of English pronunciation may interfere with comprehensibility (Thanksgiving should
be pronounced as %7 A &' 7). The response contains inconsistent pace with frequent
hesitation (&% —). The comments on preferred holidays demonstrate limited control of vocabulary and
syntactic structures, and they do not directly address the prompt (Thanksgiving, &7 7 U X< &
night T FAOMF X 72, H—. BIKA D HZ). This response would have earned a higher score had
it responded to the prompt more directly, included elaboration and detail appropriate to this prompt,
and demonstrated greater control of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
H—. X\, [long pause] uh, [long pause] ¥ 9 W\7= L E LT,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4 (continued)

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the
prompt (H—. [F\; £ 97z L E L) in acknowledging being thanked, but the statement of
agreement does not fully and clearly address the invitation to continue the conversation. There is
frequent hesitation, and the response demonstrates insufficient vocabulary and limited control of
grammatical structures. The response would have earned a higher score had it contained more
complete information and had the language been less fragmented.
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