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AP® Comparative Government and Politics 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Conceptual Analysis 4 points

(A)

Describe the concept of the state. 1 point
Acceptable descriptions include:

Political organizations (or set of formal rules or institutions) that have at least two of
the following:

sovereignty (internal and/or external)
control over people

a defined territory

international recognition

governing institutions

a permanent population

O O O O O O

Note: an acceptable response must contain at least two of the elements of the description
to earn credit. Responses that only refer to people are not enough to earn credit.

(B) Describe one difference between a state and a nation. 1 point
Acceptable descriptions include:
e A state has sovereignty, while a nation is not considered sovereign and lacks control
over its people.
e A state refers to specific territory, while a nation is defined by a group of people, not a
specific piece of territory.
e A state refers to institutions, while a nation refers to people with commonalities such
as race, language, religion, ethnicity, and political identity.
(C) Explain one reason why a state might fail. 1 point

Acceptable explanations include:

A state might fail because it loses legitimacy and the support of its people.

A state might fail because it lacks capacity or is unable to meet the essential needs of
its people, such as providing security.

A state might fail due to significant cleavages if they lead to conflict and civil war.

A state might fail if it is too weak to stop an invasion, war, or other takeover by an
outside actor.
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(D) Explain why multinational states might face challenges in establishing legitimacy. 1 point
Acceptable explanations include:

e Multinational states may have difficulty establishing legitimacy because people
affected by existing cleavages might feel excluded from the political process and do
not support the state.

e Multinational states might face challenges in establishing legitimacy because there are
conflicting interests and competition among groups.

e Multinational states might face challenges in establishing legitimacy because there is
pressure from neighboring countries that sense government weakness and
vulnerability.

Total for question1 4 points

© 2023 College Board



important: Completely flll in the circte

Sample 1A, 10f 1

that coresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. ® O O @)

Question1 Question2 Question3 Questiond @

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

A shte B e highesy -Gpvecing.-rm of gqoemment céisting
0¥ A pernanent poplatin, quecring body, Herdtecy 4 Tnhabi,
A4 Swreignty bothy ealy and - aiemakonaly, Mtanng
Lhittones and power is RLognized. |
BY A Stie is A oroatdery form in wWhich feribory, penantint -

dahon, Qnd o Qoveninent i Fejured, Whereks A Yidhon
Aescnbes 0 Cpllechve o4 poyie who (Sspliakt 15 ealh otré—
based vpon chf€went Faetors Such s 1ace, Bty o yekgen.
For example, & Stke mAy be tomgsedd ot chbtear ratons
Q) A stake may Pl dve o A Dy OF Reibory, o whicn
bordeang sates may encoach aod fakt, lasd, @suliag in e
are Assplying. This codld dso 1esult in a latk o Suver gty
05 Nematioon,| " Actars m‘,jhr ot rwgnu)xhc S oY
Xraton. |
DY Milbnatonal states mighic face challonges 1 establishung
lgimacy a5 each nahon 15 Sieakly Associaled (iwhgiously
ol cally , eto). 0 Yoy Dwie cibbeing wANES dnd neds fhat
bt vnity AFficIE b aciae 1A paben chesny feel

Rprstated) 05 might higpen BN & State & o
muihpie  natons, ’rhw\ m‘.jg»r ot doyee with A Stakes r“nghv Yo
e them, héaming iy

Page 2

Uee a pen with black or dark biue ink only. Do NOT writs your name. Do NOT write outaide the box.

~




Sample 1B, 1 of 1

| ®=  Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Question 4 ;T
"= that corresponds to the question you ° o o o
are answering on this page. -

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
A, The state 15 the concept that the people Llivivg
within the same reqon of land &t wm share. mawn
common similarities with each other This coul
iclude languagereligion, ethnicity and other cultural
factors that create the ao,lcn-h-fy of the pesple v
Fm"c;cular state, Linh i
B. While not all states ore wternatinally yecoguzzed,
nations do receive tntecnational recoguition by
large groups such os NATO and the EU.
C-A state might farl if the peoptepidiat— sfatels
SchrnmcM (oses ifs 663 E%Ema.g from the f’eofﬁe,-
T+ the people of q state deo npot believe their
goverpment 15 Usihg ots powers for the will of
-tht FeofJLe{ ‘then '“ﬂt. Fgaﬁlc yucw frp'f‘e.s'f' and cq Ll
to over throw #He aud replace the current governwert
i fower.
D. Multingtionel states wmght face challenges tn
est ablishing (e9:t imacy because different cultures
vithin these multinafional states wiay have confluty
beliefs ;v hou the government ghaulﬂyuse >3 powers,
Df”eriﬂj opinions awnd (oersfefhvef e r*e(zjzon or
other cultural factors way- could wake of ditficult
for a government to establish (eg ttimacy Whew
trying to appeal to all sides of the spectrum.

Page 2
Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.




Sample 1C, 1 of 1

o I -y
important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Questiond4 @
that corresponds to the question you

are answering on this page. ° O @) O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
(AIA State 15 o Seownt‘ of « CQUner that s s¢® aouemzr)

as well «s bu:n) oNerned b CUun!:rJ. OFhcials ol Elre st
wT cgpmined bj W Gbzens M bae St

owd at  alloeed wrbnia roles k’_‘j Une Jouunm-cn!:.

(DA stube > a porbion ol a Country Ehat has ban split
Eom obur sbtes and > allowed b gooon ibselt follovin
x‘:‘r\.c, ,:_Mf:{; Euhim-ﬂr Nabon i Comé:v ¢

P A - S el oA ot 4
Jovtrnneat Coqéﬂ)”ﬂ? A thhE . co MLE,

(f-);q— state hmw‘j Ouil  becovse b allows QbFerent cros oFac
Cwﬂb‘:) o g thersehes unde B consbubion. Thede ovies,
V"“:j hee dbaqnt bdieFs £hen af-.(“-c.f'a/ef@(.vj!b the Counfy
bo” become orided,

W5 (D) Mullinelron Skubes e, vy Chelleyes tn estnblishs,
lﬁfjf&?f‘“"&:cj Lec oo #g UAC scpvedion ol bie pesplt
tllows for thre WHucaee oF dirrent colbers and rwcals,
When e Feor;t.«_ hore dTFHerent 3deds and norls HaLJ

ar I ol bo (ijfn-_”,\,.? Moy part blereq € {/’m\gb S
U/\-Lj:ufb’*"m{' V‘-mJ Q'n) 4 d-‘t?cu”: to Meke all e chpf»t_,
L"‘"‘r?}":j hn O }@LD}/?LI— dJorok Get (e b [;L-é,(j b Qf/\-":)
bac| [ e H/wjoqgﬂwp i3 1ynenn é’f/m‘? bh'y cevses Elrans
bo disteust bbu-cjafwmmkfwfb Lo lowend b:‘biwa,

it £ WI% Ovie

Page 2
Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

—




AP® Comparative Government and Politics 2023 Scoring Commentary

Question 1
Conceptual Analysis

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

The intent of this question was to assess the ability of students to describe and explain. Students were
expected to describe the concept of the state, then to describe a difference between a state and a
nation. Students then needed to explain one reason why a state might fail. Finally, students were
expected to explain why multinational states might face challenges in maintaining legitimacy.

Sample: 1A
Score: 4

(A) The response earned 1 point for describing a state as “the highest form of government consisting
of a permanent population, governing body, territory to inhabit, and sovereignty both locally and
internationally, meaning its existence and power is recognized.”

(B) The response earned 1 point for describing the difference between a state and a nation by
stating, “A state is a broader term in which territory, permanent population, and a government is
required, whereas a nation describes a collective of people who associate with each other based
upon different factors such as race, ethnicity, or religion.”

(C) The response earned 1 point for explaining why a state may fail by stating that “due to a loss of
territory, in which bordering states may encroach and take land, resulting in the state dissolving.”
The statement about the loss of international recognition is not sufficient to have earned the point.

(D) The response earned 1 point for explaining why multinational states might face challenges in
establishing legitimacy by stating, “If a nation doesn’t feel properly represented, as might happen
when a state is balancing multiple nations, they might not agree with a state’s right to rule them,

harming legitimacy.”

Sample: 1B
Score: 2

(A) The response did not earn a point for describing the concept of the state because “the people
living within the same region of land ... common similarities ... include language, religion, ethnicity”
does not correctly describe a defined region and does not attempt to describe a second characteristic.

(B) The response did not earn a point for describing the difference between a nation and a state
because it incorrectly describes “states are internationally recognized, nations do receive
international recognition.”

(C) The response earned 1 point for explaining why a state might fail as “the state’s government
loses its legitimacy from the people. If the people of a state do not believe their government is using
its powers for the will of the people, then the people may protest and call to overthrow and replace
the current government in power.”
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Question 1 (continued)

(D) The response earned 1 point for explaining why multinational states might face challenges in
establishing legitimacy. It states, “Differing opinions and perspectives in religion or other cultural
factors could make it difficult for a government to establish legitimacy when trying to appeal to all
sides of the spectrum.”

Sample: 1C
Score: 1

(A) The response did not earn a point for describing the concept of a state because it incorrectly
describes a state as “a segment of a country that is self governed as well as being governed by
country.”

(B) The response did not earn a point for describing the difference between a nation and a state
because it incorrectly states, “A state is a portion of a country that has been split from other states ...
A nation is a country with one government controlling the entire country.”

(C) The response did not earn a point for explaining one reason why a state might fail because it
incorrectly states, “A state may fail because it allows different areas of a country to govern
themselves ... These areas may have different beliefs than others, causing the country to become
divided.”

(D) The response earned 1 point for explaining why multinational states might face challenges in
establishing legitimacy by stating, “When the people have different ideals and morals they are
difficult to govern. They may want different things and the government may find it difficult to make
all the people happy.”
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