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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 2: Compare and Contrast Article 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates competence Suggests emerging Demonstrates

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

in presentational writing

excellence in
presentational writing

excellence in
presentational writing

Article addresses prompt
only minimally

Article addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only
some aspects of prompt

Article addresses topic
directly but may not
address all aspects of

e Article addresses all aspects

of prompt, including
expression of preference

Article addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including expression of

e Article addresses all

aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and

in very fragmented language

in fragmented language

structures

2 prompt and reasoning, but may lack preference and detail, including
) detail or elaboration reasoning expression of
E preference and
o reasoning
g Lacks organization and Scattered information Portions may lack e Generally organized and Well organized and e Well organized and
O coherence generally lacks organization organization or coherent; use of transitional coherent, with a coherent, with a clear
ﬁ and coherence; minimal or coherence; infrequent elements and cohesive progression of ideas progression of ideas;
|<_t no use of transitional use of transitional devices may be inconsistent that is generally clear; use of appropriate
elements and cohesive elements and cohesive some use of transitional transitional elements
devices devices elements and cohesive and cohesive devices
devices
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural e Strained or unnatural flow Generally exhibits ease e Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes with frequently interferes with flow of expression of expression does not of expression expression
comprehensibility comprehensibility sometimes interferes interfere with
with comprehensibility comprehensibility
> Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and e Errors in orthography and Infrequent or e Orthography and
e mechanics very frequent or mechanics frequent or mechanics may be mechanics do not interfere insignificant errors in mechanics virtually
; significantly interfere with interfere with readability frequer.mt. or interfere with with readability orthogrz?phy and error free
g readability readability mechanics
Minimal use of kanji Frequent mistakes in use of May include frequent e May include several Occasional mistakes in e Virtually no mistakes in
according to AP Japanese kanji according to AP mistakes in use of kanji mistakes in use of kanji use of kanji according to use of kanji according
kanji list Japanese kaniji list according to AP Japanese according to AP Japanese AP Japanese kanji list to AP Japanese kaniji list
kanji list kanji list
Constant use of register and Frequent use of register and Use of register and style e May include several lapses Consistent use of e Consistent use of
style inappropriate to style inappropriate to appropriate to situation is in otherwise consistent use register and style register and style
situation situation inconsistent or includes of register and style appropriate to situation appropriate to situation
many errors appropriate to situation except for occasional
lapses
Insufficient, inappropriate Insufficient, inappropriate Some inappropriate e Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary e Rich vocabulary and
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms and idioms, with idioms
o constantly interfere with frequently interfere with interfere with sporadic errors
8 comprehensibility comprehensibility comprehensibility
3 Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammaticaland e Appropriate use of Appropriate use of e Excellent use of
< grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic syntactic structures grammatical and syntactic grammatical and grammar and syntax,
8 structures significantly structures frequently sometimes interfere with structures, but with several syntactic structures, with minimal or no
2 interferes with interferes with comprehensibility errors in complex structures with sporadic errors in errors
5 comprehensibility or results comprehensibility or results or limited to simple complex structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response)
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article
Sample: A

BRI FRCTHE LV 22D OV TT N2 RIT IO LW L O EDFE IOV
TEREEZET,

FP. HEOREZID & A b UVARES T, FRUSNOTEI Z 3 DRFHEAE 2 T, BWEEIZRY
F9., RIIBERBEROBRELZ T L ELSAREDL LEATEY 7 F TIEENCSINT 2 R A3
AFELE, ZOMETHELS TERD AT LARDRPoT2TT,

TH, LW T RAEZTHERLSEAEZD L, Bo2TF ¥ LU TE5 L, L SADEEEE
HENRT U ATHRBRAE L D2 FET, FMTEHLWAAEY 7 Ao 8 &5 £ 0 AE L IFESRRFEN
RinolzlT &, I ENFANTHA LR =V AL FO N2 BSTEHWE LT,

LT TADEO 7 7 A% TWDDIXA G DOHHE > TREFRNVNE BnET, THRUTEEL
WI T RAEWBDERNNEBWET, WL SAFESL, ANV AEaY hr—/LT HRERIZ
2D FET, TNTHRIIMHER 7 TR LEST, Ty LU VICRDIBECERELZRD 20 & BnET,
L. BN BIZEHELWVREEZZ T THER L2 DRAORERICEICSE D £77, EFHA 2RO DIk
oo bR FEENT U RATEDLIITENET, ESALRELRSN LS ILKEXITHOER
LCiEATLEZY, U ETT,

Sample: B

BIIHHO 7 AL LD FRAZLOET, MFDI FANTELS SADEI ZEHTWND Z MR
HoET,

—ODEHI LMD T AOLTNANTT, flziE, BHEO7 T AEERD - 20 H Y 7035,
HLWDOZ TANREL SADE—ERH Y £,

2OHDEI ZLIFHLVD I T AL DI EEFOET, RERL, HLWLWOIZ T RIZH o &
DORFRZ T D005 TT,

ZL T, OLODRLZ EIEMFICHEARCORRETY 7 2 12frE £4, flzid, E< omticse
D r T A5 04 TY,

B —ODPTND Z LXMDY T RO~ —T A E{ED £9, BlE, 2o s 7 A
WCEBEEZT D EE, BHONSZIZOFEORMZES T, THEZRU E7, .

HLWEFHHO 7 7 AT, FBITH LD T AR LW EBNET, s, #LVLoO
7 T AZHGBIRD A XV EED NS TT,

Sample: C

HELWT AN, LroT7RT7TANTTD,

FADEBRIL, AARIAN, LW T X%, LET, WDIZ, RFEOT v I N H—o bh—r%, &
DETNHE, ETHEHLWI 7 2X%&2, WHWEET, TH, < SALEI TR TRE, HATZH,
HEAWTIED Y £H A,

LW TR, J—FE, ST ER, bo B, brobRARRENWET,

W, EF7r 722, AILLRRNTT, ZO7 TR, HrobkLwwlZne, < EAALR,
DT NPLNE RN ENWET,

BAHZEL2R0R, Lol EWnE, 0T ER, BbroblikARETTINnG, LW 7 A% K4
XTY, ZLT, BDEbDOWWELTELR, LW T A~ WETZWTT,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article (continued)
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

The Compare and Contrast Article task assesses presentational writing skills by having students
write an article for the student newspaper of their sister school in Japan. The task prompt is given in
English and asks students to compare and contrast two sides of a single topic based on their own
experience. They are required to identify three aspects of the topic and highlight similarities and
differences between the two. In addition, students are asked to express their preference for one or
the other of the sides and to provide their reasoning for that choice. The responses are expected to
demonstrate students’ ability to identify, compare and contrast, elaborate, choose, and explain in
presentational writing. Students are also expected to display their ability to write using the AP kanji,
to make use of a robust vocabulary, and to demonstrate control over grammatical structures.

The 2023 prompt asked students to compare and contrast taking a challenging class and taking an
easy class.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This article demonstrates excellence in presentational writing. It addresses all aspects of the prompt
with thoroughness and detail, including expressions of preference and reasoning, as well as
describing both the pros and cons of having taken a difficult class (FAIZEE L VWVH AGEZ 7 A &2 B> 7=
EEHEVRGELESFEN o7 F E, E SAFATEA LR —V AL NO LN ERA5T
FH U E L72). The response clearly states the student’s preference (THRATHE L VT T A& HLD 50
VW & L E 70) by highlighting the benefits of taking challenging classes, while at the same time
acknowledging some positive aspects of easier classes (e.g., M 5 & H72< S AESL). Itis well
organized and coherent, with a clear progression of ideas and appropriate use of cohesive devices
and transitional elements (e.g., ¥ 7, T%, £ T%). The article exhibits natural, easily flowing
expressions (e.g., H L7 7 ZAFHHEO 7 T 2% WD DIZH GO L > TRS TN E NV E
T Em WD BITEE LWRELE ST TEK L7 DRADRERIZEIZNL S £ 77). There are minor errors in
language use (e.g.,, H/3 % F v L Y T& 5 L shouldbe HH3IZF ¥ LV TEDH; NT LU ATED L
12 £ 9 would be better written as /37 2 L < TE 5 X 91274 Y £9), but they do not
interfere with comprehensibility. There are virtually no errors in the use of AP kanji. The use of
register and style is appropriate to the situation. Rich vocabulary and idioms are evident (e.g., /17"
%y B9y D Fr; SR LIS DIEES; £ 5 BT, A44%). The article demonstrates excellent use of
grammar and syntax with minimal errors (e.g., 58 & EFHE2 N7 23 58Kk %2 & 5 2 £ 9 could be
FhoR EAEFDNT AL TEDH L DITRY £).

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

This article demonstrates competence in presentational writing. It addresses all aspects of the
prompt, including preference and reasoning (¥ L\ & fHE D 7 T AT, FEIXEELVWO 7 T AN
HobllWEBWES, e, HLWOY T RICHSBMIBRO A X L EEL )L TT). Itis
generally organized and coherent, with use of transitional devices (e.g., %l 2 1X; 72 €72 6; L C; 2
S H; 9 —>D). The strained flow of expressions does not interfere with comprehensibility (e.g.,
HELWOIZ TAZEORET; LD T T ATH - EOMHREZTH0HTI, £BED 7 T ACEE O~
F— A M &1EY £79°). Orthography and mechanics are virtually error free, except for minor
errors (L 7 /L for L~UL; 72 X7 & for 7272 5). The use of register and style is consistent and
appropriate to the situation. Basic but limited vocabulary is used (e.g., A ¥/ % {E% should be % &
)L % 5255 in this context). The use of grammatical and syntactic structures is appropriate, but there
are several errors in the use of particles (e.g., # L\ 2~ Z X should be # L\~ < ) and complex
syntactic structures (e.g., 5D 7 T AN SADED Z EUTWAH Z EMNH Y £9 would be
better written as i 5 D7 T AIZ1F 72 SAEI Z & EHITWAH Z & H Y £9°). This response could
have earned a higher score had it contained richer vocabulary and more complex grammatical
structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This article suggests a lack of competence in presentational writing. It addresses the topic
marginally (# L\ 7 7 2, U x 997227 7 A T7H). In addition, the information is scattered
and lacks coherence, making the points of comparison difficult to identify (e.g., \ X 2IZ. KFDT v
TN —o h—=r%, LODETNL, ETCHLEELWY T 2%, W R E ). There is minimal use of
transitional devices (e.g., T%, k). Labored expressions and orthography errors affect readability
(e.g., TH, MK EAL L HITHRI T RAE, BATN, HAWVWTIEOY VA, 7Ty IV —o b—V).
Overuse of commas interrupts the flow of reading. Furthermore, inappropriate vocabulary interferes
with comprehensibility (e.g., A5 Z & Lo, L {7E0E, ENTERR, bHrobRARET
9°7»5). Language use shows limited control of grammatical structures, resulting in fragmented
language (e.g., HEL W7 T R, /— &, < SN ZER, Lo EER, brobikAR L
T3 7 5). Greater control of basic grammatical structures and appropriate vocabulary could have
earned the response a higher score.
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