
2023 AP® 3-D Art and Design 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row C–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row C: Materials, Processes, and Ideas 

1 2 3 

Little to no evidence of visual 
relationships among materials, 

processes, OR ideas. 

Visual relationships among 

materials, processes, OR ideas are 

evident. 

Visual relationships among 

materials, processes, AND ideas 

are clearly evident and 

demonstrate synthesis. 

Score Rationale 
In this sustained investigation, the materials and processes are directly connected to the idea, 

providing evidence of visual synthesis. The portfolio synthesizes materials, processes, and ideas, 

often communicated through the text accompanying each image. Direct examples of synthesis 

include plastics, acrylic paint, beads, glitter, and even candy employed in explosions of color and 

textures to reference the paradise of “childhood wonderland.” Looping structures are formed by 

materials and appear to defy gravity, communicating the experience of weightlessness on a 

rollercoaster (images 7–10). Additionally, tubes and candy nodes become “neurons” and “blood 

vessels to explore physiological pleasure” (images 9–10). Translucent sheets and flowers become 

an implied architectural space to “preserve the joy of yesterday,” speaking to memories of the past 

through installation art (image 13). These images validate the visual relationships among materials, 

processes, and ideas and clearly demonstrate synthesis. 
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