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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Text Chat 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

competence in
interpersonal writing

excellence in
interpersonal writing

in interpersonal writing

e Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

e Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

5 minimally or marginally prompt and provides an prompt and provides a prompt and provides an prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
= = appropriate but basic but appropriate appropriate response thorough and very thorough and
fj a incomplete answer answer appropriate response; appropriate response;
g may include elaboration includes elaboration
o and detail and detail
e Labored expression e Labored expression Strained or unnatural e Strained or unnatural Generally exhibits ease ¢ Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes frequently interferes flow of expression flow of expression does of expression expression
with comprehensibility with comprehensibility sometimes interferes not interfere with
with comprehensibility comprehensibility
e Errors in orthography e Errorsin orthography Errors in orthography e Errors in orthography Infrequent or e Orthography and
> and mechanics very and mechanics frequent and mechanics may be and mechanics do not insignificant errors in mechanics virtually
= frequent or significantly or interfere with frequent or interfere interfere with orthography and error free
% interfere with readability with readability readability mechanics
a readability
e Constant use of register e Frequent use of register Use of register and style e May include several Consistent use of ¢ Consistent use of
and style inappropriate and style inappropriate appropriate to situation lapses in otherwise register and style register and style
to situation to situation is inconsistent or consistent use of appropriate to situation appropriate to situation
includes many errors register and style except for occasional
appropriate to situation lapses
¢ Insufficient, ¢ Insufficient, Some inappropriate e Appropriate but limited Variety of vocabulary ¢ Rich vocabulary and
inappropriate inappropriate vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms and idioms, with idioms
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms interfere with sporadic errors
w cqnstantly interfe_rg . fr(_equently interfe.re_ _ comprehensibility
35 with comprehensibility with comprehensibility
5 ¢ Limited control of ¢ Limited control of Errors in grammatical e Appropriate use of Appropriate use of ¢ Excellent use of
g grammatical and grammatical and and syntactic structures grammatical and grammatical and grammar and syntax,
(O] syntactic structures syntactic structures sometimes interfere syntactic structures, but syntactic structures, with minimal or no
% significantly interferes frequently interferes with comprehensibility with several errors in with sporadic errors in errors

with comprehensibility
or results in very
fragmented language

with comprehensibility
or results in fragmented
language

complex structures or
limited to simple
structures

complex structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “Idon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese
e NotinJapanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response)
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Sample: A

FOFIEE 9 A TA L TOMBIRL> TORVWATTITNE S, 20T U 4 VAR EL->THoT
WREIIRERA Y T4 T To TWE LT,

Sample: B
HE. COVIDIZA Y TA > THgaE LE L, Th, WEIZFERICHEE LT ET,
Sample: C

Zhnblt, AT P TERENFETT,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

Text Chat 1-6 evaluates writing skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students
respond as part of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. The prompt comprises a statement
in English identifying an interlocutor and conversation topic and a series of brief messages to which
students respond. Each message consists of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English
that provides guidance on what is expected in that response. Students have 90 seconds to read the
message and respond at each turn in the text-chat exchange.

On this year’s exam, students participated in a text-chat exchange about online learning with Haruna
Tashiro, a previous exchange student. To successfully respond to the prompts, students needed to
(1) explain how or if online learning was taking place at their schools, (2) give a specific example of a
positive aspect of digital learning, (3) offer advice to Haruna on how to improve study skills while
engaged in online learning, (4) describe how high school students’ lifestyles changed as a result of
online learning, (5) give a reason for why they may or may not want to do digital learning next year,
and (6) respond to Haruna’s desire to collect other students’ opinions through a group chat. Each of
the six responses receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with the student expressing that the school no longer offers online classes. Furthermore, elaboration
is provided by contrasting it to how classes were conducted online during the pandemic (== 7) 7 ¢
VAT 5 To TWEHIFIREN A T A4 2 T{T-> TUE L72). The response is well organized
and coherent, with a clear progression of ideas that state that the respondent’s class is no longer
carried out via online (—{F#1 & & ; 13X° - TV 72 H[X). Orthography and mechanics are virtually error
free. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response contains rich
vocabulary (13°- T; \\/ztH; 1T 9 ). Excellent use of grammar and syntax are evident, with minimal
errors (e.9., b9 A 74 TR TNV TR THo THIZA VT4 2 TiT-> TWE L72). Aminor
error in particles (f22234 2 7 A TiTo CWE L= for &%¥452 4 T4 L Tiro T\ E L72) does
not interfere with comprehensibility.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with statements that contrast how students studied before and after the pandemic. Particle errors do
not interfere with readability (V5 for W\ F(Z; 224212 should be %4 C). The unnatural placement of
& & at the beginning of the response and a phrase (COVID (Z is better phrased as COVID DH§(Z)
do not significantly impede comprehensibility. The response contains appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms. This response could have earned a higher score had it contained a wider
variety of vocabulary, used more complex grammatical structures, and included more elaboration
and detail.

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The answer is incomplete
because it does not clearly explain the school situation regarding the use of online learning, although
the student does state a preference for using it. Errors in orthography interfere with readability (Z A/
WHIL; A7 k). It includes insufficient vocabulary and demonstrates limited control of language
(F 72573 should be & 725D 73%). The response could have earned a higher score had it answered the
question more directly and demonstrated better control of language use.

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Sample: A

FNIBEARGED 7 7 AR FD T T AL T T A L OE-EN—FERTZ L BNET, 72< S AR
NHHL, BrRERNTLIL. 207 FTATEHyITA L DE-ERHHDIE D BN E BN E T,

Sample: B

HOERIE, Ty 7RV ET, ZOT7 v 7OHF T, ELZEEHDIENDHY T, & THIEF &
Bk o,

Sample: C

SN TIEAFTA D
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with an opinion that the most convenient method of doing homework is online. The second sentence
follows up on the opinion by giving two examples of the benefits of doing homework online (e.g.,
ample time to complete assignments; variety of questions). The response is well organized with a
clear progression of ideas. Complex structures such as the cohesive device ~L~ L and a
summarizing opinion ~ & H.\V % 7~ are evident. Delivery is generally natural and easily flowing,
although &4 72 B [#739 % L should be a2 72BN T 5 L and 7= < S AfEEREE 2AdHDH L
could have been better expressed as 7= < & AfEEDFE 3% % L. The minor error of adding @ in 15
DB 5 DIE 9 )Y does not impede comprehensibility. All kanji are typed accurately and
appropriately, which enhances readability. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to the
situation.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. The student directly addresses the
prompt by describing an app that is used as a study tool at school. Grammatical structures contain
some errors (Fidr = & 23% W £9 would be better as #iie = & 23T £ ; {#if] & should be {572
&), but do not interfere with comprehensibility. = @7 v~ 7™+ C is an unnatural expression, and
would have been better written as Z®7 v 7" Cor Z®7 v 7 % fi > T. An orthography and
mechanics mistake (f\ > X 9 ) does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response could have
earned a higher score had it used more complex grammatical structures and used a wider variety of
vocabulary and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the general topic
of doing online activities, but the answer is incomplete because it does not specify a benefit of online
learning. While the use of an informal speech style (f# 9 ) is acceptable in this context, the response
is limited to a simple grammatical structure. Referring to Covid as = E'} rather than the more
commonly used word = = J- somewhat interferes with comprehensibility. The response could have
earned a higher score had it answered the question more completely and demonstrated better control
of language use.

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A

a3 5L X0, VIV HNDOEREZE ERBNVWEREWET, #3, mFICFOEEELTH L X
ICERETLHEETNTELDT, L THMMBATEE S,

Sample: B

FT/—FaEILTROWERWES, R8s BIERLTWVWNLTT,
Sample: C

fEEBTER D DO KFTT
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with the advice that listening to classical music while studying can help while engaged in online
learning. The response includes elaboration with a personal account of how listening to music has
enhanced the student’s learning. Multiple subordinate clauses, such as ~ & Z(Z and ~ & are
evident. Delivery flows easily, although some phrases are somewhat unnatural (%3#£% 9 5 for &3
X ETHMMNTE E 9 for i98A K < TX £ 7). An orthographic error (CX % 9 should be T
& ¥ 7°) does not impede comprehensibility. Register and style are generally consistent. The use of B
\ rather than V' suggests a sensitivity to appropriate style. The response exhibits excellent use of
grammar, incorporating complex structures without errors. Language use includes rich vocabulary
(#27) and the correct representation of the borrowed word 7 < > 4 /L.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It follows the English directive to
give advice, namely, to take notes by hand when engaged in online learning. The response also
provides justification for the advice by suggesting that taking notes by hand will make it easier to
remember what is being studied. Grammatical structures are not complex, but are used appropriately,
including ~#5 23\ and ~ & v vF 9. The syntactic structure to give a reason (72872 5~ 5T
9°) is a pattern that is often used mistakenly by learners but is written correctly in this response. The
error in BIEC7 W, rather than 351F 2 <29\, does not impede comprehensibility. Vocabulary is
appropriate but limited. This response could have earned a higher score had it used more complex
grammatical structures, a wider variety of vocabulary, and more elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. There is an attempt to address
the prompt by referring to doing homework, but the response is incomplete as it is not tied to online
learning. The expression is labored, which impacts comprehensibility. Grammatical control is
limited, as evidenced by the inability to produce 5% 9% @, and this affects comprehensibility.
Errors, such as ¥ for %, and %> for /%, also impede comprehensibility. The response could have
earned a higher score with a more direct, more complete answer, and by demonstrating greater
control of language use.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Sample: A

ERSROAETRIT., IR TWALEWET, AU IA4 0 TIREEZZITONABNT T, oDl
2T TE VL OET, e 2iE, AR—YREHERTTXET,

Sample: B

ERAEDEIRITE o ENAT IRz, 7T AEFHE T, FRIAT DIV SR o7
Sample: C

T T A VBB T, SO DD T TN Lo T,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
describing how high school students’ lifestyles have gotten easier (272> T\ 5 & BHuvvE ).
Furthermore, the response adds detail by specifying how students are able to use their time more
efficiently (4> 7 4 > TREZZ T ONDI BT T, O DIZEEZ T TE D < HET, ). The
response is well organized and coherent, with a clear progression of ideas. The delivery flows
naturally and easily. The use of kanji () instead of hiragana ({Z) to indicate a particle somewhat
impedes comprehensibility, but the other kanji error (5i#%## for 5% 4:) is easier to understand.
Register is consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response contains rich vocabulary (57
HILD BT T, FEEZ T T LD < o FET; ). Most kanji are typed accurately and appropriately,
which enhances readability.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with a description of how high school students’ lives have become simplified due to online learning.
The response uses appropriate syntactic structures, although 17< ®iZV & 7275 7= could have been
better expressed as 17772 < T% X 7>> 7. A mechanical error (missing a period at the end) does not
interfere with comprehensibility. The informal speech style (72> 7=; 727> 7=) is consistent and
appropriate for communicating with a fellow student. The response could have earned a higher score
had it used more appropriate complex structures and a wider variety of vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It appears to address the
prompt with the student’s feelings (723 7> L 7> 72 T7") about the online environment toward the
end of high school, but the answer is incomplete because it does not specify how students’ lifestyles
changed due to online learning. Errors in orthography are frequent (4> 7 1 A for 4> 7 A ;s
for f#3%; BRIV for E#/E). Insufficient vocabulary interferes with comprehensibility (e.g., 4> 7 A
A5 would be better written as 4> 7 1 > %23). The response could have earned a higher score if
it had answered the question more completely and demonstrated better control of language use.

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5
Sample: A

ZFTENERWET | i, BEIROBBNT T, T4 0 THIOIRTI<KHRIZRY E L, K
THOKEDLEELETFTILIITED L, FEEALZOTRV N EB>TnET !

Sample: B

WWZL SRR, AU T AU THOF L RN TT, ZOBEEITA Y T A ITHELND T,
Sample: C

ZENOYSNATESSPSIA

© 2023 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with a clear progression of ideas. The first statement conveys the student’s enthusiasm to learn
online next year (3 F 7=\ & v E 771), and latter sentences provide reasons for that favorable
opinion (e.g., easy to learn through the help of technology; ability to speak with friends from home
and still learn). The delivery is generally natural and easily flowing. The response contains a
cohesive device (725 & £72569 2 £ 13X T& % L) and a summarizing opinion (& E - T\ &E9).
Orthography is virtually error free, with a minor error (adding an extra I3 to ¥37>7) that does not
impede comprehensibility. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. Rich
vocabulary is evident (& iT; £77fr; 337>17). The response contains excellent use of grammatical and
syntactic structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (= OEEH I A2 7 A 1T¥E L 75 T9). Sporadic errors in
orthography are minor and do not interfere with comprehensibility (¥ L; > 7 ). Register and
style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response uses appropriate but limited
vocabulary (4> 7 1 138 L\ ) 5). It displays an appropriate use of syntactic structures but is
limited to the simple ones (~ 7). A response that included more complex structures and details
would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. There is a marginal
connection to the prompt, with 35355\ suggesting that the reader has many thoughts on the
subject of online classes. However, the lack of sufficient language interferes with comprehensibility.
This response could have received a higher score had it provided a more direct answer to the prompt
and exhibited better control of syntactic structures.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6
Sample: A

b, TNIFTNNWTATT ERVETR ! AIZL DM BVDRETA Y T A VFERE LE LEEND,
TDONETHENH D EMNTHETR !

Sample: B
TV, WWTT ! SR LWL RIZIEIAN—T T vy REED 7,
Sample: C

WWNTT L, TS
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6 (continued)

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
with an initial statement that conveys the student’s enthusiastic support of doing a group chat (%
TN T A 77 EBunEd 42! ). Detail and elaboration are added with an offer to find students that
might be willing to partake in that activity (= D A7= HIZEEENH D L THFET 4! ). The
delivery exhibits natural and easily flowing expressions. Orthography and mechanics are virtually
error free. Register and style are consistent and appropriate to the situation. The response contains
rich vocabulary (%19 &V >; AE; BLER). Errors in vocabulary and syntactic structures are minimal (%
% would be better as “##; ~ & #-_XTA £ 7 would be better written as ~#H X CHAET; T AT T
EEWE T shouldbe 74 T 772 L BunE ).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (\\ T ! ; 7 L—7F ¥ v & 1ED £ 7). The use of register
and style are appropriate to the situation. Language use and vocabulary are appropriate but limited
to simple structures. A minor error (V> L X (Z1% would be better written as \ > L X (Z) does not
interfere with comprehensibility. The response contains appropriate but limited vocabulary. The use
of grammatical and syntactic structure is appropriate but limited to simple structure. If the response
contained a wider variety of vocabulary, more complex syntactic structures, and more elaboration, it
could have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It attempts to directly address
the prompt but is an incomplete response because it is unclear what the student is agreeing to do
with only the initial statement (Vv >C39" J&). An error in orthography (2 /v~ for 7' /L— ) interferes
with comprehensibility. It could have earned a higher score had it responded to the statement more
completely and demonstrated better control of language.
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