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Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row C–Score 1 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row C: Materials, Processes, and Ideas 

1  2  3  
Little to no evidence of visual 
relationships among materials, 
processes, OR ideas.  

Visual relationships among 
materials, processes, OR ideas 
are evident.  

Visual relationships among 
materials, processes, AND ideas 
are clearly evident and 
demonstrate synthesis. 

Score Rationale 
This sustained investigation provides little evidence of visual relationships between materials, 
processes, and ideas. Materials such as felt, clay, and wire create non-human animal forms with 
limited connection to the inquiry “representing changes in animal populations brought on by human 
action.” Although some decisions hint toward the future development of a connection between the 
materials, processes, and ideas, the visual relationship is not yet evident. 

Wool felt is utilized throughout the portfolio, a material primarily derived from sheep. The material has 
the potential to offer a direct connection to human effects on animal populations, but the portfolio 
meanders to include clay, plastic, or wire indiscriminately. When felt is utilized, it appears unrelated to 
the form or idea. For example, in image 2, the process statement mentions “needle felting to show the 
dangers of pesticides,” but it is unclear why felting would be a useful process to comment on 
pesticides. The student artist’s reliance on materials derived from domesticated animals or mined 
from the earth appears unaddressed. Further, written evidence describes processes such as clay 
“coils represent rope killing animals” and “glass representing self-reflection,” but the ideas do not 
manifest in the visual evidence. 

Image 6 provides one example that verges on establishing a connection between the materials, 
process, or ideas. The raw clay is utilized in an outdoor setting to create a “fossil of a tiger paw print 
to contrast the living with the extinct.” The materials and ideas connection becomes tangible in this 
single work, but the preponderance of evidence throughout the portfolio suggests little relationship 
between materials, processes, and ideas. 
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Sustained Investigation Score: Row A: Score 2 • Row B: Score 2 • Row C: Score 1 • Row D: Score 1 
 




