
2023 AP® 3-D Art and Design 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 
Row A–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry
Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation. 

1 2 3 
Written evidence identifies an
inquiry, but visual evidence 
does not relate to that inquiry.
OR 
Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry.

Written evidence identifies an
inquiry that relates to the
sustained investigation. 
AND 
Visual evidence demonstrates
the sustained investigation. 

Written evidence identifies an inquiry
that guides the sustained investigation.
AND 
Visual evidence demonstrates the
sustained investigation. 

Score Rationale 

The written evidence describes an inquiry about guinea pigs that guides the sustained investigation 
through a meaningful presentation of visual evidence. Inquiry guidance is evident through the written 
evidence focusing on not just the flexibility of the animals’ bodies but also how they interact with and 
in space. The written evidence illustrates exploration and discovery by listing the media used 
(cardboard, clay, plaster, cloth, etc.) in pursuit of interpreting spatial relationships. The holistic written 
evidence, which describes the processes, further reinforces the visual evidence by explaining 
“capturing movement in drawings” (1), “creating silhouettes with clay” (4), and “placing cast plaster 
parts in position” (12). The visual evidence demonstrates the sustained investigation through photos 
and planning sketches of guinea pigs’ bodies independently and together. Additionally, the visual 
evidence illustrates seeking and discovering the most effective ways to use paper, plaster, 
cardboard, and yarn to communicate a range of not only abstractions of their bodies but how they 
cluster together and prefer to be in narrow and shielded spaces. The written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that guides, and the visual evidence demonstrates a robust and sustained investigation. 
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