
2023 AP® 3-D Art and Design 
Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row C–Score 2 
Analytic Scoring Rubric Row C: Materials, Processes, and Ideas

1 2 3
Little to no evidence of visual 
relationships among materials,
processes, OR ideas.  

Visual relationships among
materials, processes, OR ideas are
evident.

Visual relationships among
materials, processes, AND ideas
are clearly evident and 
demonstrate synthesis.

Score Rationale
In this portfolio, multiple ceramic construction methods are employed, including wheel throwing, hand-
building, and other sculptural techniques to create figurative clay sculptures that speak about ideas of 
“self-love and healing” and “body dysmorphia.” The visual relationships between materials and 
processes are evident, but the integration of ideas is uneven across the portfolio. For example, 
various surface treatments include glazes, oxide washes, and found materials visually connect to the 
ideas expressed, such as “iron oxide wash to show contrast in body fat” (image 4). This single slide 
provides a glimpse of the integration of materials, processes, and ideas but does not demonstrate 
synthesis across the preponderance of visual evidence. Image 13 supports the same score 
conclusion of 2 by featuring significant visual evidence of materials, processes, and ideas but does 
not clearly demonstrate synthesis. 
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