
2023 AP® 3-D Art and Design 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale Row 

D–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row D: 2-D/3-D/Drawing Art and Design Skills 
1 2 3 

Visual evidence of rudimentary and 
moderate 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of moderate and 
good 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of good and 
advanced 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Score Rationale 

The visual evidence throughout the sustained investigation shows a range of good to advanced 3-D 
skills. For example, images 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6 demonstrate varying degrees of good 3-D skills. Images 
2, 3, and 6 focus primarily on repetitive decorative patterns, while images 1 and 5 begin exploring 
space activation. All images use zip ties to explore the repetition of lines and shapes, the connection 
between volumes, and figure-ground interaction. However, images 7-15 demonstrate an advanced 
command of 3-D skills and a better understanding of the materials and their relationship to the 
human form. Image 7 creates a veil implying transparency for the wearer, while images 9-10 
emphasize the connection between the wearer's appendages. The scale application ranges from 
small woven objects in images 2 and 3 to large-scale installations in image 15. The range of scale 
extends from a few inches across to over 4 feet tall, showcasing an extensive range of material 
applications. The introduction of lights in images 13 and 15 illuminates the sculptures and emphasis 
the forms. This sustained investigation is an excellent example of 3-D skills with accessible materials 
through the innovative use of zip ties, beginning with a straightforward approach to the materials and 
becoming more complex with each piece. Informed decision-making and an advanced 
understanding and manipulation of materials are why the sustained investigation achieved a score  
of 3 for 3-D skill and abilities. 
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