
2023 AP® 3-D Art and Design 
Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row B–Score 3 
Analytic Scoring Rubric Row B: Practice, Experimentation, and Revision 

Writing Prompt 2: Describe how your sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experimentation, and
revision guided by your question(s) or inquiry. 

1 2 3
Visual evidence of practice, 
experimentation, OR revision;
however, visual evidence does 
not relate to a sustained
investigation.  

Visual evidence of practice, 
experimentation, OR revision relates
to the sustained investigation. 
AND
Written evidence relates to the visual
evidence of practice, experimentation, 
OR revision.

Visual evidence of practice, 
experimentation, AND revision
demonstrates development of the
sustained investigation. 
AND 
Written evidence describes how the
sustained investigation shows 
evidence of practice, experimentation, 
OR revision.

Score Rationale 
There is clear visual evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision of a sustained investigation 
about creating common products using wood. Practice and experimentation can be seen in the 
design of a variety of functional objects as well as a range of woodworking methods. Visual evidence 
includes experimentation with digital processes and conventional analog tools and techniques. 
Image 4 documents revision is in the series of models photographed in image 4. The visual 
evidence shows different approaches to leg shapes—from zig-zags to straight edges to subtle 
curves. In addition, there is evidence of experimenting with how connections would be made and 
how many components were necessary. More revision is seen in image 9 related to their 
experiments with materials. The annotations in the photo-composites describe “needing smoother 
molds and finer sawdust,” the results are confirmed in image 11. 

In writing prompt 2, the written evidence describes how the sustained investigation includes practice 
by beginning with making common wooden objects like bookshelves and tables. Next, the portfolio 
transitions to designing sunglasses (not traditionally made from wood,) requiring practice and 
experimentation to learn wood bending techniques. The materials and processes fields written 
evidence describes how the sustained investigation shows experimentation and revision. For 
example, the text accompanying image 7 states, “After many iterations, I perfected the living hinge to 
make a flexible box top that could roll up.” The term “many iterations” implies both experimentation 
and revision. The portfolio exhibits visual evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision. It 
demonstrates the development of a sustained investigation while employing the effective use of 
written evidence for further elaboration and description. 
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