
2023 AP® 3-D Art and Design 

Sustained Investigation and Selected Works 

Sustained Investigation–Score 3/3/3/3 

Scoring Criteria 

Row A: Inquiry 
Score: 3 

Written evidence identifies 
an inquiry that guides the 
sustained investigation. 
AND 
Visual evidence 
demonstrates the sustained 
investigation. 

Row B: Practice, 
Experimentation, and 
Revision 
Score: 3 
Visual evidence of practice, 
experimentation, AND 
revision demonstrates 
development of the 
sustained investigation. 

AND 

Written evidence describes 
how the sustained 
investigation shows evidence 
of practice, experimentation, 
OR revision.

Score Rationale 

The written evidence identifies an inquiry that guides the 
sustained investigation supported through advanced visual 
evidence. The core premise of this inquiry centers on the 
attempt “to reveal hidden truths about our decisions” and 
the “negative impact of humans” on our environment. The 
work shows the resolution of this charge through a 
systematic presentation that reveals the intended vision. 
The thematic intentions of the portfolio are clear and 
subsequently validated by the connection of the statement 
and visual evidence. The guiding principle, which features 
the struggle between nature and the destructive nature of 
humanity, fully empowers the sustained investigation. 

Practice, experimentation, and revision are visually evident 
in the artwork and demonstrate the development of a 
sustained investigation. In particular, the written evidence 
informs the visual development by documenting practice 
and experimentation through sketches and notation in 
images 6, 11, and 13. Each work shows an incremental 
progression toward refining the investigation and reveals 
effective use of revision. The utilization of juxtaposition as 
a design tool endorses the overall development of artwork 
by contrasting the organic shapes of nature with the 
industrialized remnants of found objects. In this portfolio, 
the visual evidence of practice, experimentation, and 
revision demonstrates development of the sustained 
investigation, and the written evidence describes the 
evolution. 
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Row C: Materials, 
Processes,  
and Ideas 
Score: 3 

Visual relationships among 
materials, processes, AND 
ideas are clearly evident and 
demonstrate synthesis. 

Row D: 2-D/3-D/Drawing Art 
and Design Skills 
Score: 3 

Visual evidence of good and 
advanced 2-D/3-D/Drawing 
skills. 

In this body of work, the visual relationship among 
materials, processes, and ideas is clearly evident and 
demonstrates synthesis. The broad use of materials is 
utilized effectively through various processes (casting, 
assemblage, additive, subtractive) to address the intended 
ideas. Image 5 is an example of synthesis: the subject is 
sea life, formed by a fusion of small plastic cars, intended 
to represent the adverse effects of auto emissions. All 
works in the portfolio feature clearly evident visual 
relationships among materials, processes, and ideas, 
demonstrating synthesis and evidence of a highly 
developed understanding of these relationships. 

Visual evidence of advanced 3-D skills, as defined by a 
highly developed comprehension of the elements and 
principles of art and design, is apparent. The portfolio 
promotes a continuous theme utilizing altered “discards” to 
guide the direction of the investigation through the 
effective use of various design principles, including 
repetition/rhythm (images 5, 8, 12, and 15) and purposeful 
engagement with surface design, color, texture, form, and 
contrast. The visual evidence of all works includes a range 
of proficient to highly developed 3-D skills. 
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Image 1
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Image 2
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Image 3
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Image 4
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Image 5
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Image 6
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Image 7



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 11

Image 8
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Image 9
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Image 10



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 14

Image 11
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Image 12
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Image 13
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Image 14
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Image 15



Selected Works–Score 5 

Scoring Criteria Score Rationale 

Writing 

Written evidence identifies 
materials, processes, and 
ideas. 

3-D Art and Design Skills

Visual evidence of advanced
3-D skills.

Materials, Processes, and 
Ideas 

Visual Relationships among
materials, processes, and ideas 
are clearly evident and
demonstrate synthesis. 

Written details throughout the portfolio provide helpful 
information and intention about the visual evidence identifying 
materials, processes, and ideas. Work 2 offers an example of 
written evidence that informs by linking the concept of “invasive 
species” to “suffocating in plastic” to clarify the intention. 

The work shows visual evidence of advanced 3-D skills, as 
defined by a highly developed understanding of the elements 
and principles of art and design. The portfolio presents a variety 
of solutions through advanced engagement with form, space, 
texture, and color in each 3-D work. The visual evidence 
documents proficiency in casting (work 3), assemblage    
(works 2, 4, and 5), additive (work 1), and subtractive methods 
to address the skillful integration of fabrication methods and 
symbolism. Overall, the work in the portfolio demonstrates 
highly developed 3-D skills. 

The visual relationships among materials, processes, and ideas 
are clearly evident and demonstrate synthesis. “Inspired by 
invasive species and their ability to adapt and reproduce 
quickly,” work 2 displays the process of assembling “found 
objects” into a large-scale flower that is “suffocating in plastic.” 
The devastating nature of invasive species is depicted through 
a purposeful composition and demonstrates appropriate 
synthesis. The comprehensive structure of the portfolio 
presents clear evidence of a highly developed understanding of 
visual relationships among materials, processes, and ideas that 
demonstrate synthesis. 

2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 19



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 20



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 21



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 22



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 23



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 24



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 25



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 26



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 27



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 28



2023 AP Art and Design Student Sample 29




