
2023 AP® 2-D Art and Design 

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row D–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row D: 2-D/3-D/Drawing Art and Design Skills 
1 2 3 

Visual evidence of rudimentary 
and moderate 2-D/3-D/Drawing 
skills. 

Visual evidence of moderate and 
good 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of good and 
advanced 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Score Rationale 

This portfolio has visual evidence of the advanced use of art elements and design principles. A 
highly developed use of photographic processes and manipulations, compositional arrangements, 
and varied approaches to image creation serve to guide the viewer dynamically through the works. 

In image 1, the manipulations of a figure with multiple tools and methods, including fiber optics and 
gel lights, create a high contrast central focus of the person in the composition. Transparent areas of 
the face against the dark background use juxtaposition to create tension. As in image 1 and many 
others in this series, blurred segments connect to the idea of horror, supported by the successful 
application of art elements, including texture, contrast, and repetition. 

The images in this portfolio create a visual narrative employing diptych and triptych arrangements. 
The intentions behind these compositional choices are discernible, as seen in images 3–4, 8, 10, 12, 
and 14–15. For example, in image 4, the asymmetrical division of the picture plane sets up a 
dynamic sense of balance, enhanced by the repetition of the image on the left, seen again on the 
right in a different environment. The sepia-toned filter applied to both evoke a sense of time and 
place. In image 15, the synthesis of materials with ideas creates a narrative and again references 
time and place within three related images. The close-up cropped designs on the left show 
progression to the figure on the right, much like stills in a movie. 

The sophisticated uses of 2-D skills in this portfolio and strong connections to ideas and images are 
at an advanced level of accomplishment. Therefore, this portfolio earned a score of 3. 
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